MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
of
THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0.Box 276
Brewton,Ala.36426

June 12, 1973 Mrs.Carolyn Pugh McLendon, Editor

NOTICE OF MEETING - A most interesting program has been planned for
the regular meeting on Tuesday, June 19, 1973, at 7:00 p.m. in the
Jefferson Davis Junior College Student Center, but, we have been
asked not to announce the speaker or the topic. Come ready for a
pleasant surprise and an opportunity to learn more of our county's
history.

We are STILL growing! Since the newsletter was published last month
we have received membership application from the following persons:
Brewton - Mrs. Annie H. Criswell, Miss Mary Holladay, Mrs.Gertrude S.
Ashton, Mrs. Marie H. Downing, and Nrs. George B. Mills. Out-of-
Town - Mrs. Melbourne J. Catha, Jacksonville, Fla.; James D. Peavey,
Foley, Ala.; Mrs. Rosalie Weaver DeRieux, Birmingham, Ala.: and Mrs.
Mildred Geisendorff, Grapeland, Texas.

For your information:

(1) "A King's Country--the History of Santa Rosa County,
Florida" by M. Luther King, may be purchased from his
widow, 106 Mary Street, Milton, Fla. I think the price
is $7.50.

(2) T.H.Balls 1879 "History of Clarke County and its
Surroundings" is being reprinted in limited number by
the Clarke County Historical Society. Copies may be
ordered for $10.00 from Mrs.Carl D.Brown,P.0.Box 727
Jackson, Ala.36545.

(3) The Butler County Historical Society has several
publications available thru their Sodety. They will
send you a 1list of their publications if you inquire

to Mrs.James D. Moody, Rt.3,Greenville,Ala.36037.
(4) "Family Trece of John Pealicker Joanson and William
Johnson (brothers), Conecuh Couriy. Ala." from Mrs.

Gertrude Johnson Stephens, 2 Lec Circle, opanish Fort,Ala.
for $12.50 each.

(5) Mrs.Lennis Shelton advises th~t the book containing all
the cemetery records of Escamb.a County; Alabama, and
other information, will be published in about six months.
Mr.Reginald McFarland, another of our members is working

with her.

Gratuities - We take this means to thank Mr.Floyd Currie of Atmore
for copy of Mrs. Stephens book on the John Pealicker Johnson family
which he has presented to the Society; also, Mrs. Lennis Shelton
for 1927 record of Claiborne Cemetery and 1879-1892 Marriage

Record "A", Escambia County, Alabama; also Tom Gardner, publisher
of The Brewton Standard, for all the first-rate publicity he has
given to our Society and its endeavors as this has meant much to
our success.

More on the Fort Mims Excavation - Excerpts from Alabama Archaelogi-
cal Society Newsletter, June,1973: The University of South Alabama
began excavating Fort Mims in northern Baldwin County on March 135,
1973. This project was made possible by a grant to the University

by the Alabama Historical Commission. Participating in the excavation
under the direction of Mr.N.Read Stowe, Archaeologist at the Univer-
sity, are the following students: Rod Gillespie (Field Supervisor),
George Jones, Hope Bokus, Don Horton, Al Adams and Pat Hallett.




(Fort Mims=-. continued)

Mr. Chuck Crosby has spent several hundred hours as a volunteer

worker on the project. Other volunteers includs Yvonne Giordano, Dan
Jenkins and Debbie Carperter. The Baléwin Coun- ¢y Commission has

provided several EEA worker for the dig. Ir.Litchmen Wilson, an employee
of Baldwin County, has become an invaluadle asset to +he project in
that he has first hand Anowl dge of woodworking techniques that were

used on the Alabama frons .

To date, 53 ten-foot by ten-Lo
center of the site we have locs
basement of Samuel Mims houce.

T 2quares have been opened. In the

ted what was probably the foundation and
In the northern end of the basement
several skeletons have been excava wed 2nd preserved in place. Portions
of the fwt stockade have been excovated and a ten-foot long section of
the southernpart of the stockade nos “ACU reconstructed. The reconstruc-
tion is based on arch eo'ﬁfwc:l gi cures (postmolds) and a historical
description of <he fOLb- At present 2 well is being excavated approxi-
mately 150 feet east of the Tor=.
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Laboratory activities have =un corc urrently with thc excavation. A
representative collection of %rtiruc:s from Fort Mims is on display in

the Baldwin County Court Hous

The dig at Fort Mims will cecntinuce uatil at least the 15th of July.
Future plans at the site include v<ntin71:“ worlz on the fort stockade
and the excavation of intericr structurer at “he site. We anticipate
additional funds “or reconsiruct’cn thie fort and the establishment
of a museum at the site to be 1cvtkhcr‘“;,
(N.Read S<owe, University of South Alabama)
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More Railroad-Civil War istory, An Brrisnation, by Mrs. Annie Waters

3;7’3 Yevsletuer of May 10,
the Southern soldiers
ola and burnt the
story” by R. W. Brooks.,
_rclications that the
rensacola and Pollard.

ider 211 +he facts.

make raids on existing rails
s of the Confederacy
the Fedecral destruction on

In the Escambia
1973, we find the stat
tore up the railroad
bridges," appearing i Bit oI
One will remember navagz recd stiuo
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il :
These zre not a conitradicticn

The Yankees dia t»dr“r‘
of this line as the deciruct
was one of their main objecctive
this particular linz wos incien:

The Alabama Florida Railread “rom Pancacols to Pollard was com-
pleted in May 1862. In “hc zamc nn the Union forces occupied
Pensacola. The confederates evocurice ©.c civy by the castern exits
without incident, while +the Yankecs arrived con the other side,

0. M. Avery, presidcnt in order to prevent the
A.& F.from being used NaRRs red the ralls to be taken up
from Pensacola to Pine Berre; Crcex, o distarce of 274 miles., This left
a distance of 20 miles of yils Froa B \;““cn to Pollard. As the
Cvil War wore on the Conte

A need for rails sought to
place existing rails in the f’ areas. Thus, Samuel Tate,
the Military Supe“1ntewdent the task of checking the lines and
taking up those that werec les ISCG; S0 Sanvta Reosa County, Florida,
lost another 15 miles of her railroad leaving Lcr wi“h 211y 5 miles
out of Pollard. In 1864 thesc roils viere shipped north, the first ones

having been shipped earlicr.



(More Railroad - continued)

Mr. Avery opposed the dismantling of this line, even going to
Richmond in an attempt to save it, but withoul success.

After the War the entire line from Pensacola to Pollard had to
be rebuilt and at this time the juncvion was es’tablished at Flomaton
instead of Pollard, the originali site. This rebuilt line was completed
in 1869.

This information was given Lo me by Mz, J. M. McLellan with the
exception of the first two peragraphs. IT was taken from "Railroads
of the Confederacy" by Robert C :1av; TIT, University of North

Carolina Press. -
2 (Mrs. Annie Waters)
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"NEWSPAPERS IN ”ONETUP COUNTY"
(Excerpt from "The Evergreen 013 Historical Cerx etery"” by Miss
Elizabeth d'Autrey Riley, Evergrocn, Alabama, copies of which may
be purchased from Miss Riley; one of our rembers. )

A few interesting reccords, ebout the Conecun and Escambia.
paper, which was called "The Star”™ - This was published in 1885 -~
J.W.Davison, Puvlisher - pricc for cne year $1,00.

Evergreen must heve oeen a rliourishing town, ag SO many lawyers
had their names in The Star - Attys-at-law Stallworth-Burnett, Farnham-
Rabb (F-’IoA-Rc )_f; BOwleo ‘U .Q.R Ob J.%},S =I\\_-l "‘“‘oOI"; 't’vhi-tehead, V\JIDI
Atkinson.

the rollowing "Brewton
Dept. - $2.00 per month -
5. 00 per month.

Also advertiscd in “"The Sta
Institute"” showing 2 »nicture - "
Intermediate $3.00 per month -

1889 The Star -~ R.A.Lee; Zublicher and Editor -

~own oI Sparta, there was
- pubiished every Thursday -

-

Down in the little
published a newspaper ca ,
In 1857 Sparte was county scat

E.B.Witten, Jr. Publisher
A.D.Cary, and Governor John A.

irma L ¥4 -
Me Vlar.

auring the era of Judge
ALlabama.

We are continuing to accept membership abll_CaulOnS, but we are
advising the applicants that nuloef~043 runs from January, 1973-
January, 1974, which includes “rbnwW-ch and newsletters. If
you have a friend or know of son who oW d1like to join the
Society or subscribe to Tthe quar vou may give them the
following form.

Escambia .ourty Hisgtorical Society
P.0.Box 276

Brewton, Alatama 36420

Invitation has been cxtended to me by

to join +the Escambia Courtiy Historicel Society. Enclosed is
ch 2, s 3 k5 [ R 9.

$5+00 for 1 nem Plcase address publications to me

as follows:

(include zip code)




THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NOTICE TO MEMBERS
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
SIXTH ANNUAL PRESERVATION CONFERENCE AND AWARDS

House of Respresentatives Chamber, State Capitol Bldg.,
Montgomery, Alabama

Sunday, July 15, 2:30-6:00 - During this session there will be
several distinguished speakers and presentation of
Distinguished Service Awards to Individuals, Institutions
and Industry.

6:00-8:00 Tour of Perry Street Historic District, the
Washburn, Cody and Teague homes will be open and Garden
Party at Teague home (Charge of $4.00 for tour and party).

Monday, July 16, 10:00-12:00 a number of speakers and the annual
address of Milo B. Howard,Jr.,Chairman.

1:30-3:00 Address by Governor Wallace and Distinguished
Service Awards for Groups and Professionals.,

You will recall that the Escambia County Historical Society has

nominated Thomas E.McMillan for the Distinguished Service Award for
his preservation of Brewton's first courthouse now known as "The
Leigh Place." If he receives one of these awards it will be presented
on Sunday afternoon, July 15th. I feel sure that we will have several -
cars of people to go to the Sunday meeting and it would be well
worth our time and money to go on the Historic Homes Tour and
Garden Party. We would be back to Brewton shortly after 10:00.
Others of you might want to stay overnight or go back on Monday for
the balance of the program. Since this is the first meeting of this
type we have attended as a group, I think it would be good for us to
be well represented.

If you wish to attend any of these meetings, please return the
form below indicating your intentions. We will have to send our
registration in by the 12th of July with the $4.00 per person far
the Tour and Garden Party. We will need several who have air-
conditioned automobiles to drive us. If there are enough who want
to attend we will try to arrange for a bus. We will meet in the
parking lot across the street from the courthouse at 12:15 on Sunday.
Plan to have lunch ahead of time or bring a sandwich to eat on the
road as we will not have time to stop for lunch.

3 336 9 36 36 36 36 3 I AN

Escambia County Historical Society

P.0.Box 276

Brewton, Alabama 36426

I would like to attend the Sunday afternoon session
and Historic Homes Tour and Garden Party from

2:00-8:00, for which I enclose my check for $4.00- ( )
I would like to attend the Monday sessions from
10:00-3:100 === =mrmmm e — = ( )

I would be glad to drive a group up and back in my
car for the Sunday meetings
Monday meetings ( ).

Member
No need to return the form if you do not wish to attend.



