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THE EECAMBIA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
F. Os Box 276
rewton, Alabama 36426
NEWSLETTER, EDITOR,
December G, 1974 Mre.Carolyn Pugh Mclendon
Dues and renswals-§5.00 before Jan.1,197%
4 After Jan.1,1975 - $6.00
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CHRISTMAS PARTY - Our December mesting on Dagegber 17+h at 7100 p.m.
will be held at our regular meeting place, the Jefferson Davis Junior
College Student Cepfep. Sewveral of cur lncal members, among them

WR. DAN RO WUN, MISS KITA JANE BOYKIN, MRS. DORIS ERSNER and

MR3. JEWEL WILLIAMSON, have sgreed tec “"entertain" us with reminiscences
of the first Christmes they remember and whatever they might like to
share with the group, Alse = few minutes will be taken tn hear sbout
the new recycling pregram here that might prove bensficisl to the Society.
Each person, whether member or vizitor, is to bring = small historical
memente or scuvenir suitable for a man or woman of less than $2.00
value. Use your imaginstion to make these "1ittle gifts" add interest
to the meeting, With a little ingenuity you could find a2 special item
that didn't cost you anything! Put a gift c¢ard in the package with your
name on it. The gifts will be numbered and numbers will be drawn for
the gifta. Christmss refreshments will be served after the megting.

The public is welcome and invited to attend.

BARGAIN - The dues have been raised to $6,00 for 1975, but you may pay
only $5.00 for membership if you pay your dues beforeanuary lat.

Dues are dalinguent after March J31st. The Executive Bnard regreis

the necessity for raising the dues, but postage and paper -costs have
continued to rise.

GIVE MgﬁﬁEEg%l?E FOR GHR;&TN%% GIFTS - Mrs. Gladys Byrd, membership
secretary will be glad to se d recaipt and membership card at your

request.
ALABAMA HISTORY - 231 - This course will be offered again as a night

class during the winter nuarter at Jefferscn Davis Junior College, taught
by Rev. Charles C. Haye o Thursdays from £:00-10:30 p.m. begivning )
January 2nd. You mey mudit the opurse st no gest except the becks or, if
you wish to take the course for credit the registratinn fee is §32.50.
Fees must be pald before Jarnuary Znd or pay &8 late charge:. Rev.Hays is
uging "I d Called Alabama" by Maleolm C.MeMillan and "grj

the New South" by C.vann woodward, as study guides. Rev.Hays enjoys
higtery and lectures with enthusiszsm, adding many things of special
interest to give the class a keener awareness of our history beth State
and looal. TYou won't want to migs a single class

W RS = Since August we have taken in the following new members:
Tt.Col.Linton H.Evans (Ret.), Mra.J.W.Adkisson,Miss Pern Nix, Mr.Walter
Hollend, Miss Janie MeCreary, Mes.Edne K.Perker, Mrs.Gurdon A.Robinson,
Mre.Willa Rnbinson Hassel, Mrs. B.F.Stokes,Jr., making a total membership
of 2641

GOOD NEWS! The senior citizens group under the leadership of Mrs.Helen
Hildreth has sgreed tn masume the regpensibility nf asserbling, labelinz,
stuffing envelops and stamping our newsletters and quarterlies. These of
you who have helped with this t=sk cver the last two years, will rejoice
~=1ts almost toe good te be truel
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BROOKLYN PFILGRIMAGE - You all must know by now that this was a most
successful and enjoyable outing with approximately 150-160 pecple parti-
eipating. Our thanks, though they seem inadequate, go to the follewing
perasong for their efferts and gracious hespitality in our behalfs

5 ¥ and MES. EVELYN JACKSON for escort servios
for the motoroade;

DR, and MR3, A, J, McCREARY for permitting us te visit Teddy, refresh-
menta while there and booklets containing the history of the

Plantation;
MRS. HATTIE TENDSEY, MISS DELIA RASUN and the other Brocklyn people
gor W;lcoming ug and acting as guideg at the Bronklyn Baptist
hurchj

ED LETGH MeoMITLAMN IT for acting a8 guide to the gave and having roadway
cleared to fHe ecavey

MB.and MRS. THOMAS E.MeMILIAN, ED IETGH VeMILLAN, and ED LEIGH
MeMILTAN IT, for permitting us io visit peaceful Dozier Camp and
urnishing coffee and ppld drinks for our picniec aupper;

MISS MARY TARKIN and [MRS. ROCHELLE GARRETT for cakes for the plenie,
and, last but nnt least,

THE PILGRIMAGE COMMITTEE, consisting of Mrs. Dumas Jennings and Mr,
and Mrs. Thomas E. MeMillan, for making all of this pessible.
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RECOLIBCTIONS OF BRADLIEY, ATABAMA, AND
SUR i G ITIES

Byi Jesse F. Elliott

The Whitey still was located on Miller Creek, and was sne i
the earliiest turpentine =tills in this area, having been built in the
early 1980s.

One of the stories told about this still was that the swner,
being so proud of his rew copper still, first ran off a charge af lig
before bE%inﬂing te distill the turpentine. Net wishing to take the time
to age thim ta lightning" in charred barrels, he went -all sver the
ceuntryside collecting peach seeds to color and flavor his preduct.

Whnitey was a thriving community sizty years agpe. The Bagdad
Land and Lumber Company owned thousands nf deres of wvirgin timber frem
Milten, Flrrida, tn Bradley, Alabama, In 1916, a railroad was built
from Bagdad to Bradley. This company leased hyundreds nf conviets fram
the State ef Alsbama to work the turpentine. Iarge stockades wers built
tn house the priscners, houses built for the guerds, and nther bulldings
were ersoted Tn support this community. Guards were hired st $40 a menth
and furnished a house to live in. Pine trees were tapped for turpentine
thrée cr four yeara bafore the actusl timber cutiing began. Once the
trees were cut, the community began tn die. Sometime in the 19208 the
railroad was taken up and Whitey died. Ne trace exists of this thriving
community now.

Bradley, Alabame; iz situated near thres creeks, Little Blackwater,
Panther and Besr Creaks. Nene of thege creeks could be used te float
the legs cut, so a large ditch was dredged nearby tn float timber.
Steries are told of men, who could nsither read nor write, yet could
figure to an inen exactly how many board feet would be in a log.

e
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MORE ROBERTS COMMUNITY HISTORY - According to Mr. R.J. "Bob" Peebles,
the people of the Roberts community had worked ocut a signal system to
announce the birth of babies, and all the neighborhoed would listen for
the good news nesr the expecied date of arrival. Ths signal wass

osne shot for & boy, two shote for a girl, and if there was trouhle
three shots, snd tha neighbors would know to bring help. The first
time Mr. Peebles heard this signal was at the birth of Mark Manning.

g%ﬂﬂ APPIZTON HISTORY - To supplement the story by Mrs. Mary Jane
thburg in The Brewtopn Standard, issue of November 28, 1374,
AEPTETON NOTES

by Mrg.Annie C.Waters

Nicholas Baggett and his family were early settlers af
Appleton. WNicholag end his wife, Eliza (Batsy) obtained a passport
from Georgia to the Bigbee Country through the Creek Natlen in May,
1812 and eventually settled here, Baggeit was a soldier in the
Indisn Wars, Betay died February 9,1908 at the age of 35.

James Augustus Tippins II and his famllg were sarly settlers
of the lewsr 4ppleton srea, settling on Burnt Corn Creek, on what is
still today knewn as the Typpins' FRddy Reosd. Tippins was born in
Tatnall County, Genrgla, November 27, 1818, and was a brother of
P.H.M.Tippins IT and Sarah Elize Tipping {who later married Grean
Shell) and Wrs. Charlette Tippins Ashten {wife of John Ashton).

Mr. R.T.C. {(Alphabet) Robinson ag his friends czlled him, was
postmaster on December 31, 1507 whern the post office was closed and Rural
Route Twe took over the mail. Mr. Thomas Edgar Watson wsa the first
carrier nn Foute Two, =nd his seszistant was MNr.s Curtie Hodges. At the
top of Appleton hill at the forks of the rosd was placed a2 timber en
which were placed & layge number eof maill boxes, and for & number of
years Appleton was called "Box Hill."

In 1911, ¥r. J.J.Thempson of Pellard, erscted a sawmill an Mr. .
Ned Bagzett's land at "Fisk Trap" on Burnt Corn Ureek. The timbsr was . .
flnated dewn the creek tr Censculi River where it was rafited and sent e
market. At that time end for many ensulng years community picnies were
held at Fish Trap and many a youthful couple from Brewion Joined In the
fegtivitisa.

FORGET

Forget the hasty, unkind words,
Frrget the siander you have heard
Forget the querrel and the cause
Porget the whole affalr because,
Fergetting i3 the only way,
Forget the storm of yesterday.

Forget the knocker and ths sneak,
Forget the bad days of the week,
Forget you'rs not a millionaire,
Forget the grey streaks in your hair,
Forget to even get the blues,

BUT DON'T PORCET To BAY YOUR DUES.




