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3 SHOW-and-TELL WEETING %

Qur May 20th meeting to be held at the
FUBHEEERFUESERFARNEHEERURN PR

Jefferson Davis Junior College

Student Center at 7:30 p.m. will be

another SHOW-and-TELL,

This has become a favorite among our members

a5 everybody has something to share.

Anything historic, old or

interesting, or a history note that is of =mpecial interest, almost

anythlhg will bs appropriate.

We will appreciate your sharing with

the group whatever you might have.

Ceomz and bring s friesnd, the

public is invited as always.

NEW %EEE§E§ - Miss Jo Ann McKay, 2000 W. Jordan Street, Pensacola,
Fla.32501; William E. Brooks, Jr., 1402 Burnett Lans, Vindennes, Ind.
475917 and Charles R. Floyd, P.O.Box 644, Monroeville, 41. 36460,

Our total membership ia now 232,

UNPATD DUES - If you have notpaid your dues the word "unpaid" has

teen written on your mailing lebel for this newsletter. The Index

for the 1974 quarterlies are being malled out with this newsletter.
Please see that your duss sre paid soon. Unpaid members are not
receiving the 1975 guerterlies =nd will be dropped from the mailing
list &t the end of June. We would regret to loose any of our members.
Many have asiked sbout ocur annggl_gg:gﬂn_zagjx It looks naw aa if we

may have it in October. The

Birminghanm has ingquired about the pussibilltlea of naking thelr pil§r1m~

age Lo B:g¥ Q? to sse The Leigh Place {our first Brewton courthouse
and ssveral oi the lovely homes of the area with our Society ss their

hosts. This would be =z wonderful cecasion for our Garden Party!

Mrs, Permelia Tewnsend of the R.S.V.PE, oup typed the stenocils for
the index. We express appreciation to frr for this fine weork. R.SV.P.
has been a ftremendous help To us in sssempling and mailing our newa-
letters and quarterlies for the past several months and are doing a
fine Job. They are alsc handling our membership records whils our
Membership Secretary, Mrs, Gledys Byrd, is on an extended tour of

the States. Under the leadership of ¥rs., Helen Hildreth, a force
has grown out of the citizenry that is being felt and helping in many
areas of our scciety, ministering to many needs, We appraciste the
Retired Sendior Yelunteer EFrogram!
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"LIVE-in-a-LANDMARK" Council = Joe B. Ray and his wife, Delaine, of

e0rge Sirect, Moblle, + 36604, phone 432-4901, have been
appointed to mseist in the three-county area, including Escambia County,
%o encourage and assist young people to purchase and restore old homes
that have become landmarks. The group will advise you on how %o go
about the restoration work, who to get for special restoration problems,
such as plumbing systems, lighting, heating ete. Mrs. Ray iz especially
interssted in assisting in planning formal gardens for restored homss
in keeplng with the architecture of the home. The group hopes to be
able to influence a favorable tax advantage to people restoring land-
merks. They have toured our srea, and would welcome hearing from any
of {ou. especially anyone considering buying an old home or restorstion
work.

Bogks Avsilgble - EARLY COURTHOUSES OF ALABAMA PRIOR TO 1860, paper=
back volume, 79 pages with illustrations of early courthouses,
published by the Alabama Chapter of Colonial Dames of Americs.
Thie is a reprint of 1966 =dition. $4.50 from Mrs. Frank
Bromberg,Jr., %209 0ld Brook Trail, Birmingham, Al. 352043,

L ANDHEW N by John Reed and John Henry Eaton,
reprinted from 1817 edition, $17.50 from University of Alabama
Press, Drawer 2877, University, Alabama 35486,

NEWS OF WMEMBERS -

One of ocur néw members, Miss Jo Ann McKay, reports that she is
working on the Miles, Lestherwood, Roberson, Buzbee, Troutman, Bryars,
Franklin, Emmons families from the Flomaton-Cance-Wawbeak areas.

Another member, Edward Chase Earle, Jr. of Reedville, Va.,
would like to correspond with anyone regarding the Hoomes family. He
has a great deal of informatieon to share.

Aniother member, Dr. David L, Payne of Colunbus, Mississippi,
expresses appreciation for help given him in resesrching his family
histories, particularly Franklin, Gorden, and Payne.

TREASURER'S REPORT - 1974
Dr. E. D. Rosemore, Treasurer

Balance January 1, 19'(?*4 : 5 $  28.25
Deposits during 1974 (membership and advertising 07.50
Tetal to be acoounted Tor == F 21357
Expenses:

Piotursl ==-e==-=-o--- e m— 151,040

Printing Supplies - 686,84

PogtEfs —=e-mmm—mmem——— e 624,30

Expensasiof meetings an

parties -=-—==m———- ~————_ 156,495

Total Expenses 1618.99
Bslance on hend, January 1, 1975 ======cccemmememaana & 516.76

"Give to the world the best you have and
the best will comé back to youl"




ESCAMBIAS FIRST ATRFTANE
Recorded by: Mes. Annie Waters,
Janwary, 1975

Thursday, January 11, 1912, was & cold day with overcast skies,
but hundreds of 3rewton area residents had gathersd at a corn field
on present day Douglas Avenue, bounded By Granberry Sirest on the south,
by Lovelace Avenue on the east, end Underwood Street on the north.
They were expeciantly awsiting the arrival of the famous aviator,
Robert G. Towlsr, and hi=z Wright biplane, who was oh & CPOEEB country
fllght from Los Angeles, California to New York City. They anxicusly
scanned the southern horizon for the "man-bird" who was scheduled to
arrive about noon. The enthusiaem of the crowd, sspecially the
children, was hardly contained to kesp them off the field that was
being used a5 3 landing strip. .

A& handsime purse of 5100 had bBeen made up for Fowler by his
advance man to induce him to land at Brewton for cne hour, which was
his only schedulad stop in Escambia County.

As the dasy wore un-and no plane sppeared; the crowd was becoming
restless when word arrived that the biplane had sustained a minor
accident and had been forced to land -at Flomaton.

Delsys alchg the route did net permit Fowler t0 leave Mobile until
3120 p.m. on Thursday and he arrived at Flometon at 4:45. He had
glreled Flomaton and Century several times and then headed for Brewton
when the accident cecurred, which slightly damasged the plane but Fowler
was unhurt.

Many residents listened and watched for his arrival next day,
but due to the aceident and unfavorable weather conditions he did not
arrive at Brewton until shortly hefore 3100 Sunday afterncon. Ancther
large crowd had gathered at the field on Douclas Avenue whers he was
supposed to land but they were zorely disappointsd when Fowler cirecled
the field eeveral times and then headed his plans toward Evergreen,
where he was foreed to land because of fuel shortage.

W. D. Sowell summed up Escambiz County's first airplane visit by
sgyinz, "The mighi here (Brewton) was withessed by hundreds of
interssted citizens: from town and country. The scene was spectscular
and thrilling, MWany in the crowd had never seen an air-ship, and
5til]l mbre doubtless never dreamed that they would gee the sight of a
man traveling in the air, but if anyone had &ny doubits of the practi-~
cabllity of it they were certainly dispellsd on this ocecasion, The
machine glides through the sir with the agility of the most graceful

bird."
P

"Pyranny, like hall, is not easily conguered) yet
we have this consclatlon with us, that the harder
the sonfliot, the more gloricus the triumph. What
we obfain toc cheap, we ssteem toc lightly; 'tis
dearnsss only that glves everything its value.
Heaven knows how To put = prcpar_price upon its
goods; and it would be strange, indesd, if 5o
colestial an article as FREEDOM should net be
highly rated.” =

-~Thomas Faine

- Pags 3~




