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NOTICE OF MEETING

The menthly meeting of the Escembia County Historical Scciety will be
held on Tuesday, March 24, at 7:00 PM at the Thomas E. MclMillan lMuseum on the
campus of Jaffcrson Davis State Junior College in Brewton, Alcbama.

The program will be "An Evening with some of the First Ladics, from
llartha Washington to Bess Truman', a narrative sketch of some of Amcrica's
most beloved and important presidential wives.

TREASURER'S REPORT

There is presently $934.07 in the ECHS general budget account.

MAY PILGRIMACE?

It has been a long time since we have ventured from Brewtor on a nilprimase
and, in early May, Pensacola will be offering a golden opportunity for scch a
trin. On the weckends of May 2-3 and 9-19 the city of Pensacola will P2
sponsorin?, the Galvez Celebration, a bicentennial effort in rememberance of
the Spanich takeover of Pencacola from the Rritich in 1781. Perhaps the
best day to go would be Saturday, May 9, when there will be a street fair,
historical tours , open-air dramatic presentations, and evening pairades and
a perfcvmance (C:45 PY) of the Pensacola Symphony Orchestra.

This will te further discussed at the next general meating, at which time
a full schedule of events will be made available. Please give it some thourht:
the celebration promises to be recreational and educational, aad the time of
year should provide ideal weather conditions.

LAST DUES REMINDER

If we have not received your $6.00 ECHS annnal dues by the end of March,
we will have Lo cease your maililings. Ve regret this, but postege rates are
rising repidly and publication ccsts are likewise a burden: please send your
dues check—--if you hLave not already sent it--to:

Trezsurer/lscambia County Historical Society/P.0. Box 276/Brewton, AL
36426
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ALARAMA HISTORY ROOM DONATIONS

From David L. Sanders, of Mobile, Alabama: Conacuh County Cemateries,
Volure I, xercogrvaphy. This volume will be of great value to genealogical

recearchers, beingz one of but three copies produced.

From Ed Leigh licliillan II, Trewton, Alabama: a compilation of Atlanta
newspapers interpreting social, policital, economic, and military events in
tha Soutl during the 1060-1865 period. An excellent source for the Southern
view of the Civil War,

From Carolyn L. Fmerich, Drewton, Alabama: A collection of historical
and genealogical journals, files, quarterlies, and other publications suppiemcni-
ing existing Alabama listory Room references. Subject topics from local
to regional in scope.

MUSEUM NEUS

The Tensaw Country Archaeological Project is, and has been for several
weeks, in its field survey and excavation phase. lfuseum Curator John Powell
reports the discovery of many fine artifacts which will ultimately be placed
on exhibit in the Thomas E. McMillan Museum, althoneh public relation~ releascs
ahout the project's field operations will be curtai.ed at the prescat to
prevent unauthorized intrusions upon the sites involved frem occurriig. These
efforts in Baldwin and Escambia Counties will occury the nusevn's time fow
soveral months as artifacts are studied, catalogued, preserved, and regorted
upon.

Several donations have been accessioned into the museun's ccllectiors:

From liank Locklin, of McLellan, Florida: An 1882 patent sausage grinder,
a collection of blacksmithing accessories, a sugar cane strinoper, and a
wagon-mounted pattern of cotton scales. Also, for the use of art and
Furopean History students, a 16th century hand-crafted desk made by an Erglish
monk while in confinement.

Trom Dr. Robert Low of Brewton: A collection of medical tools and one

human skeleton used in the old Rrewton hospital.

From Johnny Byrd, Esq., of Brewton: A ca. 1880 rollirng btlock riile, single
shot, cadet pattern.

HMEMORTALS

The Memorial Tund now shows a balance of $2,014.78. lNarch memorizls
are:

In Loving Memory of i'rs. Lily Coker, by John Pavid Finlay end Mrs. John
David Finlay: and

In Loving memory of ir. Worth P. €mith, by Miss Rita Jane Boykin and lr.
A. H. Elliott.

RCBERT (BOB) SEALE (Tebruary Memorial)

M~. Rcbert (Bob) Seale was a native of Conecuh County, Alabama. le livad
his parznts near the city of Cvergreen, Alabama. Seale worked in Brewlon
1= and McGowin Department Store for about 60 vears, commuting to
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dicd, EBob moved to Brewton, where he stayed at the home of Ifr. and Ifrs. IN.R.
(Rob) Tinlay ou RBRalicville Avenue.

Bob ncver marriad. His favorite pactimes woere hunting and fishing, which
he did at his favorite place, Big L FPond near Castleberryv.

The owners of lots built homes around the lake (Big L Tond),
club, and promoted social activities throughout the yzar. Mr. Seale did not buill
on his lot, preferring to stay in the old camp house. lHe was nearing eighty years
of age at the time that, out of love and appreciation, he gave his lot to
ary and Bob Finlay, where they immediately built a vacation home

Seale worked at Robbins and !cGowin until his failing health forced him
zo move to !Milton, Florida to live with the widower of Seale's neice, the
fov. VanLandingham. Later, Bob lived with a nephev and the nephew's wife.

Bob Seale died at the age of 91 on January 27, 1221. He was buried at
ileatherington Cemetery, near his old hcme near Evercreen.

Seale is survived by three nephews, Charies, John, and Frank Van Landinghzin.
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HMALCOLY McMILLAN

Malcolm lclfillan was born December 27, 1290 to Edward Sylvester and
Katie Leigh liclfillan in Brewton, Alabama. Spending his youth in Brewton,
he graduated from the Drewton Collegiate Institute and attended the Universitw
of Alabama.

After college, Malcolm returned to Brewton and began his business career
with Robbins and lMcCowin Department Store, which was owned by hils stepfather,
Hr., J.E. Finlay. He served as a clerk in the Navy during 'Torlc V- I. On
completing his enlistment, }cliillan returned again to Brewton and wac «iccied
vice president of Robbins and McGowin. He was an active member of the TFirst
l'ethodist Church, the Norries Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, the American
Legion, and he was also active in school and community affairs.

Mr. lieMillan served on the Boards of Directors of the Citizens-Farmers and
Merchants Band and the leal Lumber Company, Blountstown, Florida; he was a co-
trustee of the D.W. McMillan Trust and The McMillan Foundation until his death.

His friendly personality won him many friends throughout the state.

McMillan enjoyed all types of hunting, but fox hunting was one of his
favorite pasttimes; he served as a judge with the MNational Fox Hunters Associa--
tion in addition to being an active participant in many hunts.

On June 17, 1925, licliilan married the former Margaret Hamilton Smith,
daughtar of lr. and Mrs. G.W.IL. Smith of Brewton. One child was born to this
union, l'argaret Hamilton licMillan, who married Concressman Kenneth Tobexts.
This couple had two children: Margaret Hamilton Roberts (presently residing in
Lrewton) and Allison Mcliillan Roberts Sinrod of Rockville, Maryland.
liaicolm liclillan passe c away on October 25, 1°GG,
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Please be reminded that we are seeking memorials and memorial statements
for future researchers and for the purpose of ultimate publication. The torm
to be used in these statements is to be found in the January issue of the
ECHS ncwsletter, Escambia Echoes. Providing memorials and memcrial statements
is a truly worthwhile way to remember loved ones as well as to insure that
future generations will be able to find information about the people being
renambered.

Emily Tinlay, lfemorial Chairman
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HISTORICAL TIDEITE

Annie C. Vaters

Yellow Fever insects are called Stegoeyomea fasciata. In Milton, the posi-
master opened a mail bag and he yelled, "Catch it! It's one of those darned

stegomatrix fasculabusses and if she bites you it is a case of Yellow Tever

{1 sure!™ One man saw a bug fly into a small tree- they cut it dovn and every-
one got a club and killed every bug they could find. Suddenly one man tecok orif

in a trot. Then a man said, “He is dead, I smell him and he smells awful "
{h= stegmatrix was dead and everyone started for hom; when they passed the house
of the man who had hurried away his clothing was hancing on the fence. It was

expected that all Pemsacola mail bags would be barred from the Milton post office

until after frost. -~ - =1905 Pine Belt Hews.

A young lady ceme into Robbins and TcCowins and asked Randolph Luttrell--
"It is my desire to obtain a pair of circular elastic appendages capable of
being contracted and expended by means of osciilating burnished steel appliarcer
that sparkle like particles of gold leaf set with Alaska diamonds and which
are utilized for keeping in position the habilament of the lower extremity
which delicacy forbids me to mention.' Randolph is still wondering what she
wanted. - =~ =1905 Pine Delt llews.
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A preacher's mistakes are either forgotten ox excused, a lawyer's Tillec
by his stenographer, a baker's eaten, a coal dealer’'s burned and a doctor’s
buried but the editor‘s are always bobbing up. —---Editor, 1902 Iine Pelc News.,

PRESERVATION RECIPES
Ry John Powell

Tor the care and preservation of old, dry leather (shoes, bags, horse
equipage, etc.)--- Go to your friendly, neighborhood drug stcre and buy one
pound of Anyhydrous Lanolin. Then go and buy one pint of lleatsfoot oil from
a hardware store or shopping center. Place these two together in their
entirety in a pan and heat on a stove until they liquefy together. Stir until
well mixed. Apply to affected leather while warm, wait overnight, apply a second
coat, and wipe of excess with a dry, lint-free rag. This will soften and
nreserve leather of antiquity, and it will also work well in the rejuvination
of well-worn shoes. It's also good for 'breaking in" your chiid’s baseball
glove: this is an excellent leather preservative, used by libraries for leather
bindings and by museums for taking care of leather objects.

————-HAPPY St. PATRICK'S DAY!



