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SOCIETY GET TOGETHER

There will be no Hay meeting of the Tscambia County Mistori
Instead, on Tuesday, dune 2 at 7:00 PM, thers will be a societal p
in henor of Jefferson Navis's oirth"ay at Mrs, Thomas . {Tlvira) 4 s
home at 105 lecLellan in Trewton. leat and rolls will be furnished, but
mermhers attending are requeste’ to bring SJch dishes as casseroles, salads,
"~'50“fs, or relishes, lfembers are invited to }:1ng guests, Plsase let
us fnow that y ou are go*nv to be able to qttrnﬂ by calling C€7-3C22, 067-
Lhlily, or ”f7 626, Please do come for an enjoyable and friendly evening
g=t together,
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CUARTERLY RETRACTION
The articles, "Grandfathers' ant "Grandmothers', which appeared in the

March Historical qcc1ety Quarterly, were written by i'rs, J, Grecley (Zssie
Etallworth) McGowin, Mrs, Annie C, aters' name appeared as the author cf
these articles due to an inadvertant copy typist's error. Mrs, McCowin was
writing about her nrandmother, Ophelia Crosby Stallworth, and her grandfather,
Mr., Joseph Jackson Stallworth in these pieces,

The editorial staff apologizes for this 0/°rs’a%t, hoping that it caused

Ao

no fi..lcu1t1es or confusion on the parts of readers,
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MUSELM DEYIS

As the college's Spring academic quarter draws to a close, the museum
is looking forward tc a summer of exhibit improvements and additions. The
archaeological materials recovered from Forts Montgomery and Crawford and
Cantonment Montpelier--dating from the pericd of 1014-1021--are now in the
process of bheing preserved and scrted for final placement in exhibits and
study collections,

Or, Nonald Peters, P,D,5,, of Crewton has donated a turn-of-the-century
medical-dental cabinet with an assortment of denta1 instruments and accecss-
ories which will form the mainstay of an carly dentistry exhibit., ''e are
searching for a pedal-powered dental drill unit te fill out the disnla

M, fieth Allen of Milton, F]orle has conated a ccllection of antique
teols to be used in the blucksm1t=1ng aisplay, HMe and ¥Fir, Mank Le ;
of lclLellan, Florida have also donated materials to be used in a p
showing of nineteenth century cotton production in South Alshama,

]

rs., C.P, Garrett of Brewton has donated a blue WCOL, red strined

swimsuit and a brass-handled formal parasol, both used in 1907, for inclusion
the museun's costume and dress collection, Poth items are in an out _standing
Tacilitie

state of preservation, and they will be exhibited as soon as exhibit ¢
are prepared for that purpose,
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vimMORIALS

the following memorial biography will ccnstitute
ewslet ter. Ylembers and readers are rem: hat
i tiographical art ticles such as th?s for the sake
>Nara

THOMAS E, MCMILLAN

Thomas Edward Mellillan was born July 10, 1912 in his parents' home on
Celleville Avenue in LLewton, Alabana, Thc son of M'r, and ¥rs, Fc Leigh
hCQ*;M n, thomas was named for his maternal and naternal arandfathers; his
maternal an” paternal q1andmothers lived nexi door to each other across
the street from his homz of ! birth, which was built by Uriah Blacl:s!
in which Thomas aﬂU his parents leed until 1922, At that tlne, the ol
horieplace, one of the earliest in Prewton, was tern down and salvaged to
be used 1n the Georgian Colonial home that replaced it on the same srot.

Thoimas was christened into the Universalist Church of Prewton when
was ahoul six months olc, ‘e later attended “rewton Crammar School and nar-
ticipated in all of the school's activities, e becamc interested in music,
taking pianc lessons uncer lirs, tardy, who lived next door, Later, he Plrycﬂ
the saxophone with a band that was organized, He tired of his music an<
stopped playing when he reached hizh school age, i'is most intinmate chilcheod
playmates were Claud and Charlie Sawyer, George Yancey Shackleford, Sam Foshee
and Flournoy tLovelace,

Vhen he was about eight years cf age Tho as fell from the arched
uncer which his varents hal been marrizsd and broke both arms, ﬁt the tim
thz boy told John David Finlay, "I couldn't be in a worse Tixi!
replied, "Ch, yes, you couldj you could have the itch!®

He went to the Drewton Hich School named for his maternal arandfather,
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7.7, Miller, There, he participated in the Tutwiler Zociety, Glee Ciub, Foot-
ball, 'ho's Vho, Hardy Literary Society, Dramatic Club, Annual Staff, and Zase-
ball, liis high school friends included fscar Cordon, Flourncy Lovelace, Sam
Foshee, Paisy Miller Boyd, Marjorie iiller, Villa che Strain, Bernard C,
Cocper, e graduated in 19292,
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hcmas we to Culver

Curing the summers from 1924 to 1929, nt 13

Vaval t-aining and sports
o,
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Academy in Indiana, where he “amu1c1~atud in U £s,

hen he was home, he spent much time at the amily's ummer home at Camp

Palms, Florida, about ten miled from Port 3t, Joce and eighteen miles from

froalachicola, At this home, which was built in 121f, Thomas played,

relaxed, and, later, °nterLa1nea high school, college, and business friends,
From 1930 to 1931 !cMillan attended Cuvar Military Academy Tull time, In

addition te his studiecs aw” military training, he rarticipated in varsit

football, shellcrew, and boxing, !le was se“ecLef to represent the Culver

Y P.C.A. at the Southern Ctudents “onference. In the summer of 1930, he

licited students for the school all over Alabamaj; in the summer of 1931,
he was made regimental Adjutant of the Corps of Carlets, Additicnally, he won
the gold medal for overall athletic accomplishments and he won the heavyweight
boxing championship,

In the fall of 1931, HcMillan transferred te the University of Alabama,
y f i c tiacarr cular ectivitie including:

v
s, in
Classy Presicent, Jdunior Class; member,
'31, '32, and '33; Delegat
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Constitutional Convention; and member of the "A¥ club, vher Meifilian was
initiate” into the Telta !appa Tpsilon {"Dcke”) fraternity, a srccial
Sesegony vas he}d in whicﬁ his father, £ Leigh Meillan--himsel? a Towa
SaleE. menber who hail used his fraternity nin on Thomas'first diapec--

;

o
~
sresented the pin to his son,
ffonas started studying law during his final year in the university's
NvoZ, school,As a result, he saved a yecx' time in law school,

Vhile at the Unlver51cy of Alabama MclMillan met Slvira Hin

Tuscaloosa, A romance develored; when Jo tors decided it best for him te snend
2 year in the Vnst he and Elvira decided to marry before he had

They were narried on August 11, 1935 in Montgoner/ flabana, ifi:. !
prepgre' but memorably happy ceremony, Thomas and Elvira went to = Ea

an¢ Cuba Tor their honeymecon, ‘'Mhen they returned to Crewton, a c;\—guest

reception was held for them by his mother,

The couple went to Tucson, Arizona in the fall of 1925, There, he
ContinUp* his study of Law at the University of Arizona, They rcturned to

ewton in the summer of 1934 and went to the University of Alabawa the

?“’ lowing Tall, where Theomas received his Law degree in July, 1937,

Uhile at the University the cou@le had their first child, Iva Leich,
en fay 7, 1927, The child was born prematurely, however, and died four d:ys
after birth,

!mon graduating, Mcliillan came back to Frewton to enter hi
law firm, Mellillan and Caffey, as a partner, !‘c and his wife 1
his ‘parents until their own home was built, a house that was g
by his parents, The site chosen for the home was on the corner
and ficlellan streets, where once had stocd thz home of Jeptha !
a pioneer resident of Prewtoen,
Gn July 12, 19r0, =1 Le 10“ ¥eviiilan II was born to the courle; the
was named for HJ_s orandfathﬁr _ilke his father, =d Leigh was
christened in the Universalist Church at a tender ace (F"LlUd[y 16, 1911),
Two more sons--Thomas =,, Jr. and Robert ¢ a caughter, fatle, vere
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Lorn to Thomas and Zlvira,

Tr, B, 0V, leMidlan, Thomas' father's first cousin, left a large
estatz for charlty in Cscambia ”ounty Alabama, Thomas's father was
nlaced in charge of this estate, and Tnonas inherited D, V,'s family
paintings and a fine gun collection, These materials are still in the
family, as is a fine library of rare bcoks, many of which relate directly

to the his Lo“y of this region, Thonmas £, was, like his father, intensely
interested in the histery of South Alabama and, in particular, the area
of and near Crewton,

Thomas had always had an interest in cattle in addition to his commit-
ment to his legal profession, !!is cattle activities were centerec in
and near Trewton and Zrooklyn, anﬁ he also owned range lands in Conecuh
County, #As he huilt, bred, and developed his herd, Thomas's stochk became
some of the finzst in the Jeep Scuth,

Thomas's primary interest and investment was law, Influential,
enercetic, and imaginative by nature, Thomas put his tr iﬂi ng to UO““
in a myrla. o7 arcas, including 1an4 managenent and oil exnloration,
e was alwayes successful in his endeavors, and he was extremcly active
almost constantly, ''ith his ofiices at The Leigh Place (comeleted 1969),
he cperated with the community for i hetterment and growth Licowas
ly associated with T,%, Miller Mill cmpany until his - ath, an’! he
owned MelMillan i1l Cowmpany (Drewton} and was a partner in Plﬂ—.iora
t Products, The attourney for Southern Pine Tlectric C00|erat1ve,
n on the Poard of Directors of T,R, Miller Fill Company, First
ank, Cotton Ctate Life Insurance Company (aLsca1 a} Southlan?
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C }, “eal Lumber and

~ational Life Insurance Co, (Tuscalocosa},

Co., (Slountstown, F‘orl'a), anc “eal Ttore Company, als
Remaining active in the cattle business, he acquire:

Plantation, near Zvergreen, Ccnecuh County, Alabama, teo exnant h*"

cattie 1nte rests, ''‘e was a‘so Vice Presicent and “7rector for the Alabama

Polled Herferd Associaticn, Tirector of the Southeastern Polled ?erf

‘sscciaticn, member of the Fscamhia County Cattlemen's fAssociat

of the /1abana Cattleren's Asscciation, and Member of the “‘ationzl Cattle

men's association,

t’is civic interests and dedication were equally broad and involving,
McMillan served as Vice Presicznt for the Gulf Coast ?cu?nil, ocy Scouts
of America ant' was presented the Cilver Pzaver award in 197C: he was
presented the Tean's Award from the University of Alabzma in 1972; nember
of the 2fficizl Pecard of the Trewton “Plvevsallst Church; received the
distinguished service awarc from the Z“scambiz County ''istorical *ociety

in 1970 prese nted with the Alabama Fistorical ’omnlss on's fward of Verit
for preserving and restoring flabama's heritage, 1974 and, posthumously,
he was awarded Frewton's ilan of the Year in 1972,

Themas T, !c™iillan died quite suddenly on June 27, 1977; he is
buried in Union Cemetery, Grewton, Alabama,

in honor of his outstanting acheivements in the fields of historic
preservation and heritage conservation, the official museun of Fscambia
County, located on the campus of Jefferson Tavis Ctate 3unior Collecc
in Prewton, which serves an area of 2,500 square miles,is named after
him; this facility, the Thomas =, licifillan i'useum, was dedicated in
his memory on ilay 6, 1979,
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bDon't forget: There will be "0 May mectingy we'll see you all at

Clvira McMillan's home on Tuesday, Jure 2, 7:00 Pl




