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The “seaabia Cowaty ilistorical .ociety will hold its monthly mecting ebruary
23, 7 p.m. in the museun. The progran will be given by Troy L. Curtright,
“Collecting O1¢ Bottles™. Ile is a pharmacist anl 1s owner oi Brewton Super
Drums in the Brewton deights shopping Center.

Trov was born in Dothan, Alabama, grew up in Tuskegee Alabama, and grad-
wated from Tuskesee Hish tchool. ile attended Auburn University and sracuated
in 1965. After graduation he moved to Drewton ilabama and was employed by
DBrewiton iiedical Center Pharmacy iroa Leptember 1566 until July of 1972. lle
ooened his own store, Drewton .uper Jruls, in Deceaber 1972. Ie is a .acaber of
Tappr Psi Professional Fraternity and a member of American Collectors Club.
Proy iz married to Carolyn ilcLean Curtright, also from Tuskesee and graduated
from Auburn Universitve. she is employed as the City Commumnity iducation Lirector.
Thew have two children, Deth 14 and Leuis 12. Higs aother irs. Llenor Curtright
lives in ‘ontgomery, ilabama and he has one brother, ur. 'Te 1. Curtright of ilobile.
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Troy's interest in collecting old bottles started in Dreuton. The many
different and wusuwal Dotent medicines and the Humurous Cures’ that werce claim-
ed on the labels, or ecabozsed in the glass on carly mecdicine bottles was very
interesting to him and he started collecting these. Later e began to expand from
mcaicines to sodz bottles, ale and mindral mter. ...

Going on hottle digs is a lot of fun, and very satisiying when a good bottle
is found. e also trades for bottles with other collectors or at markets. Old
druz stores provide a zood source oif wrescription bottles and patent medicine.
Dottles can tell much about the period in which it was aade and the .aethod of

class-making.
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e exhibit, “"Treasurcs oi the Orient’ will be shown at the suscum through
Fobruary. The collections consist of seterials from 1500 B.C. to modern day.
There are includel in the shoiing, rTine collections or oriental ccramics and
porcelaintrares froa ina, Viet iJaa, Chino ond Korea. lacluded are materials
from the “ung, Tang, and liing dynasties of china; costumecs, personal goods, art-
works, and other materials placed together to form a basis Tor capturing the
flavor of oriental culture over ten centuries.

ilrs. 'Te Tmactt Brooks has donatad the Tirst radio uzed in Drewton to the
museum. This was made in 1914 and purchased in 1922 by . Umanet Brooks. Hre
Brooks’ enthusiasn lew Sh

him to found the first racdio station in Drewton, 7 1J,
in:1947.,

iire Prank Luttrell, Jr., has conated o 1516 nodel Kodak Browmie camera to
the» muscun, This will be used with other old photograsiic materials to placed
on permanent exhibit vhen o suificient collection has been brought together.

Yirs. Thomas e iiciiilloan has donated o 1930's illuaminated stereographic
viewer by Yevstone, complcete with over one aundrec stereophotographic viewing
cards of scenes of the world in their orisinal booli-back camoflage boxes. This
will be »laced in such 2 way as to allou tour srouyps to look through the VieWore

lrs. Betty Ioomes has donated two 19507s Hodak cameras, one of which is in
its oririnal boz with Tlash, accessorics, and iastructions. This will be tied
with the shotorraphic collection to shoiur how ohotography by the average verson
evolved into o mojor hobby field in morec receat yeorse.
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The \labama Tistorical Association has aporoved the text to be emboszsed on
2 historical marker ihich will be vlaced at the junction of the 01 Pollard Road

and Usde Jighuavs 2931 ag soon a3 1t is monufactured and delivered. ‘“iter the
funés to vay for the marker have been allocated, tae celiverv dote will be about

Five weeks Tfollovins the actual order cate. This mcans taat the aarker can be
expected to have been placed by late ~April or early :iaye.
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unily Tallace i'inlay
By

John David ¥inlay, Jr.

During the swaaer of 1901, my wmother talled with ae severcl tiaes about
writing articles on the lives of my father, John DuvicC i'inlay, and my graadfather,
John Sdgarc led? Pinlay. “he wanted this done so that they aignht be incluced

in future issues of the “Igcambia County ilistorical Society fuarterly®. ot
having done anv "mriting, so to speak, since toking soue courses at Jefferson
Davis Juaior Collere in 1975-76,,1I s not eager to start'thiz tank.. I never
(reamec. tuat in the winter oi’ 1502 I would bhe writing an accounc o ay mother's
lite.

mily “allace was born in Laifayette, Alabama on July 2, 1507, the seventh
child of James iowiard and “mily Muller T"allace. ier father was a partner in the
,tqnlev and singer Construction Company. The faaily lived on o small farm on

the edne of towm, and I remember as a child seeing the farm animals, vesntable
rarden and fields of corn. On her motheris sicde she waz the zrand-niece of
Civil “ar hero ‘illiam . fuller. It was fuller who uas the conductor on o Jas--
senger train in Georzia where tuenty yankees led by James J. Andrews high~jacked
P™aller's train while the vassengers and crew vere uaviing breakfast at a hotel in
Big Shanty QKvnnosxw) Georgia. 1uller's successful eight hour, eighty-seven
mile chase and capture of the yankee szpies made him and his locomotive "The
Ceneral’ famous. This steam-enrine has been preserved in the Chattanooga train
stltion. in 1962, one hundred years after the chase, “The General” toured the
southeast, stooping in Broeuton on Hoveaber 2X . 19562,

Jm117 and. her Tamily were amembers oif the Laifayette Daptist Church. oshe
attended the »nublic schools in Lalfayette and was valedictorian of her high school
class. ifollowing her gracduation, she eatercd MMlorence Jtate Teacher?s College
and earncd lier teacher's certitficate in elemcntary education. After teaching for
two vears in Jasper, Alabama, she accepted a job with the Drerton City School
Zistems She aliavs enjoyed telling about aer arrival in Brewton. L1 was the

custom for the youngbachelors to mect the traing andé sec the newr teachers arrive.
”he never forsot her reception at the Brewton Depot in 1929. Oth‘r teachers in
dretrton ot this time who later marricd local men included: iary . veneu(lirs.
Roh Finlay), Lyvdia inklea (ﬂrs. Te C. lurd) and Henrietta CouLow ( lrse. Paul
Ti1l). laude Cheotham, later iirs. o Pe Yelldell, was gchool pri 101)&1

Timily Tallace wag fortunate in being able to board with Llr uit Judge and
iles. John e Leighe. Their large home ot 315 Lelleville Aveaue woag Cirectly across
the strect from the Brewton 1lemeatary .chool. The house still stands ag the
Leish Place. lirs. ilebel Leigh ran a hOW“'ln” house in a amanmncr and style rarely

ecrualled,  The husge rooms verc filled with anticues. ileals were served by a
man--servant in a ohite coat and the foold was excelltat. irs. Leigh ané her cook
were especially known for their desserts, a fact not overlooked by Judge Leigh's
nephew, John David inliy, who joined his relatives each _unday for dessert.

Tmily and John David werc married on July 3, 1930, at the home of ner warents
in Lallavette. A large Breuton contingent vas in atteazance. The groom’s half-
brother, @ Leigch Iicilillan, took moving pictures during the reception. The
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clothing styles and the jerky movements of the people in the film always intrigued
me when I watched the filas as a youn:; chilcd at my uncle's house.

The new couvle lived with ilr. Jed in his large home at 435 Belleville Avenucs
The new bride learned ruickly to be hostess to many of her father—in-law's
relatives who regarded the i*inlay home in Brewton as the place to be during the
2rious holidavs. Visiting ilethocdist ministers and bishoos usually stayec with
ir. Jed who attended iletholdist Amnual Conference for Iif'ty years. It was a large,
happv household like so many others of that time.

Tuo children were born to John David and Laily:s John David, Jr. in 1531
and Tmily in 1%35. The family continued to live on 3elleville Avenue until 141
when a new home was completed on flco i1ill, This twelve acre site had been in
the family since Judge Jo 1. Leigh purchased it January 24, 1902 from J. B.
0'Bannon. John David's mother, Kate Leigh uchiillan tinlay, had given the property
to him prior to her death in 1929. On this location in Jeptémber, 1313, a skiraish
took place betueen an American Border Patrol force, wmade up of voluntecers, and a
wvar partyv of Creeck Indians. Relics of this skirmish, recoverel by Curator John
Powell in 1930-31, are on display at the Thomas T, icilillan liuseuins

As her children were srouing up, Umily taught Sunday school at the Mirst
ilethodist Church, was president of “omen of the Church for several years, and
also served 25 president of the P.T.ole

During the 1960%'s Tmily and John David startec traveling. Their first trips
were usually with R. J. and Jula ilurphy and the Alabama Banker's Association.

Thev visited such places as the Caribbean, iexico City and icapulco. Also, during
this time 2 trip was made to Turope. In 1970, they took a ten week tour aroundc
the world. Their eroup was one of hie last to visit the teaples of Angkor “‘at
in Cambodia. Hishlirhts of the trip included visits to the Taj liahol, the Kenya
Came Proserves in Africa, Jovot, long Kong and the Chinese Jationalist luseun
in ormosa. ‘ithin the next feu years they toured Hussia and other countries
chind the Iron Curtain and South America. Ln the Spriag of 175 John David
becane ill while on 2 trip in the lmerican wegst. ile died October 1, 1976. In
1577, “mily took her last long trip with her close friencs Joe and lary llcCain
of Oklahoma City. llary had been her roommate in college. This tour included
rustralia, ew Zealand, and Tahiti. Thus, during her life~time, Zmily visited
21lmost every major country and city in the world.

Doth szhe and her husband were charter wmembers of the igtorien] HoclelY.

Both were very active with its various projects aad thoroughly enjoyed their
associntion with the orgamization. On iay 16, 1974, they hosted a specinl meeting
of the society at their home. Dmily was Historian at one time and then lemoriul
Chairmin and a Trustee. _ .

\ keen bridge player, Nnily enjoyed being a member oi a br}dge club for ov?r
thirty vears. “he loved {lowers and studied arrangements learning to execute thein
Jith slrill. “he often arransed flowers for friends aad family meabers who were
entertaining. An ercelleat éook, she always enjoyed preparing new ¢izshese.

fler co-4orkers on various projects found her bo be a straight Torward, hard-
working individual who stayed with a job until it was finished %o u hizh standarde

v
4
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she lived o full and rewarding life and died at the age oi T4 on Jovember 27, 1981.
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“mily "lallace Finlay

rse tauce Yelcdell

dre. and lirs. Lewis Pinlay, Jr.
lirs. Ifielen Robertson

Mr, and ilrs. Robert C. iiciiillan

Clara Beecland Urooks

iira. laude Yeldell
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llelen Roberts Xelly
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Interested in Dyrd, Lampkin, Lambkin. Johnson, Dnowcen families.
ilrs. Clarence Cole
3056 South Pine
Brady, Texas 763625

woLP! LLP Y
? If so, would you like

“ere vour ancestors residents of Tscambia County
If you o Cesire please senc

to have them included in a hiztory of the county?

the familyv genealosy to:

iirs. Annic laters
Rt. 5, Box ATl
Brewton, Alabana  36/126
Berin with vour earliest knowm imerican ancestor and trace the direct line to the
first one in Tmeambia (Coneecuh and. Baldwin), then give names, dates, marriages
and children down to 1925 or 1030, If you are limited in the auwount of cata

that wou have plexse send it in aayway. Scnd in as soon us possible.
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Vour 1982 dues wre now due. Lend to:

Escambia listorical Zociety
2.0. Box 276
Drewton, Alabama 36427

HLUORTALL
Send your memorials to. o .
ifrg. lvira utcidllan

Jraver do. 649
Brewton, Alabama 3627



