The March Meeting

Tuesday, March 24, 2009,3:00 p. m
At the Thomas E. McMillan Museum
Jefferson Davis Community College Campus

*******Don ’t FO rqet****‘k**
Itis time to Pay Dues for 2009

Business Members: Don’t Forget to Renew Your
Membership for 2009

Surveying the Ellicott Line

This image from the bronze map of Alabama (which is in front of the Alabama Archives and
History Building in Montgomery) has this accompanying text:

“Using a 67-foot-long surveyor's chain, U.S. Surveyor General Andrew Ellicott led a team to
survey and establish the U.S. southern boundary with Spanish West Florida. This line remains
the boundary between Alabama and Florida, except in Mobile and Baldwin counties.”

The Program: The Ellicott Line The Speaker: Jeff Ross

Guest spesker Jeff Ross will present a pro- Retired from Alabama s corrections depart-
gram on the surveyor' s linecommissioned by ~ ment, Jeff, anative of Escambia County, livesin
the United States government inthe laeeght-  Atmore.
eenth century. Heis interested in history andis amember of

It established the boundary between the Mis- the Atmore Historicd Society, and the Sons of

sissippi Territory (the United States), and Span- the Confederat e Veterans of Badwin County.
ish West Florida Heis knowledgesbl e about and has presented
programs on the Mobile Ddta and Alabamd s

Indian Mounds.
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The Program (continued)

The Ellicott Line and the Ellicott Stone or St. Stephen’s Meridian

The web site, “ The Mound Ling" <http:/www.higorygquest.com> describes the line and the stonewhich marks it:

“Qurveyedin 1799 to mark the 31° North Latitude, thisline chartedthe firg southern boundary of the United
Sates, sparaing the U.S from Sanish Florida.

“The line was marked a one-mileintervals by earthen mounds approximately fifteen-fee square andthree-feet
high with a charred lighter-pine pod & the cater, hencethe name Mound
Line.

“ Jointly surveyed by Major Andrew Ellicott , U.S Commissioner, and
Egteban Minor, Spanish Commissione, [itspurpose was| to deermine
boundaries as agreed in theT reaty of San Lorenzoin 1795.

The linebegan & the Mississppi River, ran eag along31° North Laitude
tothe Chatahoodhee River, thence eventually to the Atlantic Ocean.

The EllicottStone has been recognized by the American Society of
Civil Engineers as one of the ten initial National Historic Civil Engi-
neer Landmarks. Itis also noted by the Alabama Historic Commis-

sion as the oldest above ground artifact in the Southeast.

The EllicottStone.

The stoneis the only marker, other than mounds of
earth, which Andrew Ellicott and his team used to mark

the boundary line. “ Stockton (Alabama) was divided by thisling
The inscription on the side of the stone facing Spanish with some resder_ﬂs “Vln_g In tthmted

West Florida, pictured above, is inscribed in Spanish with States and some in Spanish Florida Although

"Dominos de S.M.C. CAROLUS IV. Lat. 311799.” Theside Stockton became a ‘border town,” U.S. law

of the Ellicott Stone whi ch faced what was then the Missis-

sippi Territoryisinscribed in English, "U.S. Lat. 311799." gmera”y prevalled inthearea.

(from “The Mound Line")

The Surveyor: Andrew Ellicott

Andrew Hlico tt
From a miniature portrait from 1799.

The online encyclopedia, Wikipedia, in its articl e on the surveyor notes
these accomplishments in addition to the survey of the Ellicott Line:

“Andrew Ellicott (January 24, 1754 — August 28, 1820) was a U. S. sur-
veyor who helped map many of the territories west of the Appalachians,
surveyed the boundaries of the District of Columbia, continued and com-
pleted Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Fant’s wo rk on the plan for Washington, D.
C., andserved as a teacher in survey methods for Merriwether Lewis.”

(Picture and text from Wiki pedia <http://en.wikipedi a.org/wiki/
Andrew_Ellicott>)
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News of the Society and Announcements

ECHS President Jerry SSmmonsat Mobile Genea-
| ogical Soci ety Meeting

Saurday, March 14 Jerry Simmons was on the program & a
regular megting of the Mobile Gened ogy Sodiety, representing
the Escambia County Historica Society. Ann Biggs-Williams
was to have d so been on the program, but had aterrible virus
and was unable to make it.

So Jerry had to wing it, with the assistance of his lovey wife,
Dianne. He reports that folks there were extremey courteous,
gracious, and just plan nice. Were sure they were informed by
the presentation and even enjoyed it.

Pensacola Genealogical Society Conference

TheWest-Florida Genedlogicd Sodciety’ s Conference on
April 4, 2009 will have Debra Sandstrom, LLC, the* Ancestry
Detective” of Ancestry.com.

Scheduled for 9:00 a m. — 3:00 p.m. (Registration begins at
8:30 am.), the conference will be held a the Bayview Senior
Center, 2000 East Lloyd St., Pensacola, Horida

Topcs indude * Getting Started in Genedogy,” “ The T hree
D’s: Deeds, Death, Divorce,” * Obscure Record Sources,” and
“ Heritage Quest.com; An Underutilized Resource.”

Cost is $30.00 for members, $35.00 for non-members and
includes a Continentd Breskfast and a box lunch from
Normd s By-the-Bay.

Questions? Cdl 982-8247 or email
pnobles@panhandle.rr.com

Alabama Historical Association Annual Meeting
April 23-25, 2009 in T uscd oosa

A booklet with the complete program and registration form is
availablein the Alabama Room.

ECHS Needs Researchers

Jerry Simmons our president, isd so the Museum Coordina-
tor, ajob and responsibility paid for by the college. Jerry has a
lot on his plate. Every week, he receives numerous inquiries
asking mainly for informetion about families for gened ogicd
use.

The Alabama room, of course, is a source of much of this
type of information. Jerry would like to be able to answer dl
the inquiries and he has done the best he can. However, the
situation isunfar to Jerry.

TheBoard of Trustees would liketo suggest to thesociety
that we turn these inquiries over to someone, one or more, who
would do this work on afee basis T his isa common practice in
many societies and there are some grea fee-based, experi enced
researchers in many towns.

To our knowledge, we have none in thisimmediate area
Please consider doing this yoursdf, and if you would liketo
get on Jary’ s list of fee-researchers, plesse let Jary know.

And, of course, we are still open to volunteers.
Museum Web Site

Check out theThomas E McMillan page on the college
website

<http://museum.jdcc.edu>

A new page was recently added and more will be forthcom-
ing inthe next few weeks.

Queries

Seeking Information about Adopted Twin Boys

SylviaMorris of Mobile has inquired aout twin boys
adopted in the first haf of the 20th century by a Mr.
Castleberry (of Castleberry, AL). She wantsto know the birth
names of the children. If you can offer any assistance, contact
Jerry Simmons.
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Information about Leonard McGowan

Lary Massey ininterested in any information about Leonard
McGowan, who shot Railroad Bill. Lary would like to know
where he lived, wha he did after killing the outlaw, etc? Larry
states in hisemail tha he ran across something on the web
once that stated that he goparently didn't live around Brewton.
Anyone with information can contact Jerry Simmons.
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ECHS Field Trip to M agee Farm and M obile M useum of Art

Monday, March 30, 2009 Cost
Magee Farm Magee Far m - $8.00 per person group rates. Museum of

Art - $10.00 ($9.00for seniors) per person for agroup of

L ocated north of Mobile, thisisthe scene of the signing of less than 12: $8.00 per person for group o 12or more.

theterms for the ceasefireprior to thesurrender of the last

organized Confederateforces east of the Mississippi. Transportation
TheMobile Museum of Art By car. Car-poolingcan bearranged
The Museum isnow showing the exhibit entitled Final Plans

“Illuminating the Word, apresentation o 100 pages of the : :
Saint John'sBible, thefirst handwritten, illuminated bible !l the detailsand adjustments can be made at the March

24 medting.

of themodern era.

. Coordinator
Time -

A big “Thank you” to Ann Biggs —-Williams who hasmade

Tentative plansareto be at Magee Farm by 10:30 a m. for all the arrangements

atour of thehome and grounds. Then, after lunch, to beat
the Mobile Museum o Art at 1:30 p. m.

Two pages from the Saint
John’s Bible, 100 o fwhich
areondisplay at the Mo -
bile Museum of Artin an
exhibit called Il luminating
the Word,” the exhibit
courtesy of the Minneapo -

lis Institute of Aart.

The page on the leftis en-
titled “The Birth of Christ,” e R
the one on the right, “To e i O
the Ends of the Earth,” is f»ru:«vr';l'«-*']‘-'|--;-«!~a- was thatallwere
the frontispiece for the ex- S
hibitand was inspired by a ™ 8
photograph from the Hub - \
ble Telescope.

Commissionedby Saint’s
John’s University and Ab-
bey, the Saint John’s Bible
is a combination of the old

and the new.

Theold is represented by
the calligraphy of the texts
which is being produced by
scribes in Wales under the
direction of the scribe to

Queen Elizabeth.

The illuminations orart
and decorations are the
new . lllustrations cour-
tesy of the web site lllumi-
nating the Word at <http://
www. atamiaorg/il luminating-
the-word/about.cfim>

VOLUME 36, NUMBER 03 Page4



Our Business Members

Please patronize our new businessmembers. Besureto tell them you appreciatetheir support of the Escambia County Historical Sod ety!

DIXON’S NURSERY

Nursery—Landscaping—Irrigation
323 Dixon Nursery Road

Brewton, Alabama 36426
Phone (251) 867-5847

Bel; 251-867-7920
Biz- 251-867 -9997
€ .mail:-goobfho@hotmail.com

gnttqya%g 3&&1‘3 tworks

Alan Bobinson
205 Hirport Drive
Breiton

Al 36426

KEVIN ONEIL MCKINLEY
ATTORNEY AT LAwW

100 NORTH MAIN ST,
ATMORE, AL 36502

251-446-3495
MCKINLEY297 1 @YAHDO.COM

(A proud sponsor ofthe Eszambia County Historical Suciety)

Hurri-Clean
109 St. Joseph Avenue

Place vour future in our hands...

“The Bank
To Believe In”’

A Locally Owned Community Bank
Striving to Meet Your Financial Needs

* Rates hased on * Fixed rates up to 15 » Fost approvals
lemgth of time years
ond type of

colloteral

= Lacol closings
* Adjustable rates N
up fo 30 years * Minimum fees on

. oll loans
= Home Equity Loons

+ Canstruction Loans

SCAMBIA
OUNTY BANK

(). Box 601 = Flomaton, Alabama 36441
Telephone (251) 296-5356

<HURRIZGIEAN>
Emergency Service Contractors
Water ¢ Fire * Mold
Smoke * Storm

Brewton, AL 36426

Telephone (251) 867-5895
Emergency (251) 809-0900
Fax (251) 867-8865

www.hurri-clean.com
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CHARLIE GERMAN
OWNER

WWoodlands:
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The ECHS Journal Section

Magee Farm

This account of the meeting of
the two generalsaswe | asdl
the pctures are taken fromthe
web pagefor Magee Farm
www. histori cmagesfar m.coms.

This megting between Gen-
eral Richard Taylor and Gen-
eral E. R S Canby led toan
agreament for a ceasefire “The_y then proceeded to
prior tothe surrender of the || ST ——ta" > sl the dining room, where
last organized Confederate = "= champagne had been pre-
forces east of the Mississippi pared. The Union band gruck up the melody of " Hail

“ Onthe morning of April 29, 1865 the historic meating Columbia,” General Canby dispatched ordersforthemto

occurred. The Magee Farm was to bethe sage forthe ~ Play "Dixie” but General Taylor intervened, and said

“The Generals, along
with one aide each, went
into the parlor, and with
the doors shut, discussed
and agreed to a cease fire.
The @tirematter took just

overten minues or so.

negotiaions of peace between

that perhgps"Hail Columbia"

North and South.

“Union General Canby ar-
rived by train with a brigade
of troops numbering around
1800 men, complegewith a
military band. T he Federal
contingent were dtiredin
their best dress uniforms, and
were said to cu a dashing

image. |

i woul d be more suitableforthe

future.

“ Asthe champagne bottles
were uncorked, General T aylor
said tha it wasthemog pleas-
ant popping sound he had heard
inthelast four years. T hey then
toastedthe event, and ameal
was served, which was most

4 welcomed by all in atendance.

“ Several hourslaer, Confeder-

ate General Taylor (Son of pres-
dent Zachary T aylor) arrived
standing on the back of a railroad
push cart, powered by two black
servants. He was accompanied
by a sngle military aide, Colonel
Myers.

“Both General Taylor and his
aide's uniforms were soiled, ta-
tered and both men looked very
worn, but nonethe less, they gp-
proached with military bearing,
and heads held high, looking
their foe diredly intheeyes. It
was suggested that the party re-
tireto the comfort of the Magee
home, dter acordial gredting.

VOLUME 36, NUMBER 03

| “ After some small talk, Gen-
eral Taylor andhis aide left for
his Headquartersin Meridian,
‘Missssippi. Genera Canby
%then returned back to Mobile.
~ “Afte much discussion by
couriers andtelegrgoh, afina
date was set, andthe Confeder-
ateforces under General Tay-
lor's command, surrendered &
Citronelle, Alabamaon May 4,
11865.”
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Snapshots

To the Left, a picture of Lyon Jemiganand his mother
Emile Jemigan.They are pictured with the Schwinn Bi-
cycle, which isdisplayed in the Museum and was used to
delivergroceries from the People’s Market in Brewton
(1815-1979). Lyon is adescendantof the W.Y. Jernigan

who owned the bicycle.

To the leftand
below, pictures
of the Art BEx-
hibit, “In Resi-
dence,” an exhi-
bitionof local
artists,will be
ondisplay in the
Museum
through March
29th.

The exhibitis
sponsored by
the Brewton
Arts Council and
Jefferson Davis
Community Col-

lege.

In the picture above, second graders from
Brewton Elementary enjoying the Mu-

seum .
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Cub Scouts visitthe Museum

Pictured at the leftand beginning with the front row,
left to right, are DominicBeasley, Austin McCall, lan
Gardner, Dylan Ingram, Cobi Godwin, Devin Wilson,
Chase Hammac, Matthew Murphy, Waylon Sanders,
Edward Hart, Michael Murphy, Patrick Lovelace, Levi
Fuqua, Shirley Beasley, Frank Beasley, Chris Ham-
mac, Debra King, Christina Jones, Ella Hart, Clara
Hart, Austin Douglas,Amanda Gardner, Susan Craw-
ford, Sharon Wilson, Shirley Wilson, Pat Summerin,

Jim Hart, Carolyn Hart, and Dwian Ingram.
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German POW Photos from Aliceville Museum

T he photographs show activities of the
German POW'’s at Camp Aliceville. Ala-
bama
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The ECHS Journal Section

German POWSs In Alabama During World War 11

By Charles Ware

Thefollowing artide firg gp-
peared in Atmaore magaz nefor
December 2008. Itisreprinted

by permission

“During WorldWaear |l, asthe
battlesfor North Africa were
coming to aclose American and
British forces were taking large
numbers of German and Itaian
solders as prisoners Findly, in
May of 1943 with the surrender
of Rommd's Afrika Kompsin
T uwida more than 250,000 pris-
oners weretaken. T hese prisoners

“Canp Alicevillewas cond d-
ered a base canp. A basecon-
tained dl thefecilities necessary
for the support of thousands of
prisoners Other base camps
were soon congructed a Ope-
lika Ft. McCldlan near Annis-
ton, andFt. Rucker near Enter-
prise.

“TheFt. Rucker campinitidly
housed Itaian prisoners but
when Itdy surrendered lder in
e | 1943 these were moved to other

. | locatiors. After that, only Ger-
‘manswere interned in Alebama

were hdd intemporary com-
pounds wntil they could be proc-
essed and sert to prisoner of war

German POW'ss in classroomat Camp Aliceville.

.Photos courtesy of the Aliceville Museum Collection.

“Later, ass PONswere being
put to work outside the camps,
smdler sadlite camps were con-
structed The satdlite camps were

(POW) campsfor the duration of
the war. Most were sent by ship to various ports on the esst coast
of the United Sates. It was here that thousands of these prisoners
learned that they werebeing transported to afar off destination
that maost of them had never heard of - Aldbama

“ | grew up in Alabamain theyears following the war ad | had
never heard anything about POW camps beng located here, but in
fact, Alabamahoged one of thelargest concertrati ons of German
POWsinthe wolld Same of thecamps werelocated not far from
Atmore

“Construction of campsin Alabamahad begun in 1942, shortly
after the United States had entered thewar. T hese canps were
origindly plamed for dien internmert but remained mostly unoc-
cupied until thespring of 1943 After the Axis defeat in North
Africa, the United Sates and Great Britdn agreed that the vag
maj ority of prisonerswould beinterned in the United States A
crash program was begun, by the Amy Corps of Engineers to
enlarge theexiging camps and to congruct many more camps
throughout the courtry, Because of climate concerns, mog of
these camps were to be constiue southern regions of the country.
By 1945 there were about 500,000 POW s in over 500 canps
throughout the United States

“Thefirst camp in Alabamawas constructed near Aliceville just
west of T usca oosa Camp Alicevilleconsisted of frame barracks
and numerous ather administrative buil dings situated on over 700
acres of land. In addition, prisoners were provided with recrea
tiond aress, theatres severd mess hdls, and ahospitd. It was
virtudly agmdl city. T hecamp was surrounded with two barbed
wire fences with a"'no man'sland" in between and with many
guard towers and light stands. It could accommadate 6,000 prison-
ers and up to 1,000 American military and support persomd.

located in aress where the damand for prisoner |abor wasthe
greatest and were usudly designed for 200 to 300 men Each sa-
dlitecamp was assigned to a base camp for support. By 1945
there were over 20 sadlite campsin thestate Same of those near-
est to Atmore were located near Greenville, Evergreen, Laxley,
and Foley. In dl, there were over 16,000POW s in camps through-
out Alabama

“Thefirst POWsarivedin Alicavilleon June 2, 1943. Nearly
everyone in town turned aut to withesstheevent. T here were
amed sddiers and pdicemen lining thestregts The prisoners
arived viaaFriscoRailroad specid train. Same of then weretoo
tired and wesk to dimb down from thetrain and had to be assisted
off. Mog of them still woretheir tatered combat uniforms and
dungto thefew possessionsthey had been ade to bring d ong.

T hey were soon gathered into formati on and marched down the
road to the camp that would be their homefor thenext two and a
hdf years. Thiswas a scenetha would be repested many times a
Aliceville and in theother canpsin themorthsto come.

“ In each of the camps the adminidrati ve structure was set up
that the Germans themse ves woul d beresporsil e for their own
chain of command, for mog of the day to day activities of the
camp. T hey were d 0 respons bl efor ther interna security and
discigine

T here were many prablems during the first months thet the
camps were opened becausethere had been little effort by the
American military to identify which of the pii soners were hard-
ened Nazis and which werejust ord nary soldiers Only asmall
percentage were still gaunch followers of Hitler, but those who
were carried ther bdiefs into thecamps and sé aut toidentify and

(Continued on page10)
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The ECHS Journal Section

German POW'’S (continued)

(Continued frompage 9)

pons which were earned by

puni sh those prisonerswho dd
not mntinueto support the party
line

“They formed secret police
organi zati ons within thecamp
and would thregten or best ary
prisonerswho they felt were
cooperating too much with their
cgptors. T here were even afew
cases where prisoners who did
not remain loyd totheNazi
cause, were executed by the
secret police. By lde 143
American officia s had learned

of this situation and many of the
die-hard identified and sert

‘'working

“ Thecanteens were quite prof-

\itableand the prisoners were
dlowed theprofits. A committee
would decide how to spend firs
and usudly they wereused for
mord e booding items such as
'mudcd instruments, gorts
equi pment and printi ng presses.
In some camps thebarracks
were compl édy refurbished and
panted us ng canteen profits.
When the war ended some can-
teen funds contained ters of
thousards of dollars. This
would bedonated to Geman
! charitiesor dvided and padto

away to specid camps.

“Therd atiors between theguards and
prisoners underwent adramati ¢ shift from

Barracks at Camp Alice

the departing prisonersin cash

“The GenevaConventions regarding tregt-
ment of POWSs gated that only thel owvest rank-

early 1943 through 1945. At first there was quite abit of gppre-
hensi on and tension beween the groups T heguards had a gtrict
set of rulesto follow when dedling with the prisoners. Therewas

to beno corversation or contact with theprisoners If the prisoners

left the camp for awork detal, they wou d be followed by large

ing prisoners could be compelled to work outside the camps.
Therewas atremendous | abor shortagein thesauth a thistime
because of thenumber of peod e serving in thearmed forces or
having gone into thecitiesto work in defense industiies. To en-
courage prionersto work in the outside jobs the government

numbers of armed guards and even aJeep or truck with amounted  decided to pay them. Any farmer or businessthat desired to use
machinegun POW laborers had to justify, through theWa Manpower Cam-
“By 1944 thinas H ~ mission, that the need was critica and could not be filled from
dqany o dréeti caﬁ loca sources. T hey coud then contract with the Commission to
Guar%s o rison%rs providel aborers and were required ==
p to pay to the Cammisdon the going

Eggnaje vra't]r?q egﬁre rate per hour for such labor.

other and wauld often “Theprisoners were dlowed to
be seentaking, jok- keep 80 centsaday of this pay.

ing and laughing They werepaidin " canteen cou-
together. Guards pons' which coud bespent only at
were sometimes seen the camp canteen The rest of thar

teking prisonersino
locd restaurarts for

pay went into campmai ntenance or
into thecanteen fund The prisoners

=l

lunchorinto athegter |Ge rman POW's atwo rk , Camp ' provided agood substitute for
to wach amovie. One Aliceville. scarce labor and by 1945 most of
prisoner even roted them were working

that by 1945, a some of thework dtes it washard to tdl the “ POW . 1
guards from the prisoners. sworked in anumber of The prisoners re-

different places, induding ware- :

“ Each of the base camps had a carteen that was runthroughthe  houses military bases offices, and ﬁﬂg; Trimﬂzgwim
prisoner organi zation The canteen was similar to an Army PX and hospitds One evenworkedasa [ hand made bricks at
stocked such things astobacco, talet atides snacks games baby dtter. Themgority of POWs Camp Alice.
books etc. In omestates, induding Alabama the canteens even
stocked beer. T hese articl es were purchased with* canteen cou-

(Continuedon pagell)
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The ECHS Journal Section

German POW'’S (continued)

(Continued from page 10)

in the south though, were employedin
timber and pu pwoad rel ael jobs or
on farms. Many hundreds of prioners
worked the farms of Ba dwin County
through the campsin Foley and L ox-
ley. Most of the prisoners who worked
from theBa dwin County campswere
probably trangported from Aliceville
through Atmore on theFrisco.

“Thecampsin Greenvilleand Ever-

gadens. Onecamp even hal aprisoner
who had been aprofessiona |andscaper.
He decorated the grounds with e aborate
designs using flowers, shrubsand
stones Other prisoners made wood
cavingsor aher atwork for thegar-
dens. Compoundswoud compete
within the camp for themonthly beauti-
fication avard. Many locd resdents
would come out to thecamp to seethese
beautiful gardens behind thebarbed
wire

green supplied workers for pulpwoaod
harvesting and timber rd ated jobs.
Many of the Camp Evergreen prioners

The Outdoor Theatre at Camp Aliceville

“Prisoners d 0 huilt soccer fidds,
gymnadums and aher sports fecilities
dongwith libraries handicraft shops,

worked for theT.R. Miller
Mill Co. and worked in
the vicinity of Brewton
and Atmore In 1945, it
was estimated that about
one-third of the pulpwoad
cut inthesouthern dates

was cut by POW workers

In thefdl of 1943 there
was a criticd need for )
workers to harvest thevast
peanut cropsinthe
Dothan and Enterprise
aea. Hundreds of POW

=7 TS

Plays, juggling,and puppet
theatre produced by the
POW'’s, Camp Aliceville.

thesters, officer and NCO dubs and many aher anenities. At
W Aliceville they built 1,000 —seat amphitheeter from bricksthat
"‘. they had madethemsd ves

“Theoff duty haursinthe
POW campswere filled with
many activities The prisoners
were given dmost totd free-
dom asto how they occupied
their freetime adintypcd
| German fashion, programs
were organi zed whichwoud
capture theinterest of dmog
everyone. Camps had bands
orchestras, dance groups

workers were cortracted
for but there was d so ashortage of guardsto
handlethemovement of so many prisoners. A

to serve astemporary guards for this opera-
tion Interestingly, this unit was madeup of
volunteer nisel Japanese (second generation
Japanese) who themsdlves, just weeks before,
had been behind barbed wire in Japanese in-
ternment camps in thewestern United Staes.

“The Germans were an

B with irstruments donated through the Y MCA

choirs, and theatricd compa
nies. Within afew months of opening, Camp
Aliceville had a40-man symphory orchedra

or purchased from canteen profits.

“Theetricd producStions were gaged with
costumes ad scenery tha had been madein the
prison workshops. T herewas awed th of ex-
perience inthe POW ranks asmany of the pris-
oners had been professiond musidansor per-

formers before the war.

indugtrious group and very
little of their free timewas
wasted. From the beg nning,
they set out to changether
blegk camp campoundsinto
amorepl easant andmore
livableenvironmert. T hey
painted thebuld ngs
planted grass and shrubs,

Records a Alicevilleshow that
before the end of the war, in
addition to the symphony or-

%) chestra, there were Sx andler
. | bands, 9x glee dubs adance

£ i orchestra, agring quartet, and a
B 25-member choir organi zed
within the camp. T hese camp

and pu in ornateflower

Puppets iin the theatre and making the pu

Continued on pagel2
ots. ( pagel2)
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The ECHS Journal Section

German POW'’S (continued)

(Continued frompage 11)

productions began drawing large numbers
of spectators from thelocd popul aion who
would gather to watch from cutsdethe
fence. On afew occasiors, the prisoners
were invited to hd d performances in loca
auditoriums which wou d be gpento the
public

“ In addition, each base camp established a
newspaper which would publish camp news
and artides and stories submitted by the
prisoners They obtaned printing presses
through donations or bought them from
canteen funds. T hecamp papersdid na
publish any news of world events but the
prisoners had access to loca newspapers
through the camp canteen T hey got peri-
odicmail ddiveriesfrom back and could
write ldtersto be forwarded to Germany
through the Swiss embassy.

“ Sports especidly soccer, were dso big
pastimes. T he camps fid ded same very high
quaity soccer teams T hey formed |eagues
and payed gamesfor the camp chanpion-
ships T hesegames dtracted large chearing
crowds and it wasn' t |ong before the guards

“ According to military codg it was @on-
sidered the duty of any captured military
personnd, ind uding Americans totry to
escape. T herewere around 2,000 escgpe
atempts made from the campsin the United
States Thesewere dl by individuas or
smadl groups There were no mass breek-
outs dthough therewere severd daorate
tunnes d scovered under thefences a some
of the campsin the southwest. T here were
80 recorded escape attampts from the canps
in AlabamaNo civiliansor military person-
nd were ever harmed in these escgpe -
tempts but, unfortunately, severd prisoners
were shot and killed whiletrying to escape.
Two prisonerswere killed whiletrying to
escape from Alicaville They were buried
with full military honorswith an honor
guard of American sddierswho fired the
traditiond 21-gun sdute

“Noneof the Al abamaescagpees ever got
very far and most captivity within afew
hours A smdl graup didmanage to gd as
far as Manphiswhere they enjoyed a few
days freedom before being d scovered Mog
of the escgpes werenot well planned and
were just gour of themament decisions
Many simply wdked away from work de-

had adopted favoriteteams and would be
seen a thegames chearing asloudly as any
of the prisoners The guardstried to intro-

Drawings of camp life, at the thea-
tre and in the barracks,by oneof

the POWs.

talswheresecurity waslax. Over haf of
the prisoners who escaped ended up turning
themsevesintothepdiceor tolocd dti-

duce the prisonersto American footbd | but
just never seemed to catch on

“All of themgor POW camps esablished camp school s and
colleges where prisoners could take avariety of courses The
courses ranged from bad ¢ high school subjectsto engineering and
even pre-med.

“Moast of the murses were taught by qudified teachers from the
POW ranks hut a few were taught by visiting teechers from
nearby schools Near theend of the war, arrangements were under
way to haveprisoners actudly atend dasses a the University of
Alabama. Prisoners could aso sgn up for correspondence courses
through the same schools that provided this serviceto the Ameri-
can military.

“ At any given time, dmost haf of the prisoners were enrolled in
courses of sametype After the war, the POWS course records
were sent to Germany 0 that they could get credit in Germany for
the courses taken while PONs Many of the prisoners had earned
creditsthat dlowed them to finish high school or to get college
degreses.

zens or they just wa ked back to the camp.

“ In October of 1944, the ertireprison popu ation was degdy
saddened to learn of thedeeth of theformer commander of the
Afrika Korps, thér much bd oved Fidd Marshd Erwin Rommel.
Even though he was theenemy, hewas hed in high esteem by
many of the dliesaswdl. At Canp Alicaville acommittee of
POW s gpproached the camp commandart to ask it wasd | right for
them to conduct aparade andmemorid ceremaony in thecamp.
Thecommeandart not only gave permission on but asked if it
would bedl light for an American officer to dso gve aeulagy.

“Theprisoners conducted a formd military paradewith bads
playing traditiond German march music A number of German
officers and an American officer gave speeches. Many of the
American offi cers from the camp attended the ceremony. A Ger-
man artist had painted ahuge portrait of Rommd which wasdis-
played aovethespeskers' paform. Searchlights from theguard
towersilluminated the portrait throughout thenight.

(Continued on pagel3)
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The ECHS Journal Section

German POW'’S (continued)

(Continued frompage 12)

“There are few records of prisoners
be ng brutdly mistreated the POV
camps. Intheearly days there were
someingances of prisoners being mis-
handled by ther guards, but asrdations
improved, these stuations virtudly dis-
gopeared. T herewas one casewhere a
guard a a camp in Cd orado went ber-
sark dfter learning of hisbrother's desth
in Gemany and firing hisgunintothe
camp, killing severd prisoners

“Overdl, 830 Germans ded whilein

gan to repariaethe POV s back to thar
home ands. Thiswas a dow process
however, and many of the prioners
didnt leave Aldamaunti| latein 1946,
and then over hdf theprisoners were
retained in POW staus and required to
work in postwar prgectsin Greet Brit-
an, France, and ather European coun-
tries. Mary didrit get back to Germany
until 1948,

“ Repariation was abitter-sweat ex-
perience for mog of theprisoners for
now they had to face return to a devas-
tated homeand and endure near starva

cgptivity. Many of thesedegths occurred
because of injuries or d seasesthat the
prisoners had before their arrivd at the

POW'’s fgmithe Aifrika—-kc;rps Cémp
Alice.

tion cond tions during thelong recovery
years. Many had d so lost family mem-
bers and friends, whaose fates they wauld

camps. GermanPOW s were buried in 53 different cemeteriesin
the United States Thelargest number are buried in the Chatta
noogaNationa Cemeery. T here is aandl cemetery onFt.
McCldlan that containsthegraves of 26 PONswho died in Ala
bama

“When theprisoners first started to arrivein Aladama, there was
someanimosity shown by thelocd citizens, especidly thosehad
lost loved onesinthewar. T he prisoners wou d sometimes be
jeered or cursed as they marched down thestregtsto the camps. At
that time, fraterni zation baween the pri soners and American
guards ad ditizenswas stiictly forbidden Astime passed though,
and asthe Americans|earned more about the Germans they dis-
covered tha the prisonerswere just fdlow human beings who
were tired and londy, and most of them wanted nothingmore than
for the war to end s that they cou d go back home

“ After awhile, theseregul @ions regarding fraterni zation were
mogly ignored and many Alabamians formed | asting rd ati onships
with theprisoners they assod ated with. Reations grew especidly
strong & thework camps and on farms where Americans and Ger-
mansworked side by dde. It wasrit unusud for farmers to have
German work crewsto ther homefor lunch The prisoners praba
bly enjoyed fried chicken, black eyed peas turnp greens ad
cornbread for the first time.

“There is astory of a BadwinCounty farmer who |oaned his car
to agroup of prisoners so tha they could takea diivethrough the
country.

“Many of these friendshi ps | asted for decades dfter the war and
many Germans havereturned to Alabanato vist with the friends
they made here. Reunions have been organized in Aliceville to
bring former prisoners, guards and ather camp workers, and locd
citizenstogeher.

“Following Gemany's surrender inMay of 1945, America be-

not learn for months, if ever. May Alabamiars received | etters
from former POW stdling them of the depl orad e conditi ons that
they found on ther return to Gemany.

“ After thelast PONshad left the camps the Army Corps of
Enginears began thedismartling process. Slowly, the canps were
tom down and any usablematerids and suppieswere sdd as
scrap or used for other government projects Almog nothing re-
mains of any of the Aldbamacamps T heremay be asmal monu-
ment or plaquea some of thesites. The towns of Alicavilleand
Opdikahavemadespecid efforts to preserve the history of the
POW campstha werelocated there. T heAlicevilleMuseum and
theMuseum of East Alabamain Opdikahave cdlections of many
of the records, artifacts, uniforms, and pictures from the camps as
wd| asinteresting diglays depi cting what life waslikebehind the
barbed wire Themuseum & Aliceville dso exhibits someof the
artisticworks of thePOW's such as paintings, ketches handi-
crafts, mudcd ingrumerts and scu pture.

“ | an are that thehumanetreament tha the GermanPOW's
received while in the United States in spteof the war still raging
and in piteof vast pditicd differences, had alaging effect on
postwar German va ues and of their perception of the United
States Most POWstodk with them back to Germany views ad
i deas abaut the United Staesthat, for themost part, were very
positive There were mary lessonsthat were learned from the
American peopl e ebout the American way of life and about how
caring and generous Americans can be | expect that someof the
mog enduring lessors of dl took placein sattings amilar to those
of the farm housesin Ba dwinCourty, where POV workers were
someimesinvited intojan an American family for dinner.”
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FIRST CLASSMAIL

THE NEWSLETTER FOR
THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.0.Box276
Brewton, AL36427
Phone: 251-867-7332

E-mail: escohis@escohis.org

We're on the web!

www.escohisorg

Booksfor Sde Mailed Regular
Price

A History of Escambia County $55.00 $5000
Headstones and Heritage $40.00 $3500
Escambia Historical Society Cookbook $10.00 $ 5.00
Wildflowers of The Escambia CD $17.50 $1500
Pictorial History of Brewton (sc) $40.00 $35.00
Flomaton Centennial Scrapbook $46.00 $4000

Clip the following form and send to ECHS
Treasurer, P.0. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427.

Member ship Renewal /Application Form

DATED MATERIAL

:Nam es) Date

| First Middle Last

:Mailing Address

| Sreet/PO. Box City Sae Zip

I

Phone

I Do you prefer to get your newd etter by
[ . US.Mail __ oremal?
(Email

'Dues ($25.00/per son) ($250.00/per son Lifetime or $50.00/year bus ness)
1 . (Business memkbers get a business-card sized advertisenent in 11 issues of the
| Don ation newsletter. Larger sized ads are available)

:Amount enclosed

I'Your interests
[

:You will help with
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