April Meeting
Tuesday, April 27, 2010
3:00 p. m.

The Thomas E. McMillan Museum

The Program: History of the
Prison System in Alabama

Feka Eff Rossisno drangerto the
geskea’ splaform for ECHSprograms. Re

book we have in the Alabama Room, Ala
bamaBound: Forty-Five Yearsinside aPrison
System, by Ray A. March.

Published in 1978, theintroduction onthe
cove of the ook describes it as” The power-
ful gory of threemen-faher, son, and grand-
sorn-whose combined experience in dealing
with prisonersin Alabama gpansmorethan 45

yeas.

“Tald in their own down-to-earth conversa
tional gyles, their acoounts- moving, often
brutd, and digubing-illustrate difference gp-
proachesto the basic questionsof aimeand

punidment.”
The Depatment of CorrectionsW ebsite has

cently he gaveaprogam on theEllicott Line o e cellent higory of the Prison Sysem in

in which he presanted not only material on the

higory of tha landmark survey, but could
also pek from peronal experiencesince he
paticipaed in arecent re-survey of the line.
Aswiththa program, Eff can spesk on the
subject of Alabamd sPrison Sydem and its

hidory from loth personal experience as well
asreead. (heisraired from Alabama’' s

Department of Corrections).

Jeff recommendsas an excellat urceon
the higory of the AlabamaPrioon Sygem, a

Alabamaa <http://vwww. doc.state.al.us/ >.

Contents

Map of Alabama’s Department of
Corrections (DOC) Facilities

Escambia Maximum Security Facil-
ity and Holman Named after . . .

Escambia County DOC Facilities

The Next Meeting
Tuesday, May 25, 2010
Wayne Craig Remington whois the“ Map Guy” & the
University of Alebamawill betheguest speaker.
Heistheauthor/alitor of The Statisticd Atlasof Ala

bamg, The Atlas of AlabamaMetropadlitan Aress, The
Atlas of Aldbama Counties and The Higorical Atlas of

Alabama, Volumes 1 and 2.

News, Events , Announc ements

Snapshots

Our Business Members

Bryce Hospital

Wagon Train to Missouri 14

> & o o

A Reminder

It isnow timeto pay duesfor the coming
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$250.00/personfor Lifetime Members

$50.00/year business




Alabama Department of Corrections Facilities
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Map of Facilities Operated by the Alabama Department of Corrections

The Facilities Map courtesy of the web site of the Alabama Department of Corrections <http://www.doc.state.al.us/ >.

“The Alabama Dept. of Corrections operates 29 facilities within the state. Five are considered
maximum secu rity: Holman, Kilby, St. Clair, Donaldson and Tutwiler. El even are consi dered me-
dium security, with a total of el even Work Release / Community Work Centers “ (the AlabamaDe-

partment of Corrections Website <http :/Avww .doc state.al.us/>).

“As of May 30, 2009 there were a total “During Fiscal Year 2008,theannual costtohousean
of 30,896 inmates assigned to ADOC. ADOC inmate was $15,223 or $41.71 per day. According
28,560 are male, 2,336 arefemale” (the tothe American Correctional Associati on thisis one of
Alabama Department of Corrections Website the l owest cost-per-day ratesinthe country ” (the Ala-
<http://www.doc.state.al.us/ >). bama Department of Corrections Website

<http://www.doc.state .al.us/ >).
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Escambia County Department of Correction Maximum Security Facility

Holman State Prison

Picture of Holman courtesy of the web site of the Alabama Department of Corrections <http://www.doc.state.al.us/ >.

more on State Highway 21.

www.doc.state.al.us/ >).

“Holman Correctional Fadlity opened during December 1969, with a bas c capadty for 520medium
custody inmates that alsoinduded a 20 death row cellblodk. It was construded for $5,000,000 during
Gowernor Lurleen Wallace and Commissioner James T. Hagen’sadmini stration. Named in honor of a
former warden, William C. Homan, it islocated in southwest Escambia County, nine milesnorth of At-

“Holman aurrently maintains 630 general popul ation beds, 200 single cell s, and 168 death row cells for
a capadty of 98 maxi mum through minimum custody inmates toindude alarge contingency of ‘life
without parole inmates. The death chamber islocated at Holman where all executions are conduced.

Holman also oper ates two major correctional industrieswithin the fadlity’ sparameter, atag plant anda
metal fabrication plant” (the Alabama Department of CorrectionsWebsite <http://

Holman Named after William C. Holman

Thefollowing artid ewas original ly printed in the Atmor e Ad-
vance Reflections 2020 Edition, March 3 2010, page 1C.

“OnMach 13,1928, a3,600 acrefam in Escanbia
County was purchased and Moffet Sae Farm was built to
receive thefinal movement of convidsfromthe mineson
June 30. 1928. Imila to road camp condrucion, Moff et
had wood-framed barradks with concret e foundat ions with

bathsandtoileson each wing

More land was purchased for atotd of 8,360 acres, and
Moffett, dso referred to as the Atmore Prison farm, became a
demonstraion fam for the state. Buildings were dso pur-
chased for the wardens and guards, acold storage pl ant, a
canning plant, and a42 milerailroad.

Thetotd cost of Moffett State Farm was $452,544.90 with
acapacity of 850 inmates. Provisions were dso made for
showing movies, radios, basebdl, and footbal outfits. as well
as other anusement/recredion fadlities.

On February 11, 1949, afire burned Atmore Prison. By
September 1950, atemporary barracks and hospita had been
built and amodern prison was under construction. However,
because of alack of gopropri aions, it was 1955 before
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the new 852 inmate capacity Atmore prison (I aer named
Fountain) was compl eed a acost of $850,000.

“ Asplanned, in response to Kilby Prison’s continued dete-
rioration, the M ain Offi ce moved to 101 South Union during
T hanksgiving week of November 1968. To accommodate
theinmates, during November of 1969, Holman Prison was
completed. Named after William C. Holman, aformer wer-
den a Kilby, the maximum security unit houses dl desth row
inmates and was designated by statute to be the locaion for
dl dectrocutions.

“OnJuly 31, 1972, afurlough program began which d-
lowed sd ected inmat es to have family sponsored visits a
home. In December of 1972, the Atmore Work Rd ease Cen-
ter opened to expand the program in south Alabama

“ Alsothe 1923 legislation provided for state-performed
executions by € ectrocution in aroom provided a Kilby. Up
to tha time, each county had conducted hangings held in
private gdlows instead of the publi ¢ hangings of the fronti er
past. A convict, Ed Mason, built the dectri ¢ chair, “ Yelow
Mama,” for Kilby’ s degth row.

“In 1926, the average total prison populaion was 3,000
convids.
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Escambia County Department of Correction Facilities

Atmore Work Release Center

Picture of Holman courtesy of the web site of the Alabama Department of Corrections <http://www.doc.state.al.us/ >.

“The AtmoreW ork Release Center began within Fountain Correctional Fadlity during 1973 with 10—
15inmates who were employed in the local timberindustry. In 1976, the program was moved i nto a mo-
bile home complex at the aurrent location. During June of 1989, the Center mowed into a permanent
strudure. The structure had a designed capadty for 192inmates and two double-bunked hol ding cells
and a chapel . Subsequently the capadty hasincreased to 225 inmates.

“The center islocated on five acresabout seven milesnorth of Atmore on State Highway 21; sitting
about one mile off the highway. The Center provideswork release inmates to wi de spread empl oyersin
Bal dwin, Escambia and Monroeville counties. The fad lity also provi des free inmate labor for the dty of
Atmore, Frisco City, Jefferson DavisC ommunity College, and Coneauh County on a daily basis’ (the
Alabama Department of Corrections Website <http://www.doc.state.al .us/ >).

Fountain/J. O. Davis Correctional Facility

Picture of Fountain courtesy of the web site of the Alabama Department of Corrections <http://www.doc.state.al.us/ >.

“G.K. Fountain Corredional Fadlity originated in 1928 asthe Moffett Prison Farm,later renamed At-
more Prison Farm until it burnedin 1949. The fadlity was eventually rebuiltin 1955 and has a capadty

for 855 medium custody inmates.

“The fadlity was named in honor of an officer killedin the line of duty. Located on 8,200 acres about
seven miles north of Atmore on State Highway 21, Fountain maintains cattle, agricultural operations, and

vegetable gardens. Additionally, the fadlity offers vocational programsthrough the near by Jefferson Davis
Community College. Fountain has an annual budget of approxi mately $3,132,000" (the Alabama De-

partment of CorrectionsWebsite <http://www.doc.state.al.us/ >).
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News. Events, Announcements

Rummage Sale

The ECHSRummage Sale will be held May 8, 2010
beginning at 6:00 a. m. & the Hourglass in downtown
Brewton. One caution: Do not bring clothesto sell.

khkkhkhkkhkkhkkrkhkhkkhkhkkihkhikkihkkihkiikk

Field Trip to Arcadia Mill:

Wednesday, May 19, 2019

TheArcadiaMill Archaed ogicd Sitein Milton, Floridarepresents

. — thelages 19th-century water-
powered industrid conplexin
| northwes Florida.

This sitewasthe location of a
multi-faceted operati on that
induded awaer-powered saw-
mill, alumber mill withplan-
ning and | e&thi ng machi nes,
grigmill, bucket and pdl fac-
tory, shingemll, cottontextile
mill, and even an experimentd

silk cultivaion operation.

The ArcadiaMill conplex
a0 induded many otherstruc-
= tures andindustries, which all
cametogetherto produce Floridd s | argest antebdlumindustrial com
plex (fromthe HistoricPensamlawéiste & <http:/

www .histori goensacol a.org/arcadi a.cin.

Tentative plans are to meet at the Museumat 9:00 and travd to the
Mill to bethereby 10:30.

Detailsto be announced & the April meding.

khkkkhkkhkkkihkhkikkhkhkkihkhikkihkkihkiiikk

A Query

ECHSislooking for anyone who might have memories

of aprisontha waslocated in Escambia County inthe
Whitey Community located afew miles north of present
day Bradley Community in northeagzern Escanbia

County.

Acoordingto Mrs. Annie C. Wae'sin TheHigory of
Escambia County, Alabama, Whitey was named for the
operaor of amill & anaval store operaion on Miller
Creek.

Mrs. Waesreportstha "alegend relaestha Mr.
Whitey purchased a new copper dill, and beforeusing it
for turpentine digilling, heran off some liquor. To age
the product, called "white lightning," he collected peach

seeds with which to ocolor andflavor it."

A railroad ranthrough Bradliey and Whitey tha was
built by T he Bagdad Land and L umber Company. T his
company leased prisoners from the Sae of Alabamato
work intheturpentine industry, housngthem inalarge
stodkade & Whitey. There wasalso ahaotel, acommis
sary, and other businesses.

When thetimber supply was exhausted, therailroad
was taken up andthe community then became mogly
agricultural, with part of thearea in the Conecuh National
Foredt.

*khkkhkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkikkhkkhkhkhkkkkkhkkikkhkihkkkik

A Query
T he owner of thisloghome near Bradley, picured
blow, islooking for information on the higory of the
house. Please contact ECHSIf youhaveinformaion.

=
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Historic Markers for Escambia County
Named

As pat of the celebraion of the Great AlabamaHome-
coming, three higoric markerswill be unveiledin Es-
cambia County: in Brewton, for the Bank of Brewton, on
June 19, & theBlueberry Fegival; in Atmore, for Wil-
liams Sation, on October 23, & Willians Sation Day
Celebration; and in Flomaon, forthetown of Flomaton,
on Odober 22-24, for Homecoming Weekend Celebra-
tion.
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Snapshots

The March Meeting

The picturesabove from the last ECHS meeting include,
from left to right: ECHS Vice President Robin Brewton pre-
senting a certificate ofappreciation anda copy of Annie Wa-
ters’ History to speaker Lou Vickery: the refreshment table:
Lou Vickery autographing copies of his book The Rise . . .. ;
and ECHS Treasurer Susan Crawford holding the birthday

cake presented to herat the meeting.

Trip to Poarch Indian Reserva-
tion

The pictures onthe leftare from the
ECHS field trip to the Poarch I ndian
Reservation in Atmore, the most re-
cent trip in the society’s trips to mu-

seums.

Pictured on the top from left to
right are: Robert Thrower, our host
and guide, who is standing in front of
the collection of pictures used to tell
the story of the history of the Poarch
Band of Creek I ndians; the chimney
onthe log house, constructed in the
manner of the log houses actually
used by the Poarch Indians in the
early days of settlements, which is
inside the new Cultural and visitor’s

Centeronthe Reservation.

On the second row from the left are
a picture of Robert showing the beau-
tiful cape made by his sisterusing
turkey feathers and again Robert ex-
plaining the history of the Poarch
Indians through the use of his and
his mother’s collections of photo-

graphs and illustrations.
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Our Business Members

Please patroniz our businessmembers. Besureto tdl them you appredatether supportof the Escambia County Historica Society!

DIXON’S NURSERY
Nursery—Landscaping—Irrigation

323 Dixon Nursery Road

Brewton, Alabama 36426
Phone (251) 867-5847

“Where Flowers Are Spocinl™

719 Bouglas Ave.
Brewion., AL 36426
(251} BAT-T0R5
(R0} 2350821

Roxwy HERRINGTON

Murder Creek Choral Society

Paul Shdley, Director
PO Bax 278, Brewton, AL 36427
MurderCreskCS@ad .aom

KEVIN ONEIL MCKINLEY
ATTORNEY AT Law

100 NORTH MaiN ST, 251-446-3455
ATMORE, AL 36502 MCKINLEYZFT 1 @vanoo.com

Escainhla O Saciet

| Hurri-Clean
o . | 109 St. Joseph Avenue
NILGHENTTD | prewton, AL 36426

Emerpeavy Servioe Coufravion
Water = Fire * Mold Telephone (251) BET-58%5
Smoke * Storm e
ax [Z51) BE7-8863

CHARLIE GERMAN

owHEn

Noodlands

‘u
ug %
i
n
1

“The Bank
To Believe In”’

A Locally Owned Community Bank
Striving to Meet Your Financial Needs

* Rertes based on » Fost approvals

Real Estate Loons
* Fived rotes up to 15

length of fime years i

d { ! = Lacol closings
and fype o = Adjustoble rates
colloteral up fo 30 years * Minimum fees on

. oll laans
= Home Equity Loons

* Canstruction Loons

SCAMBIA
OUNTY BANK

% P.O.Box 601+ Flomaton, Alabama 36441
Telephone (251 296-5356
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The ECHS Journal Section

Bryce Hospital

| hedth endmental reardaion fa

| cilities.

¢ “1995:U.S Digria Court

Judge Myron Thompon releases

several mental health facilities

from supervison uncer the Wyt

caseandfindsthe department in

compliance with alout athird of
themental illnessand mentd rea-

¢ “1860:Pder Bryce, 26,

elected firs sperinten Nl . S At E | dation gendards

dent. Duringhistenure, S iasne e, | S - | | 2 W ¢ “1996:TheMay Sake
Bryce abolihesdrait- i B Harper Center on the Bryce cam-
jacketsandredraintsand [ & pusopensasthefird pg/chidric
insgson treging facility inthe country
paientswith dig- Bry ce Hospital designed pecifically for

nity andrespedt The original hospital building with its famous dome, porticos, |geridric paients.
’ and wings is consideredthe finest example of the designsfor

This History of Bryce is from

the website Bryce Hospital
Historic Preservation Project.

¢ “1852: Alabamalnsane
Hogital edablished by
the Alabamal egidaure
ona326-acetrad adja
cent to the University of
Alabama.

¢ “1861:Theim- mental hospitals by the psychologist Dr. Thomas Story Kirk- | ¢ “_2003:Thompson
mense hosital, bride. Dr. Kirkbride collaborated with the architect Samual ter_mmatesWyatt VS
built on the model Sloan on the actual structure of the building. Sickney cas dter 33
developed by Tho- Photograph courtesy of the website Kirkbride Buildings yeas.
masKirkbride and <http://www.Kirkbridebuildings.com/blog/bryce-hospital-in-the- e “2009: University of
Samuel Soan, news= Alabama s bidto buy
opens. It fetures _ o _ , Bryce Hospital (remaining buildings and grounds for
running \{veter, flushtoiles, gas Ilﬁlng andisthefird $60 million is approved by the AlabanaMentd Health
building in T uscal cosato have gasligts and centrd Boad of Trugees’ (<http://wwwmh.al abamagov
s eam hea. BryceH ospitalProjed/history_establishment.htm >).

¢ “1865: From the hogital's dome, obsaverswa ch Un- (continued on page 9)

ion troops burn the University of Alabama.

¢ “1900: ThegdaeL egida ure renamest he hospital for
Bryce, who died in 1892

¢ “1949: A regport findsthe gae'stwo mental hogitals,
Bryce and Searcy near Mobile have an average daily
paient populaion of 5,732 with 10 full-time g&f phy-
scians, thelarged paient load of any ddeinthena

tion athetime.

¢ “1970: A classadtion lawsuit in fedcerd court, Wy att
vs. Sidkney, allegestha paonsinvoluntarily commit-
tedto Bryce werenot beingtreaed. At thetime, Ala-
bamawas 50th out of the 50 daesin spendingfor the
care of people with mental illnessor mental retardation
in public ingituions, allotting 50 centsper day per pa-

tient. Arial Photograph of Bry ce Hospital
“ . P Photo Courtesy of Kirkbride Buildings websi te

¢ “1971:U.S Didrid Court Judge Frank Johnsonrules | . //www. kirkbri debuildings. com/blog/images/2008/0
personscommitted for treatment have a condituional 8/08/1.jpg>

right to receivetreatment.
¢ “1972: Johnson issuesminimum gandardsfor mental
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The ECHS Journal Section

Bryce Hosp ital (continued)

(continued from page 8)

Thefdlowing articleistaken form thewebsteof the Alabama
Department of Mental Hed th <http:/vwww.mh .al abama. gov/

BryceH ogpital Project/histary_civilrichtshtml>.
Establishment of the Alabama Insane Hospital

“ Beforethe condruction of the Alabamalnsane Hospital
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, care of theda e speoplewith
mental health conditionshad bean aprivat e responsihility.
Wedlthy and educated familiescould provide atendants
and humanetrestment for relatives withmental health con-
ditions but dl too frequently less afluent, depperaefami-
lies consignedloved onesto lodked rooms, outbuildings, or
heavy regraints. Theextramely violent or criminally in-

sanewere sometimes jailed with common criminds.

for with less consderation than the oxen in the stall, or the
swinein the sty, melancholy monumentsof the imperfec-
tions with which societydischargesits social and moral
obligations.

“On Nov. 15, 1849, a hillto edablish a ¢a einsane hogi-
td was readto the legidature by Senaor Sewat. It was
not passed duringthat session because afire had serioudy
damagedthe capitol building in Montgomery. Theneces
sity of expendinga large sum of money to rebuildthe capi-
tol appaently dampenedthe dtruigicinginasofthe legis-
laors.

“On February 6, 1852, dter considerable effort by Miss

Dix andthe AlabamaM edical Asciaion, the Alabama
legida ure passed ahill to edablish the Alabama Insane

“In 1846-47 DorotheaDix, an intenationally known, cru- HOspital and ppropriated $100,000 to purchase property
sading philanthropig, visited Alabamato advocate on be andcondruc thebuilding. . . . Three hundredtwenty-six

half of the deaf, blind, andtheinsane. The AlabamaMedi-
cal Assodaion was formed in 1847 in Mobile Oneof its

firg itemsof busnesswasto discussthe needto edablish a

acresof land adjacant to the University of Alabama was
purchased for $6,525 from Robat Ellyson.

“ Before cong ructing the hospital, Dr. Aaron Lopez of

stae ag/lum. A recommendation waspresantedtothe legiss Mobiletouredthe country’ s“mog gpproved’ insane hoi-

laure by Dr. Benjamin Hogan of Dallas County.

Not only was Dorothea|
Lynde Dix, picured on
the left, an activid on
behalf of theindigent
insane, duringthe Civil
War, she served as su-
perintendent of Army
Nurses and was noted
for insuringtha Confed-
erde soldiersreceived
the sametreament as
Union soldiers.

“In 1849 MissDix returnedto Alabamato have aspeech
ontheneed for agae ag/lumreadtothe legidaure by
Senaor GeorgeN. Sewart. The speech describedthe plight
of people withmental health conditions acrossthe nation in
graphic deail:

| have seen hundredsof patientsrestored to their
health and returned to the enjoyment and blessingsof do-
mestic life and | have seen thousandsliving in misery,
wearing life dowly out in dungeons in cells, in pens, in
bamsand outhouses, exposad to every variation of
weather, filthy and neglected, abandoned of friends, cared

VOLUME 37, APRIL 2010

tdsto deerminethe beg plan of congruction and govern-
ance. Healso ought guidance from the Associat ion of
Medical superintendentsof American Hogitalsfor the In-
sane (AMSAH)” (from the Bryce Hogital Regoration Pro-
jed website <http:/swww.mh.dabama.gov/

BryceHogit alProject/default .agox>).
T

Bry ce Hospital in 1940’'s or ‘50’s

The hospital facility was first known as the Alabama State
Hospital for the Insane and later as the Alabama lnsane
Hospital, and eventually named for its first superintendent,
Dr. Peter Bryce.

Picture Courtesy of the Alabama Department of Archives
and History

(continued on page 10)
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The ECHS Journal Section

Bryce Hosp ital (continued)

(continued from page 9)

Dr. Bryce and Moral Treatment

The Encyclopedia Wiki pedia gives this summary of
theyearsin thelate 19th century when Dr. Peter
Bryce becamethefirst supeintendent of the hospi-

tal.:

“The Alabamalnsane Hospital opened in
1861. It was laer renamed for itsfird superin- [
tendent, Peter Bryce, a27-year-old ps/chidric|
pionee from South Carolina. Bryce had been
brought to the atention of the hospital trug ees| ’a

by Dorothea Dix.

“He had gudied mental health care in

Europe and worked in psychia-
richospitalsin New Jarsey as
well ashisnaive Souh Caro-
lina Histenure wasmarked by
absolu e disdpline anongthe
s&f of thehogpital.

“He demandedtha patients be
given courtesy, kindness and
regped a all times. The useof
shadckles, draigtjacke s and
other regrantswas disoouraged,
andfinally abandoned altogether

in 1882.
“Various work progans and

other adivities were encouraged, including faming, sewing, .
maintenance and crafts Between 1872 andtheearly 1880s,
some of the patient s wrote and edit edtheir own newspaper,

called The Meeor.

“Thesewritings provide arareindde look & life in apro-
gressive mental ingitution inthe late 19th century” (from

Wikipedia).

g

PeterBryce

Elected tothe AlabamaHall of Fame, his achieve-
ments for that honor arenoted as:

“Peter Bryce (1834-1892) lai d the groundwork
for the care of the mentally ill in Alabama, not by
the mere holding of aposition, but by hisown
senstive, patient nature and by theinauguration
of treatment methods that mark him asa pioneer
in psychiatry... .. “Brycecreated amental insi-
tution recognized asone of the best managed in
the country”

(From the Roots Web section of Ancestry.comhtip://
WWw. roatsiveb.an cestry. com/~asyumgbryce al/
indexhtml).

at the Hospital, determined
inclinedto do s0.’

The Meteor

| Concerning the M eteor, the newgaper writ-
| ten and published by thepatientsof Bryce
- |Hospital , The Alabama Department of Ar-

| chivesand History notes

| “The Meteor was written, printed, and pub-

| lished by the patientsof Bryce Hospital. Its

| original purpose was for the benefit of the pa:

|tientsandto explainthe practical operaion of

| theindituion toitsparons. La e, it intendedto

informthefriends and pa ronsof the hosital,
stae newspaper editors, and 4 ae legidaorsof
the conditionsand purposesaof the Hospital. It

was designedto provide some-
thing for evarybody.

“The newspape wasnamed
The Meteor becausemeteors
comeasa surprise, gopear a
irregule intevals, andhave
brillient though short, tempo-
rary carears. The paper was
also meant ‘to glow with a
kindly and generous sattiment
to all mankind.’

“It gppeared quarterly for
fiveyearsandthen became a
‘sami-occasionally’ because
the printer and editor,

disgusted with the succession of yearstha gill foundthen
... to print anumber only when

“The editor also surmised tha people would not expedt a
regular publication from ahosital paiet” (< httpJ//

www.archives.d ae.d.usme eor/me eor.html>).

Moral Treatment Movement

“Moral Treatment was an approach to mental
disorder based on humane psychosod al care or
moral disdplinethat emergedin the 18th century
and came to the fore for much of the 19th cen-
tury, deriving partly from psychiatry or psychol-
ogy and partly from religious or moral con-
cerns” (Bryce Hosital Historic Preservation Projed webste

In thefirg edition of The Meteor, one patient joked
about Bryces neighboring institution, the University of
Alabama, comparing thetwo:

“Theinmates of the University come to ac-
guire ideas. We to get rid of them.”

(from the wesiteKirdbride Buildings <http://

hospital-newspaper>).

www. kirkbridebuil dings com/blogthe-meteor-bryce-

history moraltreatment.htm >)..

< http://www.mh.al abama.gov/ Br yceHospital Pr o ect/

(continued on page 11)
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The ECHS Journal Section
_Br Hspitl (continued)

(continued from page 10) 2 |

From the* Mental Health Civil
Rights” Section of the Bryce Hospitd

o

Partlow Established

7| “Thesaelegidature etablished
the * AlabamaHome for Mental

Histaric Preservetion Project wetsite [(5a% , & il _ :

we have this discusd on of the develop- [ERT (5 ! 4521’”‘ e g Defedtives i n'1919. Tha same

mentsinthelate nineteenth and early [l m e . | | year, Dr. William Dempsey Pat-

twentieth century: =) ML At | |low was named superintendent of
Dr. Bryce's Deathandthe = - - ol ol saehogitals.

Beginning of the Problem of
Overcrowding

By 1872 the hospital had be-
comeovercrowded. According to
its designer, Dr. Kirk- had been in effect for
bride’ 250 patients con- In the background can be seen a building being constructed on the years forbidding Bryce
gitutedthe maximum University of Alabama campus. and Searcy hospitals

CapaCIty for amoral Bryce Hospital and the University have lived side by side for 158 from re(vagfeeble

thergpy insanehospital. years. However the University could not expand to the east because minded paients,
Therewere now 300 of Bryce. Now the University has bought the 183 acre campus for

“In 1922 the * Alabama Home
for Mental Defectives,” laa re-

m named Partlow Sate Shool in

1927, was completed. Whilelaws

Gravestone of Dr. Bryce

i ; $60 million but there is not firm decision on anewlocation for Dr. Bryce and Dr.
and '[hll’ty n_eW petlents Bryce and its patients., Searcy had both de-
were added in the next ) . .
Photograph byRobert Sutton urtesy of the Tuscal cosa News is from the scribed the hopitals as
year. Kirkbride Buil dings website at: “ dumpmg grOUndg’ for
“Dr. Brycesuggested the senile, thefeeble

in a speech to the Medical Associaion tha anew ho9i- minded andthe paupe's from al over the gae.
tal be built in another section of the gate. This sugges- “The egablishment of the* Alabama Home’ helped

ton e it ade.‘r’n“pon’ TRy remedy the situation & theinsane hospitals (<Ht/
andtromthis pol %nf_1 4 www.mh d abamagov/BryceHospita Proj ect/
wards, Dr. Bryce and his history._civilrights Htmi>).

successors were faced with
overcrowding. 5y Being under funded was not new. Dr. Bryce, many
‘w' 5 believe, used farming, mining and other work programs
o ot Bryce duringtenure not only for thergoeutic reasons
i but because of a chronic shortage of fundsto practically
a8l no funds fromthestate. Faming, gardening, and pro-
ducing goods and selling them meant the hospital could

be sustained.

However, during the 20th century the conditions dueto
overcrowding and underfunding from the dae became
critical. Nurses, orderlies, and doctors were working and
living in terrible conditions becausethere was not
enough gaffto careforthepaietsandthefacility.

“Tha sameyea on Au- |
gust 14th, Dr.Brycedied §
of Bright’sdisease and, at |
hisrequest, was buried on [
the south lawn of the hos- &
pital. At her death, hiswifefg
Ellen Peter-Bryce was bur-
ied beside him.

“On Ocaober 6th Dr.
James Searcy, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees  pistachio T ree on Hospi-

becamethe second superin-  tal Grounds Planted in From Wikipedia, this comment on the conditions &
tendent. Thehospital was ~ 1872 by Ellen Bryce, wife  the hospital:

i - f Peter Bryce.
temibly overaowded with a o7 et BV e “In 1970, Alabama ranked last among U. S statesin

- - hotograph by Rob . . :
patient population of 1,148. et B ews  fLnding for mental health. Bryce Hospital & that time

http: /Awww.mh.alabama.gov/ had 5,200 paientsliving in conditionstha aMontgom-
BryceHospital Project/

higtory_civilrights.html>. (Contintedon page12)
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ery Advatiser editor likenedto a
concentraion camp.

“Tha same year, acigarettetax
earmarked for mental health trea-
ment was cut. One hundred Bryce
employeeswere laid off, including
twenty professonal staff.

“ Meambersof the Department
of Psychology a the Universty
of Alabama atemptedto file
suit on behalf of the lai d-off
workers bu Federal Judge

Patient Bedroom at Bryce

Picture Courtesy of W.S. Hodle Special Collections Library,
TheUniversity of Alabama Libraries

Civil Rights for Patientsand
The Wayattv. Stickney Case
Ricky Wyatt wasafifteen year old
who had been lakeled ajuvenile de
o linquent andhoused & Bryce even
though therewas no evidencetha he
was mentally ill.

He becamethe named plaintiff in a
class ation suit beginning in
Odober of 1970. The suit
which began with only the st
againg Bryce was expanded in
1971 to include Searcy Hospi-

Frank M. Johnson ruledtha the coutshadno dandingto
inteveneon behalf of firedemployees. Heleft open, how-
eve,theposshbility of a suit filed on behalf of patients,
whose quality of care wasaffeaed” (<http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryce Hospital>).

“ Alabama Governor Lurleen Wadlace viewed the facility
in February 1967, and was moved to tears after an over-
weight, mentdly chalenged nine-year old atempted to hug
her, crying "Mama Mama"

“She lobhied her husband, George Wdlace (who hdd the
actud power of her governorship) for more funds for the
institution” (<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Bryce Hospital>).

td a Mt. Vernon and Camp
Patlow a Coker.

Eventually the ¢andards egablihed inthe suit would
serve as amodel nationwide (<http: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bryce Hogital>).

On April 13, 1972 the Wyatt v. Stickney Court Order es
tablishedapaiat’ sindividual right to treamen.

Thecout dso egablihedthirty-five gandards for hos
pital compliancetha would guarantee apaient’ streament
and dignity in ahumane environment (<http://
www .mh.al abama.gov/Bry ceHospitalProjed/ story_civil rights.htri >).

“The case of Wyatt vs. Sickney cameto aconclusion
after 33 years, through the tenure of nine Alabama gover-
nors and fourt een state menta hedth commissioners, the
longest menta hedlth casein nationd history.

“The Sate of Alabama estimates its litigation expenses
a over $15 million” (<http://en.wiki pedia.orghviki/
Bryce Hospital>).

Bryce Hospital Laundry

tal care facility founded in Tuscaloosa in 1859. Patient en-
gagement in manufacturing and chores were central to the
facility's approach to mental health treatment. Picture
courtesy of W.S.Hoole Spedal Cdlections Library, TheUni-

versity of Alabama Libraries.

Patients working in the laundry at Bryce Hospital,a men-

Patient
Ward at
Bryce Hos-
pital
Picture
Courtesy of
Hoole Spe-

cial Collec-
tions
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Bryce Hospital
Bryce Hospital showing the wings of the Kirkbride Plan. The original building
had only three wings on each side. Wings that were added later have been de-
molished sothattoday the original is backto the original design.
Picture is from a postcard showing the hospital from around the turn of the
20th century (From Wikipedia<http://en wikiped a. org/wiki/Bryce Hospitd>).

Bryce Hospital Architecture

Thehospital was built according
tothedesigns of Dr. Thomas
Sory Kirkbride, superintendent of
the Pennsylvania Hospital for the
Insane and consdered a leading
authority on asylum design.

Dr. Aaron Lopez,thefirg su-
perintendent of the AlabamaHos
pital for the Insane (Bryce) , vis-
ited Dr Kirkbride who persuaded
Dr. Lopez of the advant ages of
his“ideal asylum de-

[gn” (<http://mww.mh.alabama.gov/
brycehospitalproject/history _architecturehtml>).

Dr Kirkride worked with architect Samuel Soan to
draw up a design for what would become Bryce Hospital.
Kirkride and Soan both considered Brycethebest archi-
tectural representdive of the" ideal asylum” forthetime.

From the Bryce Hospital HigoricPreservaion website
thiscomment onthearchitectural significance of the
Kirkbride design or sydem:

Dr. Kirk bride

“ These howitals would attempt to increase the individ-
ual attention paid to each patient and to the effectiveness
of the hospital dtaff.

Architect Samuel Sloan’ strandation of Kirkbride's
system into the digtinctive linear plan used at the Ala-
bama Hogpital for the Insane was the first fully executed
hospital of itstypeand, in Kirkbride s opinion, the best
architectural expresson of his system.

“ltcondsted of a large building with a central admin-
istrative section surmounted by a domeflanked on either
side by threepatient wingsand crosshalls en echelon.”

L 1
1 """‘E—TEE _ n!'-_f]n—-il:—"':ﬁ .

S ' e

Linear Flan

Diagram of the Kirkbride Design for
Asylums

Ilustration from

<http://www kirkbridebuildings.com/
about/history.html>

(continued on page 14
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The Bryce Cemeteries

The descriptions on the markers for
the four cemeteries are as follows:

Old Bryce Cemetery

“Thisistheoldest of four historic
cemeteries located on the canpus of
Bryce Haspitd, Aldbamd s oldes men
td hedthfacility. Thefirst recorded
burid datesto 1861.

“While only afew graves are cur-
rently marked, it is estimated that
thousands of ind vidud s are buried

here.”
Bryce Hospital Cemetery #1A

“This canetery fegtures at | east thirty-
seven marked graves theearliest of which datesto 1892

“ There are an undetermined number of umtmarked burids Itis
speculated tha these burid swere originaly part of Old Bryce
Cemetery, located north of here, but weremoved during the con-
struction of River Road in the 1960s.”

Cover Picture forthe Invitationsto the
Dedication of Four Historic Markers
Erectedat the Four Bryce Hospital Ceme-

teries on Sunday, April 18, 2010.

Bryce Hospital Cemetery #3

“This cametery was edablished in
i 1953 and isstill inuse.

g “ It cortains gopraximatdy 500 buri-
dsmogly marked with simpe,

chronol og cdly numbered concrete

grave markersthat correspond

to cemdery ledger booksin the posses-

sion of the AladbamaDepatment of

| Mentd Health.

Bryce Hospital Cemetery #3

d  “This caneery wasedablishedin

1953 andisstll inuse. It contans
goproximately 500 buria smostly
marked with smpe, chrondogcdly
numbered concrete grave markers that
correspond to cemetery ledger booksin
the possession of the Alabana Depart-
ment of Mentd Hed th.

All irformation comes fromthewebsite o the Bryce Hogpital His-
toricPreservation a
<http://www .mh.alabama.gov/BryceHospitalProject/historic_m

arkers .html>.

Wagon Train to Missouri

Thisisthefifth andfinal episode of UncleBill Campbell's
diary kept ashetravelled by wagon train from Lexingon,
Virginiato Saint CharlesMisouri in 1829.

Weldt this gow in the lag episode in New Albany, Indi-
ana They had jus crossedthe Ohio Rive from Louisville,
Kentucky. There were 55 people, 20 horses, 10 dogs and
4 cows in thewagon train. The diary iscopiedverbaim.
Sept. 24, 1829 Passed 6 milesinto Indianaove vay deep
bad roads. Encamped dter avery hadrain. Thefirg
county dter our entranceto the gae was Floyd, arough
broken county heavily timberedwith afilthy, lazy, de-
graded popul&ion.

New Albany isthe couty town.....Greawville

Sept 25,1829 Crossed BlueRiver a Fredericksburg.
Next day passedthrough apoor county and agmall town
calledPeol, the county sea of Washingon County. Roads

veay geep and hilly. Encamped & Pigareens.

Next day camethough arough country with amisarable
populéion of theloworder. Country islimegone, ome

stone, coal, wet e badfrom wells.

Sept 26, 1829 Encamped & Markellswhere our bed horse
died suddenly, the &fedt of ahard drive dte aheaty din-
ne of green com; hard ludk, roadsvery hilly.

Camenext day to BigWhiteRiver & Hindogon. A year
ago thiswasaflourishingtown, but it is now goingto
ruins in consequence of the county sea having been re-
moved highe yp theriver.

WhiteRiver isabeautiful dream, sufficient forthe navi-
gation of large keel boat s in the season when thewaters
arefull. Forded it eadly.

Encamped & Washing on, the county town of Davies
County, atolerable decant village.

(Continued on pagel5)
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Next day had incessant hardrainsnearly dl day. We
pushed onto g over LittleWhite River; got very wet
crosedtheriver eadly; afinedream nearly thesamesize

as BigWhite River. Roadsvery muddy aftertherain.

The country betweentheforksof the White River islevel; a
pat of it isgood land, but apat isbarren. Encamped &
Purcells road and country arelevel, many movers

Next day camethrough Vincennesa beautifully stuaed
town on the bank of the W abash, with anumber of fine
brick housesand some misarable old French dwellings.

Here weoltainedthefirg sight of abeautiful prairie ano-
ble sght.

TheWalash is afinedream, smooth, gentle and magnifi-
cent. Crossedon agoodferry, decent ferryman. Ferriage
$162.

St foot in llinois, soon enteredafine large prairie, the
gred @ pat of which is omaimesoveflowed, 0 asto
makethe Wabash fivemiles wide.

Peoplerather more cleanly intheir personsand housesthan
in Indiana. More marksof industry.

Sept 29, 1829 Encamped & Sheilders Orchard. The coun-
try isdternaely prairie and wood. Some of them glorious
views.

Pasedthrough L awrenceville the county seet of Lawrence
County, asmall town of twenty houseson Ambrose
(Embrarras) River.

Next day finished our journey ove fineroads. Geneally
though wide prairies. Someof theprairiesare eigt miles
across and extended asfar asthe eye could see in length.
No sght can bemore magnificent than one of the boundless
prairies covered with grass  weeds, flowersand sometimes
clumpsoftrees. They abound with laks and prairie hens.
Spt 30, 1829 Crossed Fox River, encampeda M uddy
fork of LittleWabash. A deep dirty little gream which we

were compelledto arosson one of the word bridges| ever
saw, for which we were charged and extortionaetoll of 87

and1/2 cats.
Next day twomilesof very bad road between Muddy Fork
andLittleWabash saidto overflow inwinter. Passed

through Maysville, the county town of Clay Couty. It
cons g of asmall wooden oourt house andjail, 2 houses

and 3 cabins.
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Altemaely prairie and wood. Grosed oneprarielOmiles
wifethrough which passeda snall gream calledEIm River.
Therisngand satingof the sin intheprairieisa glorious
ste

Encamped in aprairienear a «irt of wood. Entered
Maion Couty. Landfine roadsexcellent.

Camethrough Salem, the county seat of Main. It consds
of acout house, two taverns, a grocery and horse mill.
Saw a glorious sight, theMuilitia officersof Marion training.
Thisday saw five deg running in theprairie

October 2nd, 1929 Encampedthreemilesin Grand Prairie
at askirt of wood projetting intotheprairie.

Here endsUncle Bill'sdiary. But abrie record of thereg
ofthistripismyderioudy engravedon histombstonein

Saint Louis.

Odober 1--------—----- 20 mileson GrandPrairie

Odober 2-------—--—--- 18mileson GrandPrarie

Odober 3-----—-—--—--—- 29milesto Sinking Creek
Odober 4-------—-------23milesto L ebanon

Odober 5-—-----—---—---24 milesto Saint Louis, Toll $.00
Odober 6 ---------—--—-- 12 milesto Breckenridge

Odober 7-------—----- 20 milesto Koontz

Ocaober 8 ------------ Home Saint Charles, Misouri
Total -—------—---—--—--— 750 milesin 53 days,

August 21 to October 8, 1829.
Magp Qued saysyou can now drivethisrouein 11.5 hours.
Uncle Bill Campbell diedyoung in 1850. He wasonly 45.
Heneve maried. Hepratticed lawin S. Charlesand S.
Louis. He served sevaalteemsinthe Misouri Smae was
thefird presdent of theMissoui Hidorical Socigy and

was editor of the Saint Louis Gazdtewhen hedied
Hissde,my Autt Sophie Campbell McCleur, log her
physician husbandto illnesstwo yea's dte they gotto

Misoui. Sheremained intheaea ran thefamily fam
andraised her children therenear Saint Charles. Her de-

scendatsare gill in thearea

Theoriginal diary isinthe specid oolledtions @ the Univer-
gty of Missouri Library.
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ECHOES

THE NEWSLETTER FOR FIRST CLASSMAIL

THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY DATED M ATERIAL

P.0. Box 276 Address correction
Brewton, AL 36427

Phone: 251-8091528 reg uested
E-mail: escohis@escohis.org
We're onthe web!
www.escohisorg
Booksfor Sde Mailed Regular
A History of Escambia County $55.00 $5000
Headstones and Heritage $40.00 $3500
Escambia Historical Society Cookbook $10.00 $ 5.00
Wildflowers of The Escambia CD $12.50 $1000
History of Brewton and E. Brewton (sc) $51.00 $4500
History of Brewton and E. Brewton (hc) $66.00 $60.00
Flomaton Centennial Scrapbook $46.00 $4000
Clip the following form and send to ECHS
Treasurer, P.O. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427.
Member ship Renewal /Application Form
| I
IDate / / |
Do you prefer to get your newdetter b
INames) youp | gety | "1
. U.S. Mai or email?
:MalllngAddress i i :
| |
IPhone Email |
| |
IDU(E‘S ($25.00/person, $35.00/two family members - Lifetime, I
: $250.00/person; $50.00year busness) :
| Don at | on (Business memters get a business-card sized advertisenent in 11 issues of the I
newsletter. Larger sized ads are available)
|

IAmount enclosed

I .
IYour Inter ests
1

:You will help with

+ Duesareto be paid at the begnning of the

I
1
| year. Give a membership as a gift!
I
I
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