The November/December Meeting

The Christmas Party
Thursday, December 15, 2011 - 2:00 p. m.

On Dec. 15, Suzanne Kirby
will welcome members and
guests to her home (pictured)
located at 801 Evergreen Avenue
for the 2011 ECHS Christmas

Party.

Plan on attending, bringing
your favorite finger food.

Susan Crawford and Catherine
Fountain are in charge of ar-
°| rangements. €

ECHS Marker Dedication
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011
10:00 a. m.
Atmore, Alabama

ECHS will dedicate its second
historical marker, this one to hon-
or Escambia County High School,
the first public county high school
in Alabama. The Atmore Institute

This dedication will take place | Escambia County High School first opened in this
at 501 South Pensacola Avenue. building in 1903, sharing it with the Grammar
This is the location of the Atmore | School. The high school used the top floor. The
Chamber of Commerce and building burned within a month after the high
YMCA. € school opened.
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Summary of Minutes of the October 2011 Meeting

Treasurer’s Report for October

(1) General Fund Balance - $386.07, (2) Curtis
Finlay Foundation Fund Balance-$22,223.11, and
(3) Scholarship Fund Balance - $1061.44.

Marker for the Battle of Burnt Corn Creek Site

Discussion of knowledge of any plans for placing
an historic marker at the site of the battle as part of
the two hundred year commemoration in 2013.

Since no one is sure of the exact location of the
battle. (The Archeology Department of the Univer-
sity of South Alabama is trying to determine that
location.), the suggestion was made to consult Rep-
resentative Alan Baker about any plans of placing

an historical marker at the site by state agencies.

Reprinting of The History of Escambia County,
Alabama

The McMillan family will underwrite the reprint-
ing of the Annie Waters’ book.

Call for Volunteers

Archivist David Allen reminded members that the
organizing and filing of materials in the Alabama
Room is a never ending task too big for one to two
people. He asked for members to consider being a
volunteer to work on this project. €

ECHS News and Announcements

ECHS Archivist David Allen has donated to the
Alabama Room two books on Confederate History:
(1) The Naval History of the Civil War by Bern An-
derson, and (2) Voices of the Confederate Navy by
R. Thomas Campbell.

k ok sk ok sk sk ok ok ok ook

The Fort Mims Restoration Association is rais-

" ‘— o = -
The logs will be used to build a Blockhouse at the

site of the fort. Sponsoring a Log is $300 but is tax

deductible. For more information call 1251-937-

5710 or 251-533-9024.

k ok sk ok sk sk ok ok ok ook

__| ration of the 200™ anniver-
sary (in 2013) of the Fort
Mims Massacre with a
“Sponsor a Log” fund raiser.

ECHS member Darryl Searcy has been nomi-
nated as one of Southwest Alabama’s regional Hos-
pital Heroes.”

He is one of seven area hospital employees hon-
ored for their dedication to the health care field,
their accomplishments, and their compassion. All
the nominees were honored recently at a luncheon
in Mobile.

ing money for the commemo-

Darryl is the grounds consultant for D. W. McMil-
lan Hospital and other agencies in Brewton.

He is known for his compassion for patients and
employees, giving cutting of plants to oncology pa-
tients and developing a “memory garden” for de-
ceased employees and family members.

Retired from IBM, Dr. Searcy the botanist still
lectures at universities and conducts botanical re-
search for pharmaceutical companies. He has just
returned from India where he was part of a team

looking for plants for new medications.
sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ok ok o3k

Angel Adlerz from Texas has written to ECHS
that she has found letters and war rations books it a
connection to Brewton.

One letter, mailed from France during WWII,
written by a soldier named Aubrey Shiver, is ad-
dressed to Mrs. S. L. Holliday. The war rations
books were issued to Etta Mae Holliday.

Ms. Adlerz says wishes to send the material to any
interested persons or to ECHS.

Museum Coordinator Jerry Simmons has replied
that we will be happy to have the material in our
files for research on the names and that way a fami-
ly member could find the material. €
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Snapshots

To the right, ECHS { ; ~— =
members enjoying the | /
program presented by
Sir Francis McGowin.

Below, Sir Francis vis-
its with Barbara Page
(back to camera) and
Beth Bain.

To the right, guest, Claudia
Campbell of the Fort Mims
Restoration Association
discusses the “Buy a Log”
fund raising program and
plans for the two hundred
year commemoration in
2013 of the Fort Mims Mas-
sacre.

Above, guest speaker Sir Francis McGowan.

Above Sir Francis, ECHS members enjoy re-
freshments after the program

To the left, Sir Francis and Beth Bain contin-
ue their conversation.

VOLUME 38, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011 Page 3



Our Business Members

Please patronize our business members. Be sure to tell them you appreciate their support of the Escambia County Historical Society!

DIXON’S NURSERY
Nursery—Landscaping—Irrigation

323 Dixon Nursery Road
Brewton, Alabama 36426
Phone (251) 867-5847

tlle { It llouse
Pn'nh’nq ¥ frames

Custom Event Stationery
Business Documents ® Custom Framing
131 Saint .J(\sc'ph Avenue 251-867-9962
Brevton, Alabame

i

A
\

4 v trs 3
The FLORIST, Inc.
“Where Flowers Are Special”
719 Douglas Ave.
Brewton, AL 36426
(251) 867-7085
(800) 235-0824

RoNNY HERRINGTON 2K

[.C".ousr.prinﬁng@‘&ﬂ ail.com

KEVIN ONEIL MCKINLEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

100 NORTH MAIN ST.
ATMORE, AL 36502

251-446-3495
MCKINLEY297 1 @YAHDO.COM

(A proud sponsorof the Escambia County Historical Society)

CHARLIE GERMAN
OWNER

C\Vooc[[anc[s

&

‘Te k

To Believe In”

A Local

ly Owned Community Bank

Striving to Meet Your Financial Needs

» Rutes bused on
length of fime
and fype of

colloteral

* Fost approvels

Real Estate Loons

* Fixed rafes up to 15
yaars
* Local closings
= Adjustable rates N
up to 30 years « Minimum fees on
oll loans
= Home Equity Loons

= (onsteuction Loans

SCAMBIA
OUNTY BANK

W PO Box 601 = Flomaton, Alabama 36441

Telephone (251) 296-5356
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The ECHS Journal Section

Reconstruction

This is the third and final part in
the series on Reconstruction by Dar-
ryl Searcy.

While many instances of horror
did occur during the War and imme-
diately following, it would be most
unfair to say that all the South’s pop-
ulation was treated less than humane.
Perhaps Presidents Lincoln and
Johnson did fight long and hard to
“heal the nation’s wounds," but there
were unscrupulous quarters who
fought just as hard to profit from a
battered South.

Today most historians view the
Reconstruction experience as being
quite moderate. The most important
point is that Reconstruction

Adelbert Ames

Republican Carpetbagger

Yet, when considered unemotion-
ally from a historical perspective, the
Reconstruction experience was very
moderate compared to what it could
have been. There were no mass exe-
cutions of rebel leaders or ex-
Confederate soldiers. There was no
nationalization or appropriation of
plantation lands by the victors. The
North declined to force reparation
payments on the defeated South.

All in all, Reconstruction, while
exceedingly unpopular in the South,
was moderate, although a few isolat-
ed cases of corruption did occur. The
myth of Reconstruction arose from
the emotional burden of defeat, the
abolition of slavery, and the recogni-
tion that the North, because

was a period of marked irreg-
ularity for Southerners as they
tried to gain readmission to
the United States and rebuild
a devastated economy while
suffering the emotional bur-
den of defeat and the "Lost
Cause."

Certainly Reconstruction
was abnormal for the people
of the South. Slavery was
abolished and blacks were
given limited rights. Recon-
struction governments, im-
posed by the North, pursued
active government policies

of population increases and
industrialization, now was
the strongest section of the
nation. The South was no
longer an equal partner.

President Lincoln's efforts
to reconstruct several occu-
{ pied states in 1863-64, while
1 tentative, gave an indication
of the way he would have
dealt with a defeated South
had he not been assassinated
in early 1865. His efforts
were quite lenient, designed
to bring about rapid readmis-

that resulted in higher taxes.
Reconstruction governments

Carpetbagger Cartoon from 1872

sion rather than forcing fun-
damental changes on the

were relatively powerful in comparison to the weak,
inactive antebellum governments Southerners had

always preferred. The traditional political leaders of
the South were temporarily disfranchised and blacks

temporarily enfranchised.

South. Lincoln's initial ef-

forts were known as the Ten Percent Plan (when ten
percent of the voting population of a Southern state
took a simple oath of loyalty to the United States, that
state could hold a constitutional convention, set up a

(Continued on page 6)
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The ECHS Journal Section

Reconstruction

(Continued from page 5)

loyal government, and be readmitted
to the Union).

Under Lincoln's plan, few Southern-
ers were disqualified from political
participation. Barred were "all men
who had held Confederate civilian and
diplomatic posts, all who had served
as rebel officers above the rank of
colonel in the army or navy, all who
had resigned from the U. S. armed
forces or left the Congress or judicial
positions to assist the rebellion, and all
who had treated Union soldiers other
than as prisoners of war."

Lincoln, however, pledged to review
individual pleas for pardon from these
groups liberally. All reconstructed gov-
ernments must accept and obey the
Emancipation Proclamation and all
laws Congress might pass with respect
to slavery. Congress then refused to
recognize Lincoln's plan, choosing in-
stead to put forward its own plan of
Reconstruction in the Wade-Davis Bill.

Though it was vetoed by President
Lincoln, the Wade-Davis Bill, passed
in July, 1864, demonstrated Congress
felt that it, rather than the chief execu-
tive, had the power and responsibility
to set the requirements for readmission
to the Union. Furthermore, it demon-

strated that congressmen were not as inclined to leni-
ency as was Lincoln. It proposed that at least fifty

Abraham Lincoln

President, Assassinated

Andrew Johnson

President, Impeached

clad oath" that they had never aided or
fought for the Confederacy would be
eligible to participate in this political
process. Congress was thus determined
to exclude from the process all persons
who had participated in or supported the
costly rebellion. Further, the Wade-
Davis Bill prohibited slavery in all re-
constructed states and made slave own-
ing a federal crime punishable by fines
and imprisonment.

President Lincoln vetoed the bill in
July, 1864, infuriating Congress. Thus it
was clear that President Lincoln and
Congress disagreed about the require-
ments and objectives of Reconstruction.
Further conflict over Reconstruction
was certain. Lincoln, however, was as-
sassinated in April, 1865 and was suc-
ceeded by Andrew Johnson as president.
The institutional conflict between the
executive and legislative branches was
far from over however. Rather, that in-
stitutional conflict would continue and
intensify.

Abraham Lincoln's assassination
plunged the United States into institu-
tional, political, and constitutional cri-
ses. The conflict between the executive
and legislative branches of the federal
government, which had been muted un-
der President Lincoln because of the
demands of the war effort, now broke

into open warfare. President Johnson and Congress
had totally different ideas about the objectives and

percent of a state's voting population must take a sim- methods by which the South would be readmitted to

ple oath of loyalty to the United States before the
process of Reconstruction could commence.

Once the fifty percent requirement was met, the
state could hold a constitutional convention, set up a

There was

loyal government, and apply for readmission. How-
ever, only those individuals who could swear an "iron

the Union. They fought each other savagely to insure
the triumph of their positions.

also a partisan political crisis in the war's

aftermath. Andrew Johnson, a loyal Democrat from

(Continued on page 7)
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The ECHS Journal Section

Reconstruction

(Continued from page 6)

the border state of Tennessee,
had been placed on the Republi-
can/Union party ticket in 1864 .
in order to enhance Lincoln's
chances of re-election and to
demonstrate that the military .
effort to preserve the Union was
a bipartisan effort. This effort
to show solidarity backfired, .
however, when Lincoln was as-
sassinated and Andrew Johnson
became both president and head |*
of the Republican Party. Every |,
action he took regarding Recon-
struction was suspect because
he was a Democrat and because | ¢
he came not from the North but
from the border state of Tennes-
see.

Readmission of the Confederate
States to Representation in Con-
gress

Tennessee — July 24, 1866
¢ Arkansas — June 22, 1868
Florida — June 25, 1868

¢ North Carolina —
South Carolina —
¢ Louisiana — July 9, 1868
Alabama — July 13, 1868
Virginia — January 26, 1870

¢ Mississippi — February 23, 1870
Texas — March 30, 1870

¢ Georgia — July 15, 1870

ing actions:

1. Abolish the institution of
slavery by ratifying the 13th
amendment to the Constitution.

2. Establish the civil status and
rights of the ex-slave in society.

3. Repudiate the ordinances of
secession (avowing that seces-
sion was unconstitutional), and

July 4, 1868

July 9, 1868
4. Repudiate the Confederate

war debt.

Under Johnsonian Reconstruc-
tion, the majority of Southern-
ers were allowed to participate
in the political process. Anyone
who could swear the simple
loyalty oath could vote and hold
political office.

President Johnson was also

These institutional and politi-
cal conflicts culminated in a constitutional crisis. De-
termined to implement its own Reconstruction plan
and rid itself of Johnson, the Republican-dominated
Congress impeached and attempted to remove him
from office. These institutional, political, and consti-
tutional crises combined to make the Reconstruction
experience one of the most emotional and bitter peri-
ods of American history.

President Johnson attempted to adopt a lenient poli-
cy of Reconstruction that had been initiated by Lin-
coln during the war years. He did so not only be-
cause of his own inclinations and beliefs but also be-
cause he felt committed to carrying out the policies of
his predecessor. While forced to make additional de-
mands of the South as prerequisites to readmission,

Johnsonian Reconstruction was indeed lenient giv-
en the temper of the times. Before qualifying for re-
admission, Southern states would have to hold consti-
tutional conventions which took each of the follow-

extremely liberal in pardoning
individuals who had held high office in the Confeder-
ate governments or leadership positions in the Con-
federate armed forces. For instance, he pardoned Al-
exander Stephens, the vice president of the Confeder-
ate States of America, who was promptly selected as
a U. S. Senator by the people of Georgia.

Given the temper of the times, such a program of
leniency was bound to produce problems with the
Republican-dominated Congress, particularly when
Texas attempted to gain readmission to the Union
under Presidential Reconstruction in 1866. Its actions
toward the constitutional convention and the state
legislature that met immediately thereafter demon-
strated an unrepentant attitude that did not set well
with Washington politics. €
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The ECHS Journal Section

Reconstruction

The Texas Constitutional Convention of 1866 and the

Eleventh State Legislature of Texas

From the article “The World Turned Upside
Down: Reconstruction in Texas” these are the ac-
tions which demonstrated the unrepentant attitude
of Texas:

The Texas Constitutional Convention of 1866

The convention refused to repudiate the ordinance
of succession the state had adopted in 1861 with-
drawing from the United States.

It refused to ratify the 13th amendment. Ex-
slaves were given a few limited rights under the
constitution but were denied the most important
rights, including citizenship, the right to vote, and
the right to hold office .

The Eleventh State Legislature of Texas

The actions of the Eleventh State Legislature of

Texas which angered the Republican-dominated
Congress, include:

The refusal to ratify either the 13th or the new
14th amendment to the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States, which granted citizenship and all the
rights of citizenship to ex-slaves

*

The enacting of Black Codes which severely
limited the rights of ex-slaves, and

The appointment of Oran M. Roberts, who was
president of the Texas secessionist convention of
1861, as a U. S. senator to represent Texans in
Washington, D. C.
(http://www.austincc.edu/Ipatrick/his1693/reconstr.
html). €

Congressional Reconstruction

The requirements of Congressional Reconstruc-
tion were: (1) ratify the 13th, 14th, and 15th amend-
ments to the federal Constitution and include the
same guarantees as amendments to new state con-
stitution, (2) repudiate the ordinances of secession,
the Confederate war debt, and all laws passed dur-
ing the Confederate period, and (3) submit state
constitutions that were "acceptable" to the U. S.
Congress

Reasoning that the south would not submit to re-
construction under these terms until the leaders who
had been in power during the period of secession
had been removed from office, Congress put the
south under military occupancy until the recon-
struction period was over.

The military commanders were given tremendous

political power to force the South to accept the con-
gressional demands. .Congress also required that
only individuals who could take the “ironclad” oath
could vote or hold office.

The oath required an individual to swear (1) that
he had never borne arms against the Union or sup-
ported the Confederacy (that is, he had "never vol-
untarily borne arms against the United States),

(2) hat he had voluntarily given no aid, counte-
nance, counsel or encouragement to persons in re-
bellion, and (3) that he had exercised or attempted
to exercise the functions of no office under the Con-
federacy (“The World Turned Upside Down: Re-
construction in Texas”
<http://www.austincc.edu/lpatrick/his1693/reconstr.
html[>). €
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The ECHS Journal Section

The Establishment of Escambia County High School: Alabama’s First
Public County High School

By Ranella Merritt

Escambia County Superintendent of
Education, William Schaeffer Neal,
who took office in 1886, is credited
with leading the movement to establish
a public high school in the county to
bridge the gap between primary educa-
tion (referred to as first and second
grade) and college. Having moved to
Escambia County from Monroe County
in 1882, he had found the county had
some private schools and a few badly
funded public schools.

from three to five months.

On July 14 and 15 of 1902, Superin-
tendent Neal and the County Board of
Education adopted a resolution to op-
erate the county’s public schools on a
uniform grade system. They also rec-
ommended that “a petition be submit-
ted to the county commissioners for
the appropriation of the old courthouse
building in Brewton to be used as a
county high school, and that money
from the common school fund be ap-
propriated to pay the salaries of teach-

Escambia County at the time provid-
ed no financial support to the public
schools and the state was in such a bad
economic situation that it could provide
only limited funds. Because of these
conditions, the public schools were lim-
ited to three months of operation.

William Shaeffer Neal

W. S. Neal served a total
of twenty-three years as
Escambia County Superin-
tendent of Education,
1886-1905, 1913-1917.

ers for said high school” (Waters, His-
tory of Escambia County, Alabama,
page 320).

The petition also stated that if it
were rejected by the county commis-
sioners, the county board of education
was to “solicit subscriptions to build

In 1896, he drafted provisions for an act which
would provide for better support and organization of
the public schools of the county. These provisions
included; (1) a special school tax of two mills for the
support and maintenance of public schools in the
county, (2) division of the county into school dis-
tricts conforming to centers of population instead of
township lines, (3) obtaining of proper title and pos-
sessions of all property related to educational purpos-
es by the County Board of Education, (4) adoption of
a uniform series of textbooks for the schools, and (5)
provision for salaries for teachers as well as the au-
thority for them to be paid by the county superinten-
dent (Annie Waters, History of Escambia County,
Alabama, page 319).

The Act, with his provisions, became law on Febru-
ary 23, 1899. With the additional money from the
county, immediately the public school year increased

and establish such a school” (Waters, History of Es-
cambia County, Alabama, page 320). The school
would be placed in the town with the largest dona-
tion. The towns included in the donation contest
were Brewton, Pollard, Flomaton, Canoe, and At-
more.

The commissioners rejected the petition. As a re-
sult and not to be stopped, on January 29, 1903, Neal
and others on the school board prepared applications
for donations for the proposed high school and in-
cluded a provision that donors would express on the
application sheet their preference for the location of
the school.

The applications for subscriptions were mailed and
the donations and recommendations for location of
the school mailed back to the school board in sealed
envelopes. On April 16, 1903, the contributions were

(Continued on page 10)
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The ECHS Journal Section

The Establishment of Escambia County High School (continued)

(Continued from page 9)

counted and Atmore had won with
$5,000 in contributions. Annie Waters
states that William Carney of Atmore,
was a “liberal subscriber” and that
“Atmore and Pollard and worked like
Trojans to get the high

school” (History of Escambia County,
Alabama , page 321).

The idea of establishing a public high
school was not without opposition.
Contemporary “Letters to the Editor”
of the Pine Belt News indicate a lively
discussion of the pros and cons for
having a high school and where to lo-
cate it.

The main objections were that the
high school would take too much of

William Carney

Generous contributor
through land and money to
establishing the Escambia
County High School in At-

History of Escambia County, Ala-
| bama page 321).

| However, even after the state legis-

lature authorized the establishment of
| the school and the use of public funds
to do so, there was opposition. Annie
Waters speaks of strenuous opposition
which developed early in 1903 when
| politics became involved.

First, Superintendent Neal was faced
| with competition for his job. J. B.

| O’Bannon announced he would run in
opposition to Superintendent Neal in
the 1904 election for County Superin-
tendent of Education Mr. O'Bannon
had support from those involved in
private high schools and the public
school trustees in districts where high
school subjects were already being

the county monies for education away from the com-
mon schools (first and second grade levels), that it
would only benefit the community in which it would
be located, and that those interested in the higher lev-
els of learning might as well go to college since at-
tending the high school would be a boarding situation
for many of the students (“Letters,” Pine Belt News,
March 19, 1903). .

One interesting letter proposed that environmen-
tal considerations should be taken into account on
where to locate the school, “pure air and pure water
should be the watchword.” This writer concludes his
letter with , “A high altitude, cool breezes, deep
wells, pure water, these are some of the important
advantages that are offered by Nokomis” (“Letters to
the Editor,” The Pine Belt News, March 5, 1903).

Of course the winner of the subscriptions or dona-
tions contest determined the location, and through the
work of Superintendent Neal and others, the state leg-
islature approved a bill on March, 5, 1903 for the Es-
cambia County Board of Education to establish a
high school and to use public funds to do so (Waters,

taught.

As further action in opposition to the high school,
petitions were circulated to amend the legislative act
giving the county the right to create the high school.
This amendment would prohibit the use of public
money to establish the school. The petition and
amendment did not pass in the legislature because
the senator in charge of the bill allowed the time to
expire without bringing the amendment to a vote
(Waters, History of Escambia, Alabama, page 322).

In March of 1903, Superintendent Neal mailed let-
ters to those in the state he considered qualified, an-
nouncing the position of principle at the new school
open for applicant. From the applicants who replied,
O. S. Laudham of Jacksonville Normal School in
Jackson, Alabama was selected by the county board
of education to be the first principal (Waters, History
of Escambia County Alabama, page 321).

The Escambia County Public High School opened
on September 14, 1903 with an enrollment of ninety-

one students. The school opened using the top floor
(Continued on page 11)
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The Establishment of Escambia County High School (continued)

(Continued from page 10)

of the Atmore Institute (Grammar
School) Building, a two story wooden
structure which was located approxi-
mately where Albert’s Restaurant was
located in the 1970’s (Waters, History
of Escambia County, Alabama, page
322).

The two and one-half acre lot on
which the Atmore Institute Building
was located had been deeded by Mr.

the two schools. Four days after the
fire, the students began attending clas-
ses in the Gordon Building on Ashley
Street. Waters describes this building
as an old store which was said to have
been the location where Railroad Bill
was killed (History of Escambia
County, Alabama, page 323).

Opposition to the school continued
in 1904 even though the school had
been open for one term. Mr. O’Ban-
non, who had said he would run

and Mrs. William Carney in 1895. the Charles Peavy

land o be used for “schools, social, and
benevolent purposes” (Waters, History
of Escambia County, Alabama, page
323). This is just one instance of the
many gifts the Carneys gave in support of education.

against Superintendent Neal, did so in
the 1904 election for County Superin-
tendent of Education, and won.

Second Principal of the
Escambia County High
School

Waters says that many citizens were
misled by accusations that Superinten-
dent Neal had illegally used county funds for the high
school. However, this action of using public funds
was legal and had been approved by the state legisla-

The Atmore Institute Building was destroyed by
fire on October 8, 1903, less than a month after the

high school

ture (History of Es-

opened. The fire
was said to be the
work of arsonists.

Waters quotes a
statement from the
Atmore News pub-
lished just before
the fire, “ The
State and the peo-
ple of Atmore have
covenanted togeth-
er in solemn cove-

nant to build and

The Escambia County High School Building of 1909-1925

cambia County,
Alabama, page
323).

In spite of the de-
feat of Neal for the
position of county
Superintendent of
«| Education, the high

| school opened for a
! second year on Oc-
tober 3, 1904. The
| school was in the
same location but

operate this institu-

tion together. The school is here and to stay - no mat-

ter what kind of kick comes from other towns. Oh,

sister towns, abate your feeble efforts to kill our high

school” (History of Escambia County High School,

page 9).

Atmore citizens quickly found a new location for

pal.

with a new princi-

Charles A. Peavy had been selected by the County
Board to be principle. Peavey toured the county to
promote the school. He encouraged students from
Flomaton and Canoe to attend the school by riding

(Continued on page 12)
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The Establishment of Escambia County High School (continued)

(Continued from page 11)

the daily train, “riding the short,” to
Atmore, and many did so.

In addition to day students from At-
more and the surrounding area, the
school had boarding students.

In 1905, the school moved to a new,
two-story brick building built for it,
located where the educational build-
ing of the First United Methodist is
located today.

In 1907, funding for the high school
became a matter of state as well as

| this time a five acre plot, to the state
of Alabama (History of Escambia
County High School, page 15).

Waters comments, « the dream of
educator W. S. Neal was realized, and
a state and county-supported high
school was established on state
owned property” History of Escambia
i County, Alabama, Page 325).

i This site would be the site of the

¢ high school for over fifty years, 1909-
i 1960. The first building at this loca-
tion was completed on August 5,

¢ 1909 at a cost of $15,000. The 1909-
¢ 1910 school term began in the new

county support. The Alabama legis-
lature passed a bill providing for one
public high school in each county of
the state and appropriated funds for
teachers.

The citizens of Atmore wanted to
obtain state funds for the high school

Jesse Edgar McCoy
1854-1928

The first Mayor of Atmore,
Mr. McCoy was on the build-
ing committee for the1909
high school building.

building in September 14.

However, this building, which was
much admired as a fine public build-
ing, was destroyed by fire on the first
of January 1925. The town immedi-
ately began planning for the building

and many worked hard to achieve that
goal. On April 4, 1908, a meeting was held at Peavy
Hall in Atmore with members of the State High
School Educational Committee.

The governor of Alabama, B. B. Comer (known as
the education governor because of the many improve-
ments in education which he gained for the state), and
the State Superintendent were on the committee.
Waters says that Atmore did its best to entertain the
committee and inform them of the past progress of
the public high school with a tour of its facilities and
discussion of the prospects for the future (History of
the Escambia County High School, page 15).

Atmore’s efforts paid off. On May 1, 1908, At-
more received word that it had been awarded the first,
free, state supported high school. In order to meet the
requirement that the county had to provide the site for
the public high school (a requirement before state
funds would be awarded). Mr. Carney donated land,

of a new high school at the same lo-
cation. Meanwhile, classes were held in local
churches.

The new high school building was constructed and
completed in 1925/26 at a cost of $65,000. Escambia
County High School was located at this site and in
this building until 1960 when the school was moved
to a new location in Atmore.

Sources

“Letters to the Editor.” Pine Belt News. March 5,
1903.

Waters, Annie C. The History of Escambia County,
Alabama. Spartanburg, North Carolina:The Re-
print Company, 2000

Waters, Annie C. History of the Escambia County
High School, Atmore, Alabama, “Alabama’s First
County High School.” The Atmore Advance,
1978, €
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Ordering Information

Make your check out to The Escambia County Historical Society (or ECHS)

and send to
Book Orders, ECHS, P.O. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427

f BOOKS
Make

e

Brewton and East Brewton—
by Lydia Grimes, columnist for
The Brewton Standard—Part of

% Wonderful
the Images of America series History of Escambia County , Alabama

L4 «
Christmas Gifts!
using archival photographs, this by Annie C. Waters - Designated by the

book presents the distinctive *‘ Escambia County Commission as the
stories from the past that shape ““M‘ Official History of Escambia County. This

the characte”r of ’E’he community delightful and informative narrative in-
today. 6 1/2” X 9” Paperback cludes historic photos and area maps. 6”
$23.86 (tax included) X 9” Hardcover

$50 (tax included)

Flomaton Centen- Historical Atlas of

nial Scrapbook Alabama—Escambia
by Jerry Simmons County-Historical locations

and Jerry Fischer -
Sponsored by the
Town of Flomaton
and the Flomaton
Centennial Commit-
tee. This is a book
commemorating
Flomaton's history
and the 2008 Cen-

Historical Atlas of Alabama and Cemete I‘ieS
o 8 1/2” X 11” Paperback
$5.50 (tax included)

tennial Celebration. THE UNIVERSITY OF
9” X 11 1/2” hard- ALABAMA
cover ARTS & SCIENCES
(2008)

$45 (tax included)

; ‘éél?braﬁng
maton’s 100 years

e,
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History of Brewton and East
Brewton

by John Appleyard - Ap-
pleyard's treatment of the re-
gion's history covers the be-
ginnings through about 1985.
(2008) 8” x 11” soft cover

$45 (tax included)

Sixty Years a Brickmaker
Brickmaking and Burning

John Williamson Crary

Sixty Years a Brickmaker—
Historical reprint by Neal Colli-
er—the story of John W. Crary
and his Yankee ingenuity. Crary
learned about brick making in
Ohio and brought it to his
adopted home in the South,
Crary invented the ironclad war-
ship for the South and a famous
brickmaking machine. He was
also one of the founders of the
town of Bluff Springs, Florida. 5”
X 8 1/2” paperback

$15.00 (plus tax)

Red Eagle—and the Wars
with the Creek Indians of
Alabama-one of a series of
historical reprints of books
long out of print and hard to
find by Neal Collier

51/2” X 8 1/2” paperback
$20.00 (plus tax)

THE ESCAMBIA
COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY COOKBOOK

Brewton, Alabama

First edition 1998

FARM BLACKSMITHING

Escambia County
Historical Society
Cookbook

Filled with mouth watering
recipes, this cookbook
offers a nice sampling of
Deep South cuisine.

8 1/2” X 6—paperback
$5.50 (tax included)

Farm Blacksmithing—A
good blacksmith can mend

anything but the break of
day or a broken heart.
One of a series of histori-
cal reprints of books long
out of print and hard to
find by Neal Collier

51/2” X 8 1/2” paperback
$20.00 (plus tax)
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HEADSTONES AND HERITAGES

Headstones and Heritages

by Reginald McFarland, Lennis Shelton,
& Leslie Shelton. A must for a family re-
searcher's library! Includes detailed list-
ings for most Escambia county cemeter-
ies with transcriptions of legible head-
stones. Price: $40 (tax included)

The Rise of the Poarch Creek
Indians— by Lou Vickery

A historical, genealogical and
biographical look at Alabama’s
only federally recognized Native
American fribe.

51/2” X 8 1/2” paperback
$20.00 (tax included)

ETHE RISE OF. 4

THE POARCH BAND
OF CREEK INDIANS

LoU VICIKERY WITH STEVE TRAVIS
" (DESCENDANTS OF TWO OF THE ANCESTRAL POARCH FAMILIES:
MONIAC AND ROLIN)

5 J‘u’s}‘('ﬁ it da! 2 o
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Baldwin County, Alabama—by
John C. Lewis and Harriet Brill Out-
law—Part of the Images of America
series using archival photographs,
this book presents the distinctive
stories from the past that shape the
character of the community today. 6
1/2” X 9” Paperback

Price $23.86 (tax included)

Monroeville—Literary Capital
of Alabama—by Kathy
McCoy—part of the Images of
America series using archival
photographs, this book presents
the distinctive stories from the
past that shape the character of
the community today. 6 1/2” X
9” Paperback

$21.69 (tax included) Price
$23.86 tax included)

MONROEVILLE

LITERARY CAPITAL OF ALABAMA

A Pictorial Historx Volume |l

Alger-Sullivan Historical Society

A Pictorial History, Volume Il

by Jerry Simmons and Jerry Fischer
Published by The Alger-Sullivan Histori-
cal Society. Historical pictures of people
and places and historical accounts of
Century, Flomaton and Jay and their
respective surrounding areas.

(2009) $36 hardcover (tax included)

Monroeville—The Search for
Harper Lee’s Maycomb— by
Monroe County Heritage Muse-
ums—Part of the Images of
America series using archival
photographs, this book presents
the distinctive stories from the
past that shape the character of
the community today. 6 1/2” X
9” Paperback

Price $23.86 (tax included)
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ECHOES
THE NEWSLETTER FOR

THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.0.Box 276
Brewton, AL 36427

Phone: 251-809-1528

E-mail: escohis@escohis.org

Books for Sale
A History of Escambia County

Headstones and Heritage
Escambia Historical Society Cookbook

Wildflowers of The Escambia CD
History of Brewton and E. Brewton (sc)

Flomaton Centennial Scrapbook

FIRST CLASS MAIL
DATED MATERIAL

Address correction
requested

Mailed Regular

$55.00
$40.00
$10.00
$12.50
$51.00
$46.00

$50.00
$35.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$45.00
$40.00

Clip the following form and send to ECHS
Treasurer, P.O. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427

| Date / /

: Names)

' Mailing Address

I

|

I Phone

| . Do you prefer to get your newsletter b
 Email Address youp ety y
| U.S. Mail or email?

I

1 Dues ($25.00/person,

1 $35.00/two family members - Lifetime, $250.00/person; $50.00/year busi-
1 ness)

1 .

I Donatlon (Business members get a business-card sized advertisement in 11 issues of the

:Amount enclosed

| .
; Your interests

1 You will help with

newsletter. Larger sized ads are available)

ECHOES, The newsletter for the Escambia County Historical

Society, a 501 (c) (3) corporation, is published monthly except

November. Comments are welcome. You may email the Society
at escohis@escohis.org or call 2571-809-1528.

OFFICERS

President, Tom McMillan

Vice-President, Robin Brewton
Secretary, Jo Brewton

Treasurer, Susan Crawford

X/ . . .
*%* Dues are to be paid at the beginning of the Echoes Editor, Ranella Merritt

year. Give a membership as a gift!

Asst .Editor, Jerry Simmons
Librarian, Jacque Stone
Publicity, Lydia Grimes
Historian/Curator, Barbara Page

TRUSTEES

Wilellen Elliot

Ann Biggs-Williams
Ranella Merritt

Tom McMillan

Sallie Finlay, Alternate
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