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The May Meetings 
   The month of May will be a busy one for 
the Society. In addition to sponsoring the 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 program by the  
Escambia County High School Choir, the 
society will return to its regularly  
scheduled fourth Tuesday of the Month 
Meetings on May 23, 2017.   
   The society will meet in the McMillan  
Museum at 3:00 with a business meeting, a  
program, and time for refreshments after 
the program.   
    The program will be a presentation by 
guest speaker Coletta Bailey, on òFeed Sack  
Clothing.ò  

   In addition to having twelve members selected to perform at a  
Carnegie Hall Choir Festival this April, the choir has been honored with 
other invitations.  Previous performances include an appearance at the 
recent Alabama Association of School Boards Convention and the  
Atmore Chamber of Commerce Banquet for 2016 where choir director 
Conrad Weber received a Citizen of the Year Award.   

 Conrad Weber, at left,  
Director of Escambia 
County High School 
Choir, Receives Citizen 
of Year Award from  
Atmore Chamber of 
Commerce President 
Chris Singleton. 

Bicentennial  
Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 
1:30 p. m.  at the 
McMillan Museum 

ECHS Board Meeting of 
Officers and Trustees 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017 
11:00 a. m. McMillan  

Museum 
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News and Announcements 

Flomaton 
High School  
History Fair  
Wednesday 
April 26, 
2017 

8:00 a. m.- 
2:00 p. m. 

 
 
 
   

    From the Facebook page for the Fair, this explana-
tion of its purpose, ñInstead of just doing a typical 
research paper, our students will be creating a visual 
exhibit to display their findings.ñ   Local historical 
societies, museums, and educational organizations 
have been invited to set up exhibits and there will 
also be antique cars to show how cars have changed 
in history.   
 

************** 
 

Alabama  
Department of  

Archives and History 
Launches Alabama  
History D. I. Y  

  This program is  
designed to offer  
curated museum  
exhibits and other 
ñHow-toò resources to 
museums, historical 
societies, and other community organizations in the 
state.   
   The first D. I. Y. exhibit available is ñThe Art of 
the Great War: Posters from the Alabama Archives.ò 
Two examples are shown above.  

   Concerning these posters, according to the an-
nouncement of this new program, ñThrough a simple 
application process, local organizations may obtain 
high-resolution, print-ready exhibit graphics along 
with an installation and publicity guide, free of 
charge.ò 
 

************** 
 

Daedalus  
Statue  
Honoring  
World War I 
Pilots  

Dedicated at  
Maxwell Air 
Force Base  
on April 6, 
2017 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   On April 6, a bronze sculpture of Daedalus by  
British sculptor James Butler was dedicated at  
Maxwell Air Force Base.  
   The statue commemorates the centennial of WWI 
and the WWI pilots for whom the order of   
Daedalians was established at Maxwell AFB in 
1934. The Order of Daedalians is a fraternal and pro-
fessional order of American military pilots. 
   The statue is a gift to Maxwell made possible by 
the Croix Rouge Farm Memorial Foundation and an 
Alabama businessman Nimrod ñRodò Frazer, a     
Korean War Army veteran, Silver Star recipient, au-
thor and historian. 
   In her article about the dedication, writer  
Rebecca Buryio described the statue:  
   ñStanding erect in full period pilot gear from 
World War I, the bronzed likeness of a man seems as 
if it might take flight at any moment. Based upon 

(Continued on page 3) 

Flomaton High School 
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News and Announcements 

the mythical creature endowed by a Greek god with 
the right to fly, the impressive modern representation 
shows a combat pilot with his arms stretched out 
above his head lifting two, large wings strapped to 
his wrists and forearms. Wearing a pilot cap and 
strap, his face is turned downward and embodies the 
strength and pioneering spirit that can only come 
from service and sacrificeò (from the article 
ñDonated Bronze Honors WWI Pilots,ò Montgomery  
Advertiser, March 22, 2017 ). 

 
 ************** 

 
The Baldwin County Historical Society 

Presents  
A History of the Grand Hotel  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: Sunday, April 23, 2017 
Location: The Immaculata Center 
                 1601 Main St., Daphne 
Time: 2:30 p. m.  
 
   From the notice for the program: 
   ñThe present Grand Hotel Marriott Resort, Golf 

Club & Spa, located in the town of Point Clear, trac-
es its rich history to the 1840s. In its early days many 
of its guests arrived by Bayboats, bringing visitors 
from all over the country by way of Mobile. 
   ñDuring the Civil War, the facility served as a 
Confederate Hospital. Hundreds of Confederate  
soldiers died while at the hospital and many of these 
are buried in the nearby Confederate Rest cemetery. 
During World War II the facilities were used as a 
maritime training school. 
   ñIn 2014 it received an Award of Excellence from 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation and was 
added to their list of Historic Hotels of America.ò 
 

************** 
Website offers Historical Newspapers 

from the 1700ôsï2000ôs 
 

   The website, Newspapers.com, according to 
Brewton Mayor Yank Lovelace, basically has all the 
newspapers in Brewton up to 1925 and newspapers 
from all over the U.S. including Pensacola.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Rod Frazer, who donated the statue, is 
quoted as saying: 

"It shows the beginning of air power. 
They started WWI on horses and ended it 
in airplanes and so this is a tribute to the 
technology and the courage and spirit of 
winning between the Americans and the 

French" 
(http://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/dispatch
/2017/03/22/donated-bronze-honor-pioneering-

wwi-pilots/99491480/). 
A sample story of what can be found on 
the Newspaper.com site. 
 
From The Bee, Danville, Virginia, April 

17, 1934 
 ñMule Sets Own Working Hoursò 

Accomac, Va. ï  
   Bill, a mule on the Bunter farm, 
ñWillow Rank,ò near here, had his own 
schedule of working hours long before 
anyone ever heard of NRA codes. 
   Promptly at 12 oôclock Bill stops, 
through there is no bell or whistle to tell 
him the time, and not another bit of work 
will he do until after he has had his mid-
day meal and rest.  It makes no differ-
ence whether his plow is in the middle of 
a row at noon he stops.  No one has ever 
been able to explain how he senses the 
time. 
 

Note: NRA is the abbreviation for  
National Recovery Administration, a New 
Deal agency which was established in 
1933 to create codes of ñfair practicesò 
and set prices.   
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Snapshots of the ECHS March 2017 Meeting 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   To the right, a close up of 
the model turpentine still, 
shown above.  Here the sap 
was cooked to produce the 
naval stores items such as 
tar, pitch, and turpentine. 

   Above, Guest Speaker   
Raymond Melvin is shown 
with part of his collection of 
Naval Stores items.  
   In front of Mr. Melvin are 
cups which were attached to 
the trees to collect the sap 
from the trees.  
   To the right of the picture 
is a model of a turpentine 
still.  

Above, Rosin Yards,  
Pensacola, 

Florida, ca. 1918. 
   Resin is the solid amber  
residue obtained after the  
distillation of crude  
turpentine. 
   Size of the yard shows the 
importance of the Naval 
Stores Industry in the 
southeast. 
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Snapshots of the ECHS March 2017 Meeting (Continued) 

 

An Overview of the Items from His Extensive Naval Stores Collection Which Raymond  
Melvin Displayed at the March Meeting.   

   In the background is the picture of the Rosin Yard in Pensacola from ca. 1918; against 
the wall are tree barks showing the multiple cuts (cat faces) made in the trees to get sap.   
   In front are hacks, axes, other specialty tools, and to the right, various cups which were 
nailed to the tree to collect the sap. 

Close up of Items Used in the Naval Stores Industry 
In front, from the left, are a Bark Hack, which removed the bark in preparation for cut-
ting the ñcat faceò; a Wood Hack used to chip a ñStreakò in the tree or cut to get the gum 
flowing; and a Concave Apron, a flat oblong piece of galvanized iron, with the ends slight-
ly upturned, used to guide the gum flowing from the face of the tree into a collection cup. 
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Snapshots of the ECHS March 2017 Meeting (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Wood Puller 
The puller is used after the first two seasons of cutting the trees when the increased 
height of the cat face has made the use of a hack impossible.  The puller is then used 
in place of the hack.  This tool resembles the hack except that the blade is closed and 
the tool is provided with a long handle. 

Axe Maul 
The Maul was used to strike the axe to make the chip or cut in the tree. 
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Snapshots of the ECHS March 2017 Meeting (Continued) 

 

 

 

More Close Ups of Tools 
   At the left front are two cups used for collecting the sap or rosin. At the left 
front is the Pringle cup (1910), and behind the Pringle is the McKoy cup 
(1908), each named after the inventor/manufacturer. 
   In the middle is a boxed tree Dip Iron, a tool used to get the sap or rosin 
out of the boxes or cups attached to the tree. 
    At the right is a Boxed Ax Head.  These were usually curved to fit next to 
the tree and were used to make the original cuts and establish the large 
opening at the base of the tree.   

Front Row, Left to Right, Melvin Raymond, Don Sales, Barbara McCoy, and Ranella Merritt. 
Second Row, Left to Right, Ann Green, Ruth Carden, Florence Rowser, Amanda Bell, June 
Martin, Robert Martin, and James Gulley.  Back Row, Left to Right, Charlie Ware, Thomas 
White, Charles Stone, Alex McDowell, and Tom McMillan. 


