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Meeting. women on July 8, 1948.

Blake originally enlisted in

March 1944, in Miami in the
Army Air Forces, served one
year in the Alaskan division
and was discharged in No-
vember 1945. She reenlisted

signed to the ground force
but seized the first oppor-
tunity to return to the Army
Air Forces. Service in the
nation's armed forces was
nothing new for Mrs. Blake.

She supported the war by
working at the war by work-
ing at the Miami Air Depot
as a civilian employee. Blake
was a widow. She joined the
Women's Army Corps when
she found out her eldest son,
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ed missing. He was a B-17
Flying Fortress pilot out of
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down over Belgium.

Esther was from Escam-
bia County, Ala.
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The Program

(Continued from page 1)

Church in Atmore.

An amateur woodworker he enjoys working in his
shop. However, he says he spends most of his free
time with his wife and their three daughters. His wife
Jennifer also teaches at Coastal Alabama. She is a
biology instructor.

Brett and Family

Wife, Jennifer,
Daughters, Anna,
Clair and Charlotte.

Photo from 2022.

News and Announcements

Society Loses Longtime
Member

Society member Ann Biggs
Williams passed away in July. A
member since its beginning, Ann at
various times served as President
and Trustee of the Society.

She always had interesting news
and recommendations about new books, upcoming
conferences and new information about Alabama
history to share at the Society’s meetings.

A librarian at Jefferson Davis Community College,
now Coastal Alabama, she was also involved in
many societies dedicated to preserving the environ-
ment. Her many friends will remember her hand
written notes sent on many occasions including, al-
ways, birthdays which were always uplifting.

Her talents and love for friends and family will be
remembered and missed.

Alabama Depart-
ment of Archives
and History

Next year, the Archives
will celebrate 125 years
of service to our state.
Established under the leadership of Thomas M.
Owen in 1901, it was the first state-funded,
independently administered archival and historical

agency in the nation. (It pre-dates the National Ar-
chives by 33 years!)

Fort Toulouse-Fort Jackson is hosting Alabama
Frontier Days from November 5-8, 2025. This living
history event recreates frontier life from the 18th and
early 19th centuries, featuring military reenactments,
craft demonstrations, period entertainment, and his-
toric interpreters. The event runs daily from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., with admission costing $15 for adults and
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Fall Pilgrimage, October 24-25, Guntersville, AL.
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Over 200 Years of Service:

front

From <htps://www.uso.org/stories/3005-over-200-years-of-
service-the-history-of-women-in-the-us-military>.

Revolutionary War

Although women were not always permitted to enlist
in the U.S. Armed Forces, many still found ways to
serve their nation.

During the Revolutionary War, as colonial militias
armed themselves and joined George Washington’s
Continental Army, many of these soldiers’ wives, sis-
ters, daughters and mothers went with them. These
women traveled alongside the Continental Army,
where they boosted morale as well as mended clothes,

After her husband was killed in battle, Mar-
garet Corbin continued to fight from his
post at Fort Washington.

tended to wounds, foraged for food, cooked and
cleaned both laundry and cannons.

Some women found ways to join the fight for inde-
pendence. Margaret Corbin, for example, disguised
herself as a man and traveled with her husband to the

lines
of the Battle of Fort Washington, where she helped
him load his cannon. When her husband was shot by
enemy fire, Corbin carried on fighting, even after be-
ing shot three times. She was given a military pension
in acknowledgment of her efforts, and years after her
death was reburied at West Point with full military
honors. Similarly, Deborah Sampson fought disguised
as a man for years before her true sex was revealed.
Other women, such as Lydia Darragh, also supported
the war effort by spying on behalf of the Patriots.
However, women’s roles in the military became

even more crucial during the Civil War, as their sup-

: port
ex-

Photo credit U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center

panded.
Civil War

During the Civil War, nearly 20,000 women lent
their skills and efforts in everything from growing
crops to feed Union troops to cooking in Army
camps. Other tasks included sewing, laundering uni-
forms and blankets and organizing donations through
door-to-door fundraising campaigns.

Notably, it was during the Civil War that women
began to serve as nurses on a much larger and more
official scale. Approximately 3,000 women served as
nurses for the Union Army during the war. Legendary
nurse and founder of the Red Cross Clara Barton even
received a special “military pass” that permitted her
to travel directly onto the battlefield, where she drove
her medical wagons straight into the fray to tend to
wounded soldiers.

Fellow trailblazer Dorothea Dix was even
appointed superintendent of the United States Army

Nurses for the Union Army, leading her own “army
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

of nurses” over the course of the war. Dix is remem-
bered for pushing for high standards of behavior and
training among her nurses, as well as providing ample
opportunities for female nurses working in support of
the military.

Meanwhile, some women even marched on the bat-
tlefields. Historians estimate that about 1,000 women
disguised themselves as men and fought on both sides
of the Civil War.

World War I

The 20th century changed everything for
women in the military.

At the onset of the United States’ entry into World
War [ in April 1917, the U.S. Army Nurse Corps
(ANC) — formally established in 1901 — had only
officially been in existence for less than 20 years, and
only had 403 nurses in its active-duty ranks. By June
1918, just over a year later, there were more than
3,000 American nurses deployed to British-operated
hospitals in France. These nurses often worked in dan-
gerous conditions near the front lines, caring for ser-

American nurses care for injured soldiers
in France in 1918.

Photo Credit Library of Congress

vice members and civilians alike, and ensuring the
health and safety of Allied troops.

ol

Telephone operators-also known as” Hello
Girls” - in the U.S. Signal Corps. Female
Telephone Operators Unit are pictured
here working 3 kilometers from the
trenches in France. Helmets and gas
masks can be seen in their bags on the
backs of their chairs.

However, WWI is also notable because it was the first
time women — who did not yet have the right to vote —
were allowed to openly serve in the U.S. military.

With large numbers of American men being sent to
war overseas, the Armed Forces — and the U.S. Navy
in particular — needed stateside replacements for the
roles that were left behind. After finding a loophole in
a naval act that would allow women to serve in non-
commissioned officer and non-combat roles, the Navy
enlisted its first “yeomanettes.” Around 12,000 wom-
en served in the rank of yeoman, mostly working cler-
ical duties, as well as telephone and radio operators
and translators.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Army Signal Corps enlisted
women to work as telephone and switchboard opera-
tors. These women — nicknamed the “Hello Girls” —
often worked very close to the front lines in France.
They would not be recognized for their high-pressure
work or their status as veterans until decades later, in
1979.

Then, only a few years after the War to End All
Wars, World War II broke out and women’s roles
continued to evolve with the rest of society.

(Continued on page 4)
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World War 11

WWII created an unprecedented need for service
members. As more than 16 million Americans stepped
up to serve on the front lines — the majority of those
being men — the U.S. military was left with many non-
combat roles that needed to be filled. So, the women
of the United States stepped up too, and for the first
time in history, all branches of the military enlisted
women in their ranks.

Army: The Army formed the Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps (WAACs), which was later
renamed and restructured to form the active
duty Women’s Army Corps (WACS). The
branch also formed the Army’s Women Air-
force Service Pilots (WASPS).

Navy: The Navy formed the Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES).
Marine Corps: The Marines enlisted women in the

Marine Corps Women’s Reserve.

Coast Guard: The Coast Guard formed the Wom-
en’s Reserve (SPARS), which stood for the
Coast Guard motto, Semper Paratus — “Always
Ready.”

In total, nearly 350,000 American women served

in uniform during World War I1.

Photo cregit U.S. Air Force

WAC:s at Bolling Field use a theodolite to
obtain data on upper air flow of a bal-
loon.

In England in early 1945, WACS Maj
Charity E Adams (pictured right in the
foreground) and Capt. Abbie N. Camp-
bell (pictured left in the foreground) in-
spect members of the 6888t Central
Postal Directory Battalion — the first and
only unit of Black female service mem-
bers of the Women’s Army Corps to be

assigned overseers.

Women also served as nurses. 57,000 served in the
Army Nurse Corps and 11,000 in the Navy Nurse
Corps — and these roles were not without risk. Many
of these women worked right on the front lines and
came under enemy fire, and some even won combat
decorations. Army Col. Ruby Bradley, a nurse in the
U.S. Army Nurse Corps, was kept prisoner at an in-
ternment camp in the Philippines for 37 months, dur-
ing which she remained steadfast in her calling as a
nurse. She performed 230 major surgeries and deliv-
ered 13 babies during her time as a prisoner of war
(POW), even under harsh conditions. In total, 432
women were killed in the line of service during World
War II and 88 were taken as POWs.

Due to societal norms at the time, all branches em-
phasized the expectation of femininity within the
ranks of women in the military throughout the war.
Uniforms included skirts, not slacks, and nail polish,
makeup and feminine hairstyles were not only al-
lowed, but encouraged. But beyond this focus on fem-
ininity, these women were finally recognized as vital,
enlisted members of the Armed Forces.

(Continued on page 6)
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They risked their lives and were integral to American
success in the war, and through it all, they faced challeng-
es in navigating their new roles and overcoming discrimi-
nation in a male-dominated arena. After the war, many of
these women would return home, hoping to continue
their military career, only to find themselves pushed
out of their roles so that the men returning from war
could have them. Some women would struggle for
decades to obtain veteran status or benefits for their
service during WWIL

But because of their perseverance and dedication to
service throughout the war, they helped pave the way
for women in the military who would come after
them.

N (%
Photo credit National Archives and Records Administra?od‘
i

Two members of the Navy’s WAVES work on the
engine of a North Amcerica T-6 Texan plane at
Naval Air Station in Jacksonville Fla in 1943.

Korean War

In 1948, three years after the end of World War
I1, President Harry S. Truman signed the Women’s
Armed Services Integration Act into law, officially
allowing women to serve as full, permanent mem-
bers of all branches of the Armed Forces.

However, this was not a guarantee of equal oppor-
tunity. The act actually restricted the number of
women who could serve to only 2% of each branch,
and also limited how many women could become
officers. Additionally, female service members could
be automatically discharged if they became pregnant,
and they were unable to command men or serve in

combat positions.

But regardless of the obstacles that remained in
female service members’ paths, the Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act was still a step toward pro-
gress for women in the military. One month after the
act’s passing, President Truman issued he Integration
of the Armed Forces executive order, desegregating
the military and ensuring that Black women could
now serve equally in all branches of the military as
well.

Medical personnel — including Army
nurses — of the 8225t Mobile Army
Surgical Hospital (MASH) with a M-13
helicopter in Korea in 1951.

And serve they did. Just two years later, the
Korean War broke out, and 120,000 women would
go on to serve in active duty positions from 1950-
1953. Although they could not serve in combat, they
undertook new roles such as military police officers
or engineers.

Vietnam War

Approximately 11,000 women were stationed in
Vietnam during the nearly 20-year war, and 90% of
them were nurses in the Army, Navy and Air
Force. Notably, most volunteered to go.

During the Vietnam War, other female service
members worked as air traffic controllers, intelli-
gence officers and clerks — both at home and in Vi-
etnam. In 1967, President Lyndon B. Johnson
opened promotions for women to general and flag
ranks and in 1972, women were allowed to command
units that included men.

(Continued on page 7)
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During the Vietnam War, other female service members
worked as air traffic controllers, intelligence officers and
clerks — both at home opened promotions for women to
general and flag ranks and in 1972, women were allowed
to command units that included men.

The U.S.” involvement in the Vietnam War came to
a close in 1973 and two years later, the Penta-
gon announced that pregnant women could remain in
the military.

> 1.») é-’.wj )'/"'“'I;.JA....

U. S. Navy nurse Lt. Cmdr. Joan
Brouletts checks the condition of
service member as she makes her
daily rounds of the intensive care
ward at the United States Naval Sup-
port Activity Hospital in Da Nang,
South Vietnam in 1968.

The 80s, 90s and Today

At the end of the 20th century and the beginning of
the 21st, there were a lot of “firsts” for women in the
military: the first woman to become a Navy fighter
pilot; the first female four-star general in the Army;
and the first female rescue swimmer in the Coast
Guard, among others.

" i =
e o - Photo credit Department of Defense (DoD)

e N

In 1962, President Lyndon B. Johnson
opened promotions to women to gen-
eral and flag ranks.

Comdr. Rosemary B. Marines, pictured in
her A-7E at Naval Air Station, Lembore Ca-
lif. Mariner was one of the first six women
to become a Naval aviator, and the first
woman to command a naval aviation
squadron.

There was even the first Silver Star awarded to a
female soldier since World War II. Army Sgt. Leigh

Ann Hester was awarded the military medal in

nition of her brave actions during an enemy ambush
on her supply convoy in Iraq in 2005. She is also the
first woman to ever receive the Silver Star for direct

combat action.

(Continued on page 8)
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There was even the first Silver Star awarded to a
female soldier since World War II. Army Sgt. Leigh
Ann Hester was awarded the military medal in recog-
nition of her brave actions during an enemy ambush
on her supply convoy in Iraq in 2005. She is also the
first woman to ever receive the Silver Star for direct
combat action.

But it was not just the “firsts” that were impressive
in these more recent years.

As more women broke through barriers and estab-
lished themselves as capable service members work-
ing in defense of the nation, the list of “firsts” slowly
became less noteworthy in comparison to the sheer
number of women serving, as well as their significant
contributions to their respective branches.

In the Gulf War, from just 1990-1991, more than
40,000 women deployed to combat zones, although
they still could not technically serve in direct combat
roles or assignments.

Then, in 2013, then-Defense Secretary Leon Panet-
ta announced that the ban on women in combat
would be lifted entirely, and that female service
members would be allowed to serve in direct ground
combat roles. In 2015, this was put into action. This
historic change opened up hundreds of thousands of
jobs for women in the military and essentially en-
sured that as long as female service members com-
pleted the necessary training and requirements, they
could now serve in almost any role in the U.S. Ar-
Forces.

Army Sgt. Leigh
Ann Hester after
receiving her Sil-
| ver Star medal
during a military
awards ceremo-
ny at Camp Lib-
erty, Iraq, in
June 2005. Pho-
to credit U.S. Ar-
my /Spc. Jeremy
D. Crisp.

U.S. Army Chief of Staff gen. Mark A. Milley
congratulates Capt. Kristen Griest and U.S
Army Ranger School Class 08-15 during grad
uation at fort Benning Georgia on Aug. 21,
2015. Griest and class member 1s Lt. Shaye
Haver became the first female graduates of
the school.

U.S. Marine Corps Female Engagement
Team members clear a hallway during mili-
tary operations in urban terrain training in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in January
2021. The team is comprised of all-female
volunteers who work specifically with wom-
en and partnered forces to build trust and
beneficial relationships while respecting
cultural boundaries and customs. | Photo
credit U.S. Marine Corps/Lance Cpl. An-
drew Skiver

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page

—Since the opening of combat positions to women,
several female service mecmbers have trained to step
into these new roles.

Over the past seven years, 100 women have graduat-
ed from the Army’s Ranger School and others have
successfully completed Navy SEAL officer assess-
ment and selection, proving their capabilities in even
the most rigorous and challenging of assignments.

Women continue to make history in the military
today, pushing boundaries and taking on more roles —
and more prestigious roles — than ever before. More
than 300,000 women have served in Iraq and Afghan-
istan since 9/11, more than 9,000 have earned Com-
bat Action Badges and today, women make up
16% of our nation’s Armed Forces, serving in every
branch of the U.S. military.

USO Support of Women in the Military

The USO has supported women in the military
since our organization was first founded in 1941 and
women first began serving in the Armed Forces.

The first USO centers of World War II initially in-
cluded separate, private rooms within the centers for
female service members only, so that the WAC:s,
WAVES and SPARs (as they were referred to in their
respective branches) could have a place of respite all
to themselves. Eventually, the USO opened USO Ser-
vice Women’s Clubs, which were built entirely for
female service members and included special pro-
gramming for women.

Female service members in a USO
lounge in Iowa in 1942.

Following the end of World War 11, the U.S. military —
and the USO — was forever changed. Women were now a
crucial part of the nation’s Armed Forces, which meant
that they were also a core part of the military community
that the USO supports.

In the decades since, women have fought for the right to
serve while pregnant, hold pilot roles, lead majority-male
units, fight in combat and much, much more. Today, wom-
en serve in more roles — and in more prestigious roles —
than ever before, and the USO is there at every step of
their service journey.

From being there as a place to rest at the airport be-
fore they fly to basic training; to handing them a USO
Care Package filled with female-specific hygiene
items when they deploy overseas; to hosting a wom-
en’s-only event on the front lines of the Middle East;
to inviting them to a USO Special Delivery baby
shower when they are far from their support net-
works; to offering them a way to connect with their
kids back home through the USO Reading Program;
to helping them discover their next step as they leave
the military with the USO Pathfinder® Transition
Program, women in the military can always turn to
the USO.

A USO staff member delivers a USO
Care Package to a service member
deployed to Poland.

As the history of women in the military clearly
shows, female service members are a force to be
reckoned with — and the USO continues to stand be-
hind all members of our Armed Forces as the Force
Behind the Forces.

®.-This story was originally published on USO.org in 2021. It
has been updated in 2023.
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https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/12/11/first-woman-has-made-it-through-seal-officer-screening.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-1204-lemmon-women-combat-20151204-story.html
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/women-warriors-the-ongoing-story-of-integrating-and-diversifying-the-armed-forces/
https://www.uso.org/stories/3014-welcoming-wacs-waves-and-spars-serving-the-women-of-wwii-at-the-uso
https://www.uso.org/stories/3014-welcoming-wacs-waves-and-spars-serving-the-women-of-wwii-at-the-uso
https://collections.libraries.indiana.edu/iubarchives/exhibits/show/iu-and-world-war-ii/item/594
https://collections.libraries.indiana.edu/iubarchives/exhibits/show/iu-and-world-war-ii/item/594
https://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/islandora/object/ui%3Awwii_1888
https://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/islandora/object/ui%3Awwii_1888
https://www.uso.org/stories/2659-marine-corps-celebrates-barrier-breaking-female-marines-in-honor-of-womens-history-month
https://www.uso.org/stories/2915-how-to-send-care-packages-to-troops-with-the-uso
https://www.uso.org/stories/2915-how-to-send-care-packages-to-troops-with-the-uso
https://www.uso.org/stories/2177-women-deployed-to-afghanistan-enjoy-girls-only-fun-at-uso-ladies-night
https://www.uso.org/stories/2177-women-deployed-to-afghanistan-enjoy-girls-only-fun-at-uso-ladies-night
https://www.uso.org/stories/3414-when-service-members-suddenly-deploy-to-eastern-europe-military-spouses-can-turn-to-uso-united-kingdom-for-community-and-support
https://www.uso.org/stories/3414-when-service-members-suddenly-deploy-to-eastern-europe-military-spouses-can-turn-to-uso-united-kingdom-for-community-and-support
https://www.uso.org/stories/2724-troops-in-iraq-use-bob-hope-legacy-reading-room-on-wheels-to-stay-connected-to-family
https://www.uso.org/programs/uso-pathfinder-transition-program
https://www.uso.org/programs/uso-pathfinder-transition-program
https://www.uso.org/campaign/force
https://www.uso.org/campaign/force
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membership dues may now be made online through PayPal | | yeadstones and Heritage $20.00 $26.00
to <escambiacohistoricalsociety@gmail.com>. Please continue to | | Escambia Historical Society Cookbook  $10.00 $15.00
use the form shown for book requests and membership Wildflowers of The Conecuh/Escambia
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support!" Flomaton Centennial Scrapbook ] $30.00 $36.00
Addendum to Headstones and Heritage ~ $20.00 $26.00
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