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William Bartram
William Bartram blazed a
trail from 1773-1777 through
the southeast documenting
the natural flora and
animals. He also became a
champion of the Native
Americans given the name
Puc Puggy meaning “Flower
Hunter” by the Seminoles . 
William Bartram was born in
Philadelphia. He is the first
American artist-naturalist.
He explored the new
American territory which  
consists now of North and
South Carolina, Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi,
Lousiana and Tennessee. 

Bartram sketched plants,
birds and animals. He
recorded his observations
and sketches which became
his book, Bartram’s Travels.
This information has been
invaluable to future
botanists, ornithologists and
natural historians. 

Left: Bartram Trail Photo courtesy of
Rivers Langley
Right: William Bartram Photo
courtesy of  Independence
National Historical Park Collection,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

VISIT OUR SPONSORS

THOMAS E. MCMILLAN
MUSEUM-ALABAMA ROOM

Brewton Paws Crossed
Dog Rescue, Inc

501(c)3
Visit Us On Facebook

The April Meeting will be Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 3:00 pm in the
Meeting Room of the McMillan Museum on the Brewton College

Campus.
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The Coastal Alabama Historical Society took a
walking tour of Historic Pensacola Village on 13
March 2026. They visited several museums along
the way. They stepped back in time as they
visited Christ Church, Pensacola Museum of
History, Museum of Industry and the Museum of
Commerce. 

Bartram Canoe Trail

Coastal Alabama Historical
Society Update:

Mark your calendars for
Saturday, July 25, 2026. We will
dedicate the new Battle of Burnt
Corn Creek Historical Marker.
More details to follow!

The Mobile-Tensaw River Delta is
one of the longest water trails in the
United States. It is named for William
Bartram and represents only a small
section of his travels through the
area in 1775. 
The current trail encompasses
250,000 acres of marsh, cypress-
tupelo swamp and bottomland
hardwood ecosystem. It is home to
over 50 rare and endangered plant
and animal species.

Save the Date!
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LEGACY 
LECTURE

ON THE BREWTON CAMPUS

GUEST SPEAKER: 

JAMIE RIGGS 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026
AT 12:30 PM

 NEAL AUDITORIUM

Jamie Riggs is a legendary Alabama high school football coach and athletic
director with more than four decades of impact on student-athletes and

communities. A graduate of the University of Alabama and Troy University,
Riggs built a storied career at T.R. Miller High School, where he led teams to

four state championships, over 300 career wins, and consistent playoff
success. A multiple-time Alabama Coach of the Year and inductee into the
AHSAA Sports Hall of Fame, he is also a founding leader and past president
of the Alabama Football Coaches Association. Known for his commitment

to excellence on and off the field, Riggs has shaped generations of
athletes, coaches, and programs across Alabama.
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Clip the following form and send to ECHS

Treasurer, P.O. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427 

251-809-1528 or
escambiacohistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

www.escohis.org

 
_______________________________________
You Will Help With
_______________________________________ 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
DATED MATERIAL
Address Correction

Requested 

Dues are to be paid at the beginning of the year
Many members give a membership as a gift! 

Business members get a large scale 
advertisement 10 months of the
year. 

Books Available by Contribution 

 
Do you prefer to get your newsletter by 

U.S. Mail ___ or email? ___ 

Dues 
($25.00/person; $35.00/ family at same address; Lifetime, $500.00/person; $100.00/year business) 

Dues ___________________
Donation_______________ 
Total Enclosed ___________________ 

 Regular  Mailed 
History of Escambia County, Alabama
Headstones and Heritage
Escambia Historical Society Cookbook
Wildflowers of The Conecuh/Escambia
 River Basin CD 
History of Brewton and E. Brewton (SC)
Flomaton Centennial Scrapbook 

$90.00
$20.00
$10.00

$10.00
$40.00
$30.00

$97.00 
$27.00 
$16.00

$16.00 
$47.00 
$37.00 

Name _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
Phone __________________________________ 
Email Address___________________________ 

Date _______/____/_____ 

Your Interests ______________________________
ECHOES, The newsletter for the Escambia County Historical Socie- ty, a
501 (c) (3) corporation, is published monthly except November and
December. Comments are welcome. You may email the Society 
at escambiacohistoricalsociety@gmail.com or call 251-809-1528. 

Officers 

President, 
Vice-President, 

Secretary, 
Treasurer, 

Echoes Editor 
Librarian 

Publicity, 

Historian/Curator 

Trustees 
Ranella Merritt
Tom McMillan

Sally Finlay
Charlie Ware

John Angel, Alternate 

ECHS Poet Laureate and
American Military Historian, 

JimmyAdkisson 
Don Sales 

Vacant 
John Angel 

,Emily Sommer 
,Vacant 

ClayLisenby and 
JohnAngel 

,Tom McMillan 

Robert Smiley

"Donations and contributions that are not for books or
membership dues may now be made online through PayPal 
to <escambiacohistoricalsociety@gmail.com>. Please continue to 
use the form shown for book requests and membership 
dues, by mail, as your complete name and address are 
needed for our records. Thank you again for your 
support!" 

The Museum is on Facebook at 
McMillan Museum

NEW on Instagram Thomas E. 
McMillan Museum


